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House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MAHONEY of Florida).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 5, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TIiM
MAHONEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
for 5 minutes.

PRESIDENT MUSHARRAF OF
PAKISTAN

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, this weekend a dev-
astating blow was struck against the
efforts to try to grow and make sus-
tainable democracy in Pakistan when
President Musharraf of Pakistan an-
nounced that he would have an emer-
gency order which has essentially be-
come martial law against all those in
the country who disagreed with him;
against all of those on the supreme
court, all of those in the legal commu-

nity, all of those in general society
who disagree with him are now subject
to arrest, are subject to beatings, are
subject to imprisonment. That is
wrong, and this country cannot look
the other way.

For too long this administration and
this Congress have looked the other
way as President Musharraf has
worked to limit and now crush democ-
racy in Pakistan. Too many excuses
have been offered to allow him to con-
tinue this trend against free and open
elections, against a growing democ-
racy, against a growing independent
press and TV stations because we said
he is helping us in Pakistan against
the terrorists, the Taliban, in Afghani-
stan.

Of course, what we know is that he
has played us over these many years as
he has received billions of dollars in
aid. He has continued to play us to sug-
gest that he is really concentrating on
the effort to rid both Afghanistan and
Pakistan of terrorists, but in fact that
is not what has been taking place. In
fact, he has cut agreements, he has ar-
ranged for safe haven, for safe travel
for the Taliban as they have moved
back and forth against our troops and
against people in Afghanistan who are
trying to establish a democracy there.

Some months ago when I visited Af-
ghanistan, we asked the commander of
our troops there what was the biggest
threat to our troops in Afghanistan,
and he said the border with Pakistan.
And that remains true today as the
Taliban move back and forth, as re-
cruits from al Qaeda move back and
forth, and at a time when President
Musharraf simply gives voice to the
idea that he is going to stop this from
happening, that he is going to create
an environment where that will not be
allowed to continue. That simply has
not happened, because President
Musharraf has been more interested in
securing his reelection as the leader of
Pakistan than he has been in getting

rid of the extremists and the terrorists.
In fact, he has allowed the extremists
to grow even in Islamabad, where their
presence wasn’t known only a few
years ago.

We must take a stand against these
actions. We must speak out. The ad-
ministration has spoken out now, but
already questions are being raised as to
whether or not we will condition aid,
whether or not we will forcefully show
Musharraf that we cannot have him
crush democracy in Pakistan. Pakistan
needs more democracy, not less. It
needs democracy to strengthen that
country so that it can reject ex-
tremism and terrorists. It needs free
elections so that the people will believe
that they are represented, not by the
continuing building of a dictatorship
by President Musharraf who controls
the military, who controls the intel-
ligence, and now is using them against
the very people that he is supposed to
represent, and that is the people of
Pakistan. We cannot stand by while he
takes this extraordinary effort to crush
democracy, to potentially postpone the
elections, to seize the independent
media, and to throw hundreds and hun-
dreds so far of his citizens into jail be-
cause they simply seek to oppose him
and seek a brighter future, a more
democratic future for the country of
Pakistan.

The time has come for this country
to take a very strong stand against the
corruption of this government and the
growing dictatorship presented by the
rule of President Musharraf.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 37
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. RUPPERSBERGER) at 2
p.m.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of power and mercy, peace
is not the absence of war, nor is it
found in the simple balance of opposing
forces. Peace cannot be imposed by ab-
solute power. For us, Lord, peace will
always be the work of justice.

You have implanted in human soci-
ety an innate desire for order which
can be realized only when people hun-
ger and thirst for an ever more perfect
justice.

Bring Congress to order, Liord, that it
may model behavior for this democ-
racy. Make it Your instrument, to in-
still in the minds and hearts of the Na-
tion a fervent and consuming desire for
equal justice among all peoples. Thus
may this Nation give You glory now
and forever.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KAGEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
NAVAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
PATRICK WADE

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, kindly join
me in honoring the memory of Naval
Chief Petty Officer Patrick Wade from
Manawa, Wisconsin, who perished in
combat on July 17, 2007.

Pat Wade was a true American pa-
triot.

While some people spend their time
talking about what they think is wrong
in the world, Chief Wade spent his time
doing what he knew was right. Believ-
ing in personal sacrifice for the better-
ment of others, he made a selfless com-
mitment to defend all of us.
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Rear Admiral Michael Tillotson, dep-
uty commander of the naval Expedi-
tionary Combat Command on which
Wade served said, ‘“‘Pat Wade gave his
life saving lives. He was doing what he
wanted.”

It is difficult for most of us to com-
prehend such selflessness. Chief Wade’s
life was one of putting principle into
practice. He wanted us to be not only
better Americans, but better people.

Today, with this in mind, please join
me in honoring his life of service.

——
MILITARY FAMILY APPRECIATION
MONTH
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, November is Military Family
Appreciation Month. As many brave
men and women fight overseas to pro-
tect American families at home, we
must not forget to recognize the mil-
lions of military families.

Military families lead unique and
often challenging lives. They can be
separated from their loved ones for
months or years at a time. This is off-
set by extraordinary opportunities of
education and travel and meeting new
people around the world.

As a member of a three-generation
military family, I know these families
share a kinship with each other. As a
3l-year veteran of the South Carolina
Army National Guard and the father of
four sons serving in the military, I ask
my colleagues to join me in showing
our gratitude and appreciation for
these families.

I wish to recognize and thank the in-
credible work being done by the South
Carolina National Guard Family Readi-
ness Program. Whether it is during
times of peace or war, these individuals
are always ready to help military fami-
lies with whatever assistance they may
require.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 1, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 1, 2007, at 5:56 pm:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3963.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 2, 2007, at 1:07 pm:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2546.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 797.

Appointments:

Board of Visitors of the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
November 2, 2007, at 1:49 p.m. and said to
contain a message from the President where-
by he returns without his approval, H.R.
1495, the ‘““Water Resources Development Act
of 2007.”

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.
———
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOP-

MENT ACT OF 2007—VETO MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 110-71)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following veto mes-
sage from the President of the United
States:

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my
approval H.R. 1495, the ‘‘Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007.”

This bill lacks fiscal discipline. I
fully support funding for water re-
sources projects that will yield high
economic and environmental returns to
the Nation and each year my budget
has proposed reasonable and respon-
sible funding, including $4.9 billion for
2008, to support the Army Corps of En-
gineers’ (Corps) main missions. How-
ever, this authorization bill makes
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promises to local communities that the
Congress does not have a track record
of keeping. The House of Representa-
tives took a $15 billion bill into nego-
tiations with a $14 billion bill from the
Senate and instead of splitting the dif-
ference, emerged with a Washington
compromise that costs over $23 billion.
This is not fiscally responsible, par-
ticularly when local communities have
been waiting for funding for projects
already in the pipeline. The bill’s ex-
cessive authorization for over 900
projects and programs exacerbates the
massive backlog of ongoing Corps con-
struction projects, which will require
an additional $38 billion in future ap-
propriations to complete.

This bill does not set priorities. The
authorization and funding of Federal
water resources projects should be fo-
cused on those projects with the great-
est merit that are also a Federal re-
sponsibility. My Administration has
repeatedly urged the Congress to au-
thorize only those projects and pro-
grams that provide a high return on in-
vestment and are within the three
main missions of the Corps’ civil works
program: facilitating commercial navi-
gation, reducing the risk of damage
from floods and storms, and restoring
aquatic ecosystems. This bill does not
achieve that goal. This bill promises
hundreds of earmarks and hinders the
Corps’ ability to fulfill the Nation’s
critical water resources needs—includ-
ing hurricane protection for greater
New Orleans, flood damage reduction
for Sacramento, and restoration of the
Everglades—while diverting resources
from the significant investments need-
ed to maintain existing Federal water
infrastructure. American taxpayers
should not be asked to support a pork-
barrel system of Federal authorization
and funding where a project’s merit is
an afterthought.

I urge the Congress to send me a fis-
cally responsible bill that sets prior-
ities. Americans sent us to Washington
to achieve results and be good stewards
of their hard-earned taxpayer dollars.
This bill violates that fundamental
commitment. For the reasons outlined
above, I must veto H.R. 1495.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 2, 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ob-
jections of the President will be spread
at large upon the Journal, and the veto
message and the bill will be printed as
a House document.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
Thursday, November 1, 2007, further
consideration of the veto message and
the bill will be postponed until tomor-
row.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
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vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

STOP TUBERCULOSIS (TB) NOW
ACT OF 2007

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 15667) to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to provide in-
creased assistance for the prevention,
treatment, and control of tuberculosis,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1567

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Stop Tuber-
culosis (TB) Now Act of 2007"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Tuberculosis is one of the greatest in-
fectious causes of death of adults worldwide,
killing 1.6 million people per year—one per-
son every 20 seconds.

(2) One-third of the world’s population is
infected with the tuberculosis bacterium and
an estimated 8.8 million individuals develop
active tuberculosis each year.

(3) Tuberculosis is the leading infectious
killer among individuals who are HIV-posi-
tive due to their weakened immune systems,
and it is estimated that one-third of people
with HIV infection have tuberculosis.

(4) Today, tuberculosis is a leading Kkiller
of women of reproductive age.

(5) There are 22 countries that account for
80 percent of the world’s burden of tuber-
culosis. The People’s Republic of China and
India account for 36 percent of all estimated
new tuberculosis cases each year.

(6) Driven by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, inci-
dence rates of tuberculosis in Africa have
more than doubled on average since 1990. The
problem is so pervasive that in August 2005,
African Health Ministers and the World
Health Organization (WHO) declared tuber-
culosis to be an emergency in Africa.

(7) The wide extent of drug resistance, in-
cluding both multi-drug resistant tuber-
culosis (MDR-TB) and extensively drug re-
sistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB), represents
both a critical challenge to the global con-
trol of tuberculosis and a serious worldwide
public health threat. XDR-TB, which is char-
acterized as being MDR-TB with additional
resistance to multiple second-line anti-tu-
berculosis drugs, is associated with worst
treatment outcomes of any form of tuber-
culosis. XDR-TB is converging with the HIV
epidemic, undermining gains in HIV preven-
tion and treatment programs and requires
urgent interventions. Drug resistance sur-
veillance reports have confirmed the serious
scale and spread of tuberculosis with XDR-
TB strains confirmed on six continents.
Demonstrating the lethality of XDR-TB, an
initial outbreak in Tugela Ferry, South Afri-
ca, in 2006 killed 52 of 53 patients with hun-
dreds more cases reported since that time. Of
the world’s regions, sub-Saharan Africa,
faces the greatest gap in capacity to prevent,
find, and treat XDR-TB.

(8) With more than 50 percent of tuber-
culosis cases in the United States attrib-
utable to foreign-born individuals and with
the increase in international travel, com-
merce, and migration, elimination of tuber-
culosis in the United States depends on ef-
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forts to control the disease in developing
countries. Recent research has shown that to
invest in tuberculosis control abroad, where
treatment and program costs are signifi-
cantly cheaper than in the United States,
would be a cost-effective strategy to reduce
tuberculosis-related morbidity and mor-
tality domestically.

(9) The threat that tuberculosis poses for
Americans derives from the global spread of
tuberculosis and the emergence and spread of
strains of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis
and extensively drug resistant tuberculosis,
which are far more deadly, and more dif-
ficult and costly to treat.

(10) DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment
Short-course) is one of the most cost-effec-
tive health interventions available today and
is a core component of the new Stop TB
Strategy.

(11) The Stop TB Strategy, developed by
the World Health Organization, builds on the
success of DOTS and ongoing challenges so
as to serve all those in need and reach tar-
gets for prevalence, mortality, and incidence
reduction. The Stop TB Strategy includes six
components:

(A) Pursuing high-quality expansion and
enhancement of DOTS coverage.

(B) Implementing tuberculosis and HIV
collaborative activities, preventing and con-
trolling multi-drug resistant tuberculosis,
and addressing other special challenges.

(C) Contributing to the strengthening of
health systems.

(D) Engaging all health care providers, in-
cluding promotion of the International
Standards for Tuberculosis Care.

(E) Empowering individuals with tuber-
culosis and communities.

(F) Enabling and promoting research to de-
velop new diagnostics, drugs, vaccines, and
program-based operational research relating
to tuberculosis.

(12) The Global Plan to Stop TB 2006-2015:
Actions for Life is a comprehensive plan de-
veloped by the Stop TB Partnership that sets
out the actions necessary to achieve the mil-
lennium development goal of cutting tuber-
culosis deaths and disease burden in half by
2015 and thus eliminate tuberculosis as a
global health problem by 2050.

(13) While innovations such as the Global
Tuberculosis Drug Facility have enabled
low-income countries to treat a standard
case of tuberculosis with drugs that cost as
little as $16 for a full course of treatment,
there are still millions of individuals with no
access to effective treatment.

(14) As the global resource investment in
fighting tuberculosis increases, partner na-
tions and international institutions must
commit to a corresponding increase in the
technical and program assistance necessary
to ensure that the most effective and effi-
cient tuberculosis treatments are provided.

(15) The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tu-
berculosis and Malaria is an important glob-
al partnership established to combat these
three infectious diseases that together Kkill
millions of people a year. Expansion of effec-
tive tuberculosis treatment programs con-
stitutes a major component of Global Fund
investment, along with integrated efforts to
address HIV and tuberculosis in areas of high
prevalence.

(16) The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention are actively
involved with global tuberculosis control ef-
forts. Because the global tuberculosis epi-
demic directly impacts tuberculosis in the
United States, Congress has urged the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention each
year to increase its involvement with inter-
national tuberculosis control efforts.

(17) The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development is the lead United
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States Government agency for international
tuberculosis efforts, working in close part-
nership with the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and with the President’s
Emergency Plan for HIV/AIDS Relief. The
goal of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development is to contribute to the
global reduction of morbidity and mortality
associated with tuberculosis by building
country capacity to prevent and cure tuber-
culosis and achieve global targets of 70 per-
cent case detection and 85 percent treatment
success rates. The United States Agency for
International Development provides support
for tuberculosis programs in countries that
have a high burden of tuberculosis, a high
prevalence of tuberculosis and HIV, and a
high risk of MDR-TB.

SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE TO COMBAT TUBERCULOSIS.

(a) PoLicY.—Subsection (b) of section 104B
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151b-3) is amended to read as follows:

““(b) PoLicY.—It is a major objective of the
foreign assistance program of the United
States to control tuberculosis. In all coun-
tries in which the Government of the United
States has established development pro-
grams, particularly in countries with the
highest burden of tuberculosis and other
countries with high rates of tuberculosis, the
United States Government should prioritize
the achievement of the following goals by
not later than December 31, 2015:

‘(1) Reduce by half the tuberculosis death
and disease burden from the 1990 baseline.

¢(2) Sustain or exceed the detection of at
least 70 percent of sputum smear-positive
cases of tuberculosis and the cure of at least
85 percent of those cases detected.”.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—Subsection (c¢) of such
section is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘AUTHORIZA-
TION’’ and inserting ‘‘ASSISTANCE REQUIRED’’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘is authorized to”” and in-
serting ‘‘shall”.

(¢) PRIORITY TOo STOP TB STRATEGY.—Sub-
section (e) of such section is amended—

(1) in the heading, to read as follows: ‘‘PRI-
ORITY TO STOP TB STRATEGY.—’;

(2) in the first sentence, by striking “‘In
furnishing’ and all that follows through °,
including funding” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) PRIORITY.—In furnishing assistance
under subsection (c), the President shall give
priority to—

“(A) activities described in the Stop TB
Strategy, including expansion and enhance-
ment of DOTS coverage, treatment for indi-
viduals infected with both tuberculosis and
HIV and treatment for individuals with
multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB),
strengthening of health systems, use of the
International Standards for Tuberculosis
Care by all providers, empowering individ-
uals with tuberculosis, and enabling and pro-
moting research to develop new diagnostics,
drugs, and vaccines, and program-based oper-
ational research relating to tuberculosis; and

‘(B) funding’’; and

(3) in the second sentence—

(A) by striking “‘In order to’’ and all that
follows through ‘‘not less than’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(2) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—In order to
meet the requirements of paragraph (1), the
President—

‘‘(A) shall ensure that not less than’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘for Directly Observed
Treatment Short-course (DOTS) coverage
and treatment of multi-drug resistant tuber-
culosis using DOTS-Plus,” and inserting ‘‘to
implement the Stop TB Strategy; and’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘including’ and all that
follows and inserting the following:

‘(B) should ensure that not less than
$15,000,000 of the amount made available to
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carry out this section for a fiscal year is
used to make a contribution to the Global
Tuberculosis Drug Facility.”’.

(d) ASSISTANCE FOR WHO AND THE STOP TU-
BERCULOSIS PARTNERSHIP.—Such section is
further amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(f) ASSISTANCE FOR WHO AND THE STOP
TUBERCULOSIS PARTNERSHIP.—In carrying
out this section, the President, acting
through the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, is authorized to provide increased re-
sources to the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the Stop Tuberculosis Partner-
ship to improve the capacity of countries
with high rates of tuberculosis and other af-
fected countries to implement the Stop TB
Strategy and specific strategies related to
addressing extensively drug resistant tuber-
culosis (XDR-TB).”.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—Subsection (g) of such
section, as redesignated by subsection (d)(1),
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end
before the period the following: ¢, including
low cost and effective diagnosis and evalua-
tion of treatment regimes, vaccines, and
monitoring of tuberculosis, as well as a reli-
able drug supply, and a management strat-
egy for public health systems, with health
system strengthening, promotion of the use
of the International Standards for Tuber-
culosis Care by all care providers, bacteri-
ology under an external quality assessment
framework, short-course chemotherapy, and
sound reporting and recording systems’’; and

(2) by adding after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(6) STOP TB STRATEGY.—The term ‘Stop
TB Strategy’ means the six-point strategy to
reduce tuberculosis developed by the World
Health Organization. The strategy is de-
scribed in the Global Plan to Stop TB 2007-
2016: Actions for Life, a comprehensive plan
developed by the Stop Tuberculosis Partner-
ship that sets out the actions necessary to
achieve the millennium development goal of
cutting tuberculosis deaths and disease bur-
den in half by 2016.”.

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—Clause (iii) of section
104A(e)(2)(C) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151b-2(e)(2)(C)) is amended by
adding at the end before the semicolon the
following: ‘‘, including the percentage of
such United States foreign assistance pro-
vided for diagnosis and treatment of individ-
uals with tuberculosis in countries with the
highest burden of tuberculosis, as deter-
mined by the World Health Organization
(WHO)”.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to the President not more than
$400,000,000 for fiscal year 2008 and not more
than $550,000,000 for fiscal year 2009 to carry
out section 104B of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151b-3), as amended by
subsections (a) through (e) of this section.

(2) FUNDING FOR ¢DC.—Of the amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to the authorization of
appropriations under paragraph (1), not more
than $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2008 and not
more than $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2009
shall be made available for the purpose of
carrying out global tuberculosis activities
through the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

(3) ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS.—Amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to the authorization of

appropriations under paragraph (1) and
amounts made available pursuant to para-
graph (2)—

(A) are in addition amounts otherwise
made available for such purposes; and
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(B) are authorized to remain available
until expended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this bill. H.R. 1567, the Stop TB Now
Act, which I introduced with my col-
leagues, the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. SMITH),
has 106 bipartisan cosponsors, and I am
proud it is moving forward today. It is
a very, very important and timely bill.

International tuberculosis control
has become an important issue to me.
It is remarkable in this day and age,
with treatment available, that TB is
the biggest infectious Kkiller of young
women in the world. In fact, TB kills
more women worldwide than all causes
of maternal mortality. As you know,
tuberculosis is also the biggest Kkiller
of people with AIDS worldwide. Some-
one in the world is newly infected with
TB every second, and TB counts for
more than one-quarter of all prevent-
able adult deaths in developing coun-
tries.

I strongly believe that the global
community, with the United States in
the lead, must do more to adequately
address this disease by investing in
quality TB control programs, using the
groundbreaking Global Plan to Stop
TB as a guide. It is for this reason that
I have introduced this bill, the Stop TB
Now Act, which will set forth the U.S.
fair share towards achieving the goals
of the Global Plan.

I believe if we don’t make bold and
wise investments in international tu-
berculosis control, not only will we fail
to save millions of lives and miss out
on the many accompanying benefits of
controlling this killer, but also that
this disease will become far more dif-
ficult and costly to treat.

Extremely drug-resistant TB, or
XDR-TB for short, highlights this dan-
ger. It has been found on six con-
tinents, is a growing epidemic in south-
ern Africa, and is already reported to
be here in the U.S. Regular, or non-
drug-resistant, TB is curable with
drugs that cost just $16 in most devel-
oping countries.
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Cases of drug-resistant TB, however,
can cost thousands of dollars to cure,
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with treatment that is far more dif-
ficult for patients and practitioners.
Drug-resistant tuberculosis is a man-
made problem and is caused by poor TB
treatment. We, the global community,
have the power to prevent drug-resist-
ant TB and the power to treat and con-
trol regular TB, and yet, unfortu-
nately, we have chosen not to do so by
our inaction.

Through aggressive, committed lead-
ership, the U.S. has proven that it is
feasible to massively scale-up our in-
vestment to fight HIV/AIDS and ma-
laria, and well we should. We have in-
creased funding to fight AIDS from $840
million in 2001 to $2.9 billion in 2004, to
over $4.4 billion in the House Foreign
Operations bill in fiscal year 2008.

U.S. funding for malaria efforts in-
creased from $100 million in 2006 to an
administration request of $387 million
for fiscal year 2008, with a House For-
eign Operations level of $350 million.

Even our response to the potential
threat of avian flu has been aggressive,
from just $4 million a few years ago to
$100 million in the Foreign Operations
budget for fiscal year 2008 and an addi-
tional $160 million in the fiscal year
2007 supplemental.

However, only tuberculosis, the
greatest curable infectious Kkiller on
the planet, has been left behind, and we
must correct that, and that’s the pur-
pose of this legislation.

Because of our chronic neglect of tu-
berculosis, this disease is not only re-
sponsible for the preventable deaths of
some 4,000 people every day, it is un-
dermining our enormous efforts and
billions in investments to fight AIDS.
Tuberculosis is the leading Kkiller of
people with AIDS. Through U.S. leader-
ship, we are seeing increasing numbers
of AIDS patients access life-saving
antiretroviral therapy, but they’re not
dying of AIDS. They’re dying instead
of tuberculosis. And what a shame that
is and how ridiculous it is when we
have the power to stop and end it. And
more recently, people have been dying
in large numbers in southern Africa
due to drug-resistant TB.

While the President’s AIDS initiative
has made commendable scale-ups in TB
and HIV efforts, they are still, in my
opinion, grossly insufficient. Much of
PEPFAR’s scale-up supports testing
tuberculosis patients for HIV and en-
suring that TB and AIDS programs
work together. It’s very important. I'm
glad we’re doing it, but it’s not ad-
dressing the core TB program needs.
And PEPFAR’s TB-HIV efforts are fo-
cused on those co-infected with both
diseases and mostly in Africa, again,
while commendable, but TB is a global
problem and we need to combat it ev-
erywhere.

The costs of inaction are greater
than the costs laid out in this bill. This
past spring, it became clearer than
ever that tuberculosis knows no border
when a gentleman named Andrew
Speaker, an attorney from Atlanta,
traveled across the globe and came
back to the United States with a high-
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ly resistant form of TB. We all remem-
ber that. Many of us were shocked by
it.

Being from New York, I'm very fa-
miliar with what happens when TB
control is neglected. In the late 1980s to
the early 1990s, the City of New York
paid a dear price for its failure to in-
vest adequately in tuberculosis con-
trol. The city, along with many other
areas of the country at the time, expe-
rienced an epidemic of tuberculosis. In
this case, the epidemic was a
multidrug-resistant TB, which inevi-
tably develops in the absence of basic
TB control. New York City launched an
aggressive tuberculosis control cam-
paign and brought down its burden of
drug-resistant TB. The cost to the
city? Over $1 billion to control some
300 cases, far higher than it would have
been and it would have cost to prevent
the situation in the first place. Tuber-
culosis is not just a global issue, but as
we can see, it’s certainly a local one as
well.

When it comes to tuberculosis, Mr.
Speaker, we simply cannot afford to
maintain the status quo. The resources
authorized in this bill represent a real-
istic and urgently needed increase in
funding for global TB control based on
the needs laid out in a costed-out, com-
prehensive business plan. The cost of
inaction is much, much greater.

In conclusion, I would especially like
to pay tribute to our former colleague,
Senator Sherrod Brown, who was a
champion of global tuberculosis efforts
during his time in the House. He’s
doing this great work as well now in
the Senate.

I would also like to thank the many
groups whose advocacy helped bring
the Stop TB Now Act to the floor, par-
ticularly RESULTS and the American
Thoracic Society.

Finally, I would like to thank Chair-
man LANTOS, Congressman PAYNE and
their staffs for their unfailing support
for tuberculosis control and this legis-
lation and to the Energy and Com-
merce Committee and Mr. DINGELL for
expediting consideration of this bill.
I'm proud to serve on both the Foreign
Affairs and the Energy and Commerce
Committee, the two committees that
have jurisdiction on this bill.

Again, this is truly a bipartisan bill.
I wish to thank the ranking member,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, and all the people,
all the colleagues who have cooperated
on both sides of the aisle because only
by working together can we get at the
scourge of TB.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The bill before us, H.R. 1567, the Stop
Tuberculosis Act of 2007, has been put
forward by its supporters to provide a
very significant increase in our foreign
aid spending on anti-TB programs
abroad.

If we rely on figures gathered with
the assistance of the Congressional Re-
search Service, the bill would raise our
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spending on such programs through the
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment by about six times in the next 2
years.

According to a brief letter received
late last week from the Congressional
Budget Office, the bill would increase
such spending somewhat less, by some-
where between two and three times in
the next 2-year period.

Although it is possible that the lat-
ter estimate by CBO may inadvertently
have included in its baseline compari-
son current funding levels for some
anti-TB programs outside of the scope
of this bill, it is clear that this meas-
ure seeks a major increase in the AID
programs it covers.

Along those lines, the bill strongly
encourages, if not directs, the Presi-
dent to ensure that the funds that
would be provided under this bill will
be transferred to the World Health Or-
ganization’s ‘“‘Stop TB Partnership”
plan.

Finally, the funding amounts in the
bill have apparently been formulated
using a calculation meant to reflect
what the United States’ fair share
might be in funding that international
plan.

Mr. Speaker, I recognize the deter-
mination of the supporters of this
measure to do more to combat TB
overseas.

On a personal note, my mother was
afflicted with tuberculosis when she
was in her mid to late teens and was on
her back for a year, just didn’t get out
of bed. So we understand the impor-
tance of eradicating TB, not only
worldwide but in the United States.
She’s done well, though. By coinci-
dence, this is her 86th birthday, and so
she recovered fully.

I also want to thank Congressman
ENGEL for his work on this. I know that
he’s worked very, very hard, and also
Congresswoman HEATHER WILSON of
New Mexico.

With that, we don’t have any more
speakers, and if you all don’t, I will
yield back.

Do you have some more speakers?

Mr. ENGEL. I have no further speak-
ers, but I would like to respond a bit to
some of the points that you made.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I thank my colleague, and I just want
to let him know and let my colleagues
know that we worked together with
Senator LUGAR, who’s the ranking
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, and we specified that
the funding would be a ceiling, not a
floor.

The bill appropriates up to $400 mil-
lion in 2008 and up to $550 million in
2009, including global activities to be
carried out by USAID and CDC. So
that’s what we did. We negotiated it so
we wouldn’t necessarily spend all the
money. We would spend up to that
amount of money, and that would be
the limit, but it would not be the
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money that we would spend if we didn’t
need to spend it.

We worked closely with WHO, CDC
and USAID, and the overall global
number is derived from Stop TB Part-
nership’s Global Plan to Stop TB 2006
through 2015, of which WHO is a part-
ner and USAID is the current Chair of
the Stop TB Partnership’s coordinating
board. The plan is well documented, de-
tailed, costed out, and again, builds up
from country estimates and was re-
viewed in an exhaustive process.

Finally and furthermore, the World
Health Organization developed and re-
leased a ‘‘Global MDR-TB and XDR-TB
Response Plan’ that supplements the
need calculated by the Global Plan’s
need in light of the outbreak of drug-
resistant TB.

USAID and the CDC work together
globally and both have agreed to this
coordination of funding, and again, we
have a ceiling of what we spend and not
a floor.

So, again, I thank my colleague.

Mr. Speaker, we have no further
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1567, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
EURASIA FOUNDATION ACT

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2949) to authorize grants to the
Eurasia Foundation, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2949

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eurasia
Foundation Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) There has been established in the Dis-
trict of Columbia a private, nonprofit cor-
poration known as the Eurasia Foundation
(hereafter in this Act referred to as the
“Foundation’’), which is not an agency or es-
tablishment of the United States Govern-
ment.

(2) In recognition of the valuable contribu-
tions of the Foundation to long-range United
States foreign policy interests, the United
States Government has, through the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the Department of State, provided
financial support for the Foundation.

(3) It is in the interest of the United
States, and the further strengthening of co-
operation with the countries of Eurasia, to
establish a more permanent mechanism for
United States Government financial support

the fol-
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for the ongoing activities of the Foundation,
while preserving the independent character
of the Foundation.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Foun-
dation are—

(1) to promote civil society, private enter-
prise, and sound public administration and
policy in the countries of Eurasia and in
lending encouragement and assistance to
citizens of such countries in their own ef-
forts to develop more open, just, and demo-
cratic societies;

(2) to strengthen indigenous institutions
that foster national development, construc-
tive social change, equitable economic
growth, and cooperative international rela-
tionships that are fully consistent with and
supportive of long-term United States inter-
ests with respect to the countries of Eurasia;
and

(3) to conduct programs in response to ini-
tiatives in the countries of Eurasia that
would be difficult or impossible for an offi-
cial United States entity, and, as a result of
its position in the countries of Eurasia, to
respond quickly and flexibly to meet new op-
portunities.

SEC. 3. GRANTS TO THE FOUNDATION.

(a) GRANTS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall make an annual grant to the Founda-
tion to enable the Foundation to carry out
its purposes as specified in section 2(b).

(2) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—Each grant
required under paragraph (1)—

(A) shall be made with funds specifically
appropriated for grants to the Foundation;
and

(B) shall be made pursuant to a grant
agreement between the Secretary and the
Foundation which—

(i) requires that grant funds will only be
used for activities the Board of Directors of
the Foundation determines are consistent
with the purposes described in section 2(b),
and that the Foundation will otherwise com-
ply with the requirements of this Act; and

(ii) may not require the Foundation to
comply with requirements other than those
specified in this Act.

(b) USE oF FUNDS.—The Foundation may
use funds received under a grant described in
subsection (a) to carry out the purposes de-
scribed in section 2(b).

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to make the
Foundation an agency or establishment of
the United States Government or to make
the members of the Board of Directors of the
Foundation, or the officers or employees of
the Foundation, officers or employees of the
United States.

(d) OVERSIGHT.—The Foundation and its
grantees shall be subject to the appropriate
oversight procedures of Congress.

(e) OTHER FUNDING.—The Foundation shall
have authority to accept funding from non-
United States Government sources to com-
plement United States Government funding.

(f) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) a robust Foundation, funded at the lev-
els authorized under section 6 of this Act,
and at appropriate levels in subsequent fiscal
years, can contribute significantly to the po-
litical, economic, and social development of
democracy and human rights in the coun-
tries of Eurasia;

(2) notwithstanding the Foundation’s dis-
tinguished record of performance, organiza-
tions that seek competitive grants typically
perform in a more transparent and effective
manner; and

(3) to the maximum extent possible, the
Foundation should seek competitive grants
to supplement appropriations from the
United States Government, and at least 20
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percent of the funding received in each fiscal

year by the Foundation should be from non-

United States Government sources to ensure

continued strong performance of the Founda-

tion.

SEC. 4. ELIGIBILITY OF THE FOUNDATION FOR
GRANTS.

(a) COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Grants may be made to the Founda-
tion under this Act only if the Foundation
agrees to comply with the requirements
specified in this section and elsewhere in this
Act.

(b) FUNDING FOR COVERED PROGRAMS
ONLY.—The Foundation may provide funding
only for programs that are consistent with
the purposes set forth in section 2(b).

(c) COMPENSATION FOR OFFICERS AND EM-
PLOYEES OF THE FOUNDATION.—If an indi-
vidual who is an officer or employee of the
United States Government serves as a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors or as an officer
or employee of the Foundation, that indi-
vidual may not receive any compensation or
travel expenses in connection with service
performed for the Foundation.

(d) PROHIBITION RESPECTING FINANCIAL
MATTERS.—The Foundation shall not issue
any shares of stock or declare or pay any
dividends. No part of the assets of the Foun-
dation shall inure to the benefit of any mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Founda-
tion, any officer or employee of the Founda-
tion, or any other individual, except as sal-
ary or reasonable compensation for expenses
incurred in the performance of duties to the
Foundation.

(e) AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS; REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

(1) AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS.—The accounts of
the Foundation shall be audited annually in
accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards by independent certified public ac-
countants or independent licensed public ac-
countants certified or licensed by a regu-
latory authority of a State or other political
subdivision of the United States.

(2) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—The report
of each such independent audit shall be in-
cluded in the annual report required by sub-
section (h) of this section. The audit report
shall set forth the scope of the audit and in-
clude such statements as are necessary to
present fairly the Foundation’s assets and li-
abilities, surplus or deficit, with an analysis
of the changes therein during the year, sup-
plemented in reasonable detail by a state-
ment of the Foundation’s income and ex-
penses during the year, and a statement of
the application of funds, together with the
independent auditor’s opinion of those state-
ments.

(f) AUDIT OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS.—

(1) AUDIT OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS.—The
financial transactions of the Foundation for
each fiscal year may be audited by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office in accordance
with such principles and procedures and
under such rules and regulations as may be
prescribed by the Comptroller General of the
United States.

(2) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—A report of
each such audit shall be made by the Comp-
troller General to the Congress. The report
to the Congress shall contain such comments
and information as the Comptroller General
may deem necessary to inform the Congress
of the financial operations and condition of
the Foundation, together which such rec-
ommendations with respect thereto as the
Comptroller General may deem advisable. A
copy of each report shall be furnished to the
President and to the Foundation at the time
submitted to the Congress.

(g) RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS; AUDIT
AND EXAMINATION OF BOOKS.—

(1) RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS.—The
Foundation shall ensure that each recipient
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of assistance provided through the Founda-
tion under this Act keeps such records as
may be reasonably necessary to fully dis-
close the amount and the disposition by such
recipient of the proceeds of such assistance,
the total cost of the project or undertaking
in connection with which such assistance is
given or used, and the amount and nature of
that portion of the cost of the project or un-
dertaking supplied by other sources, and
such other records as will facilitate an effec-
tive audit.

(2) AUDIT AND EXAMINATION OF BOOKS.—The
Foundation shall ensure that it, or any of its
duly authorized representatives, shall have
access for the purpose of audit and examina-
tion to any books, documents, papers, and
records of the recipient that are pertinent to
assistance provided through the Foundation
under this Act. The Comptroller General of
the United States or any duly authorized
representative of the Comptroller General
shall also have access thereto for such pur-
pose.

(h) ANNUAL REPORT; TESTIMONY RELATING
TO REPORT.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 31
of each year, the Foundation shall submit an
annual report for the preceding fiscal year to
the President for transmittal to the Con-
gress.

(B) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subparagraph (A) shall include a comprehen-
sive and detailed report of the Foundation’s
operations, activities, financial condition,
and accomplishments under this Act and
may include such recommendations as the
Foundation deems appropriate. The report
should also include any information regard-
ing allegations or reports on the misuse of
funds and how such allegations or reports
were addressed by the Foundation.

(2) TESTIMONY RELATING TO REPORT.—The
Board members and officers of the Founda-
tion shall be available to testify before ap-
propriate committees of the Congress with
respect to the report required under para-
graph (1), the report of any audit made by
the Comptroller General of the United States
pursuant to subsection (f) of this section, or
any other matter which any such commit-
tees may determine.

(i) GRANTEE; CONFLICT OF INTEREST.—A
member of the Board of Directors of the
Foundation who serves as a member of the
board of directors or an officer of a grantee
of the Foundation may not receive com-
pensation for their services but shall be enti-
tled to reimbursement for travel and other
expenses incurred by them in connection
with their duties on behalf of such grantee.
SEC. 5. AGREEMENT BETWEEN FOUNDATION AND

SUCCESSOR OR RELATED ENTITY TO
THE U.S. RUSSIA INVESTMENT FUND.

(a) AGREEMENT REQUIRED.—The Founda-
tion and any successor or related entity to
the U.S. Russia Investment Fund shall enter
into a memorandum of understanding for the
purpose of coordinating activities carried
out by the Foundation and the successor or
related entity. The memorandum of under-
standing shall include language that pro-
hibits the same entities from carrying out
the same activities.

(b) DEADLINE.—The memorandum of under-
standing described in subsection (a) shall be
entered into between the Foundation and the
successor or related entity described in sub-
section (a) by not later than the later of the
following:

(1) If the successor or related entity is es-
tablished on or before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(2) If the successor or related entity is es-
tablished after the date of the enactment of
this Act, 90 days after the date on which the
entity is established.
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(C) SUBMISSION TO SECRETARY OF STATE AND
CONGRESS.—The Foundation and the suc-
cessor or related entity described in sub-
section (a) shall submit to the Secretary of
State and Congress a copy of the memo-
randum of understanding described in sub-
section (a) not later than 30 days after the
date on which the parties enter into the
memorandum of understanding.

(d) LIMITATIONS.—For the period beginning
on the date on which the successor or related
entity described in subsection (a) is estab-
lished, or the date of the enactment of this
Act, whichever occurs later, and ending on
the date on which the memorandum of un-
derstanding described in subsection (a) is en-
tered into—

(1) United States assistance may not be
provided to the Foundation under any other
provision of law; and

(2) funds may not be transferred from the
U.S. Russia Investment Fund to the suc-
cessor or related entity or placed in a trust
on behalf of the successor or related entity.

(e) SUCCESSOR OR RELATED ENTITY TO THE
U.S. RUSSIA INVESTMENT FUND DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘successor or related
entity to the U.S. Russia Investment Fund”
or ‘‘successor or related entity’’ means any
organization, corporation, limited-liability
partnership, foundation, or other corporate
structure that receives any or all of the re-
maining funds of the U.S. Russia Investment
Fund after liquidation of assets upon closure
of the U.S. Russia Investment Fund.

SEC. 6. COUNTRIES OF EURASIA DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘‘countries of Eur-
asia’” means Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic,

Moldova, the Russian Federation,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and
Uzbekistan.

SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this Act
$15,000,000 for fiscal year 2008 and such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2009.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tion under subsection (a) are authorized to
remain available for 2 years from the end of
the fiscal year for which the amount was ap-
propriated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this bill, and I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Let me first thank my good friend
and colleague, the chairman of the Eu-
rope Subcommittee, Mr. WEXLER from
Florida, for introducing this important
bill.

The Eurasia Foundation has been a
key U.S. government partner in the on-
going effort to promote democracy, ex-
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pand economic opportunities, and fa-
cilitate government reform in coun-
tries that formerly comprised the So-
viet Union.

Created in 1992 with bipartisan sup-
port, the Eurasia Foundation has in-
vested over $360 million in Russia, the
Caucasus, and Central Asia in pro-
grams that have complemented United
States goals for participatory govern-
ment and active citizenry in this re-
gion.

In addition, the Eurasia Foundation
has been able to leverage significant
private sector funding, in main part
due to the annual funding support from
the U.S. Government.

This bill seeks to enhance those ef-
forts by recognizing the Eurasia Foun-
dation as a distinct and independent
entity that could continue to raise pri-
vate capital while under a U.S. Govern-
ment authorization.

Vital work remains unfinished in this
part of the world. It is clear that polit-
ical and economic stability in Eurasia
will have a direct impact on the secu-
rity of the United States.

For these reasons, it’s imperative
that we continue to support programs
such as those conducted by the Eurasia
Foundation.

I strongly support this legislation
and encourage my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Eurasia Foundation has report-
edly done some good work over the
past few years of the region of the
former Soviet Union. Because the aid
programs for the countries of that re-
gion from which the foundation has re-
ceived its funding are now closing
down, the issue before us is whether
that foundation should be authorized
to continue to receive funds directly
from the U.S. in order to continue its
democracy promotion work independ-
ently. I suspect that for many of us in
this House the answer would be yes.

Just as we have had an Asia founda-
tion, it is possible to see the work of
funding this kind of foundation to do
democracy promotion in Eurasia.

[ 1430

The passage of this bill, H.R. 2949,
would help ensure that funding.

At the request of Members from our
side of the aisle and the Foreign Affairs
Committee, this bill has been amended
in committee to try to address a sig-
nificant problem that is not directly
related to the Eurasia Foundation but
that is an issue of importance to the
wise use of our United States Govern-
ment funds if they are appropriated to
the foundation under this bill in the fu-
ture.

Independent of the Eurasia Founda-
tion, our United States Government-
funded Enterprise Fund in Russia, the
major state of that region, is closing
down and is seeking to use the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars from the
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sale of its assets to fund democracy
promotion, civil society and rule-of-
law programs in Russia, as well as eco-
nomic reform efforts.

At the same time, we have democ-
racy promotion programs under way
across Russia and the rest of the re-
gion, through the National Endowment
for Democracy, the National Demo-
cratic Institute, and the International
Republican Institute.

So there is obviously a possibility
that duplications of efforts will take
place unless this Congress finds ways
to ensure that it doesn’t. We don’t
want to see U.S. Government-funded
organizations compete to do the same
kinds of activities if that leads to du-
plication and waste, and the democracy
promotion in that region is too impor-
tant to see money wasted at a time
when Russian President Putin and oth-
ers are forcing their own brand of au-
thoritarian government on their na-
tions.

This measure has been amended in a
way that seeks to mandate that any
successor to the U.S. Government-
funded Enterprise Fund in Russia has
to reach an agreement with the Eur-
asia Foundation before it engages in
any democracy promotion efforts in
that country. Hopefully, that will
eliminate duplication to some degree.

The bill, as amended, does not go as
far as some of us would like, I must
note. It does not address the similar
situation that will arise in the Ukraine
in the next few years when our U.S.
Government-funded Enterprise Fund
there closes down and seeks to set up
its own successor foundation that may,
once again, end up duplicating the
work done by the Eurasia Foundation
in the Ukraine.

It also does not address a completely
separate question about how the assets
of such U.S. Government-funded Enter-
prise Funds in Russia and Ukraine will
be disposed of, an issue that involves
hundreds of millions of dollars in U.S.
taxpayer funds. It has been the prac-
tice to ensure that the taxpayers get
back at least 50 percent of the funds
held by such funds when they close
down their operations.

There is an effort in the House-passed
fiscal year 2008 foreign aid appropria-
tions bill, however, to allow our fund in
Russia not to turn back to our Treas-
ury half of its assets. That would mean
that the taxpayers would lose $160 mil-
lion, or perhaps even more than that,
depending on the value of the assets
sold in the case of the Russia fund
alone. Those are monies that might
otherwise go to help fund other worth-
while programs.

Perhaps this is not the bill in which
to debate that issue, and our efforts in
committee to address it in this meas-
ure were unsuccessful. But I take this
opportunity to point out that issue in
the hopes that the administration will
be supported by Congress in its efforts
to follow current practice and ensure
that our Treasury gets back that very
significant sum of money.
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Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 2949, authorizing
15 million dollars in appropriations to
the Eurasia Foundation for Fiscal
Years 2008 and 2009. This legislation
will enable the Eurasia Foundation—
which has been operating in the former
Soviet Union since 1992—to continue to
engage at the highest level in democ-
racy building, civil society promotion
and private sector expansion.

I wish to thank Chairman LANTOS
and Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN for
their support of this legislation, as well
as Congressman GALLEGLY who was the
lead sponsor of this legislation in the
109th Congress. All of these Members
have been tireless advocates for pro-
viding critical aid and support to
former Soviet countries.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation comes
at a critical time in our relations with
Eurasian states that are still in polit-
ical, economic and social transition
following the collapse of the Soviet
Union. It is also coming at a time when
U.S. aid to the region is unconscion-
ably shrinking. To this end, organiza-
tions such as the Eurasia Foundation
are critical components of our strategy
to remain engaged at governmental
and non-governmental levels in a re-
gion that stretches from Armenia to
Uzbekistan and from TUKkraine to
Kazakhstan.

This legislation recognizes the im-
portant work being done by the Eur-
asia Foundation and its efforts to pro-
mote civil society, public administra-
tion and rule of law—in a region of the
world that needs America’s attention,
assistance and support. Passage of H.R.
2949 today will provide the Eurasia
Foundation—a partner of the U.S.—the
funds it needs to continue to issue
thousands of grants and operate pro-
grams in Eurasia that have proven to
be effective over fourteen years.

Again, I want to thank Chairman
LANTOS and Ranking Member ROS-
LEHTINEN for supporting this impor-
tant legislation and urge my colleagues
to vote in favor of this legislation when
it comes to the floor for a vote.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 2949, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONGRATULATING NICOLAS
SARKOZY ON HIS ELECTION TO
THE PRESIDENCY OF FRANCE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 379) congratulating

November 5, 2007

Nicolas Sarkozy on his election to the
presidency of France, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 379

Whereas the Marquis de Lafayette and the
people of France offered unparalleled friend-
ship to the people of the United States in
their pursuit of freedom and democracy dur-
ing the American Revolution;

Whereas there are deep cultural ties be-
tween the American and French people, as
exemplified by the large flow of visitors each
year between the two nations, as well as ex-
tensive exchanges between United States and
French academic institutions, museums, and
sister cities;

Whereas the United States is France’s 6th
largest export market, and its top export
market outside of the European Union, and
for the United States, France is its 9th larg-
est trading partner, and the United States is
the largest foreign investor in France;

Whereas the United States and France are
working together to solve important inter-
national crises;

Whereas Nicolas Sarkozy, upon winning
the election to become the next President of
France, said that the United States can
count on France as a friend; and

Whereas the people of the United States
support any effort by the Governments of
France and the United States to maintain
and grow a spirit of friendship and coopera-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy on
his election to the presidency of France and
welcomes President Sarkozy on the occasion
of his appearance before a Joint Meeting of
Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution and
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I would first like to commend our
distinguished colleague, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE), for introducing
this important resolution that con-
gratulates Mr. Sarkozy on being elect-
ed the next President of France.

Over two centuries ago, the people of
France assisted the people of the
United States in their pursuit of inde-
pendence during the American Revolu-
tion. Since then, the U.S. and France
have shared an extensive and mutually
beneficial relationship. Today, the
United States and France are major
economic partners, with nearly $1 bil-
lion in trade taking place between the
two countries each and every day.
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France is the United States’ ninth
largest partner for trade in goods and
sixth largest partner for trade and
services. The United States and France
are scientific and technical partners as
well. Research institutions and private
companies in both countries partici-
pate in extensive scientific collabora-
tion on a wide range of issues, includ-
ing computer development, bio-
technology, and space exploration.

This spirit of cooperation also typi-
fies the cultural exchange that takes
place between American and French
academic institutions, museums, and
theatres. In light of our continued
friendship between the people of the
United States and France, we are hon-
ored that President Sarkozy will be ap-
pearing before a joint session of Con-
gress this week on November 7, 2007.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution, which congratulates Mr.
Nicholas Sarkozy on his election to the
presidency of France and welcomes
President Sarkozy to Washington.

I might also add that it is especially
nice that the leader of France has dem-
onstrated time and time again that he
has warm feelings towards the United
States of America and is, indeed, a pro-
American leader of France. The rela-
tions between the United States and
France in the past several years has
been a little frosty, and it’s nice to see
that those frosty relations have
thawed. It’s nice to see a leader of
France who understands and wants to
work with the United States and un-
derstands that we have a very close,
long-standing relationship between our
people.

I welcome President Sarkozy. I look
forward to hearing him when he speaks
before a joint session of the House and
Congress later on this week. I think
that this resolution is a fitting tribute
to him, and I believe that the United
States and France, under his leader-
ship, will enjoy warm ties.

If I can think a bit about my French
from grammar school, I could say, Vive
la France.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The great nation of France and the
United States of America have a shared
heritage of commitment to freedom
and independence. From time to time,
of course, we have made different
choices or followed different paths in
our commitment to the rule of law,
human rights and democracy, but we in
the United States are always grateful
to have France’s collaboration in ad-
vancing important foreign policy and
security objectives. The newly elected
President of France, Mr. Nicholas
Sarkozy, is this week paying an official
visit to Washington and will address a
joint meeting of this Congress during
his visit.

His visit prompts us to recall some of
the expressions of support Mr. Sarkozy
has offered to our country and some of
the concrete steps he has, indeed,
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taken to join with the United States in
addressing key issues of our day.

On the eve of the fifth anniversary of
the September 11 attacks, then-French
Interior Minister Nicholas Sarkozy
traveled to New York City to dem-
onstrate solidarity with the American
people on that occasion. During his
visit, Mr. Sarkozy paid tribute to New
York City’s Police and Fire Depart-
ments as part of the commemoration of
the anniversary and noted as part of
his remarks the following: ‘“One thing
is sure in the history of our two peo-
ples, each time we faced a challenge,
France was able to count on the United
States of America.”

He then presented to the New York
Fire Department the French Medal of
Honor, the very first time that the
medal, the highest award for French
firefighters, has been awarded to for-
eigners. By taking such actions, as
both Minister of the Interior and now
as the President of France, Mr.
Sarkozy has won the appreciation of
the American people.

I note that his attitude regarding the
necessity of preventing Iran from
achieving its nuclear ambitions, his ex-
pressed support for the nation of Israel
and his praise for the United States as
a land of opportunity are very much
appreciated as well.

Mr. Speaker, we are glad to have
France as an ally, and we hope to deep-
en the friendship and partnership that
the United States and France have en-
joyed so many times in the history of
our two countries. As the cochair of
the Congressional French Caucus, I be-
lieve that the resolution before us
today helps send a message of contin-
ued friendship with the people of
France while congratulating President
Sarkozy on his election and welcoming
him to the United States.

I ask all of my colleagues to join in
supporting this very timely resolution.

I have one additional speaker.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I would
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER) as much time as he may con-
sume.

Mr. DREIER. I thank my good friend
from Arkansas, the cochair of the U.S.-
French Caucus, and appreciate his
thoughtful remarks as well as the re-
marks of my friend from New York.

Mr. Speaker, I rise because I think it
is really a great day that we are once
again, after what could only be consid-
ered as somewhat of a hiatus in this in-
stitution, underscoring the importance
of the relationship between the United
States and France. It’s very clear that
there was a period of time when we
were quite critical of France and, in
fact, we all know that the sort of the
politically correct thing to do was to
engage in French bashing.

I always had a tough time with that
myself. One of the reasons is that as we
are here in this Chamber, the portrait
just to my right is of the man who
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underwrote the American Revolution,
Marquis de Lafayette. In fact, his por-
trait is the only portrait of a non-
American that hangs anywhere in this
great building, the U.S. Capitol.

For us to recognize, as my friend
from Arkansas just has said in his re-
marks, the great new, renewed friend-
ship with the election of President
Sarkozy between the United States and
France is, I think, a great thing. I am
very enthused about 11 o’clock Wednes-
day morning when we are in this very
Chamber going to hear the words of
France’s new President.

As my friend said, for Nicholas
Sarkozy, before he became President,
when he was a minister on the fifth an-
niversary of September 11, to go to
New York and demonstrate his soli-
darity with those who stood up to the
terrorists and, again, his great assist-
ance in working with us in supporting
the State of Israel, in making sure that
we do everything that we can to dimin-
ish the threat of the potential nuclear
buildup in Iran; of course, the kinds of
missions that Nicholas Sarkozy has
embarked on most recently to return
the hostages of many conflicts around
is something that, I believe, is to be
heralded. We just had the news this
morning that President Sarkozy per-
sonally was able to see the return of, I
think it was seven nurses, who had
been held hostage.

So his commitment to the cause of
freedom and liberty, and I will say, yes,
his underscoring the great importance
of the relationship and the alliance be-
tween France and the United States of
America is a great thing for us. I con-
gratulate my colleagues for their sup-
port and urge everyone to support this
resolution.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 379, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

I yield

———

EXPRESSING CONCERN RELATING
TO IRANIAN REGIME AND
MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 435) expressing concern
relating to the threatening behavior of
the Iranian regime and its leader
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Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and the activi-
ties of terrorist organizations spon-
sored by that regime in Latin America,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 435

Whereas the Department of State has said
that Iran is the ‘“‘most active state sponsor of
terrorism’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2007
International Narcotics Control Strategy
Report moved Iran to a ‘‘Jurisdiction of Pri-
mary Concern’’;

Whereas in February 2006, the chairman of
the Iranian legislative body announced an
offer to assist Venezuela with a nuclear pro-
gram;

Whereas in February 2006, Cuba, Ven-
ezuela, and Syria were the only 3 member
nations of the 35-nation board of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency to vote
against referring Iran to the United Nations
Security Council for its nuclear program;

Whereas in September 2007, Iran requested
observer-status membership in the
Bolivarian Alternative for the Peoples of the
Americas (ALBA), an organization led by
Hugo Chavez, President of Venezuela, to
counter United States-led efforts for free
trade in that region;

Whereas in September 2007, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, the President of Iran, made
his third visit in one year to Latin America,
this time visiting Venezuela and Bolivia,
where Mr. Ahmadinejad announced a com-
mitment of Iranian investment in Bolivia of
up to $1,000,000,000 over five years;

Whereas Mr. Ahmadinejad and Mr. Chavez
have announced plans for a $2,000,000,000
shared fund to invest in projects in countries
that Mr. Chavez characterized as seeking to
“liberate themselves from the U.S. impe-
rialist yoke’’;

Whereas in July 2007, the Venezuelan en-
ergy minister announced plans to sell gaso-
line to Iran following riots in Iran opposing
the Iranian Government’s policy of gas ra-
tioning;

Whereas in March, 2007 routine civilian air-
line flights were established from Tehran,
Iran directly to Caracas, Venezuela;

Whereas the 2006 State Department’s Coun-
try Reports on Terrorism stated that Ven-
ezuela is not ‘‘fully cooperating’” with
United States antiterrorism efforts;

Whereas according to the State Depart-
ment, ‘“‘an individual claiming to be a mem-
ber of an Islamic extremist group in Ven-
ezuela placed two pipe bombs outside the
American Embassy in Caracas on October 23,
2006. Venezuelan police safely disposed of the
two pipe bombs and immediately made one
arrest. The investigation by Venezuelan au-
thorities resulted in the additional arrest of
the alleged ideological leader of the group.
At year’s end, both suspects remained in jail
and prosecutors were pressing terrorism
charges against them”’;

Whereas Hizbollah, Iran’s proxy terrorist
group, executed the deadliest terrorist at-
tack against Americans abroad since World
War II, the 1983 suicide bombing of a United
States Marine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon,
that killed 241 American servicemen;

Whereas Iran and Hizbollah were involved
in the two deadliest terrorist attacks in Ar-
gentina: the March 1992 bombing of the
Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
which killed 29 people and the July 1994 at-
tack against the Argentine-Israeli Mutual
Association (AMIA), which killed 85 people;

Whereas the Government of Argentina is
currently seeking legal action against the
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perpetrators of the 1994 AMIA terrorist at-
tack;

Whereas in September 2007, the President
of Argentina said to the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, ‘I want to stress here, in the
United Nations headquarters, that unfortu-
nately until now, the Islamic Republic of
Iran has not collaborated with the Argentine
justice system to clarify what occurred’’;

Whereas according to a 2003 report by the
Library of Congress, money laundered in the
tri-border region, the area where Argentina,
Paraguay and Brazil meet, ‘‘probably are in
the billions of dollars per year’ and
‘‘Hizbollah has reaped hundreds of millions
of dollars in profits from narcotics and arms
trafficking, product piracy, and other illicit
activities in the tri-border area’’;

Whereas the television station Telemundo
interviewed residents of the tri-border region
who said that ‘‘they’re only waiting for an
order to put bombs on their body and attack
the United States’’;

Whereas in March 2007, Brazilian officials
arrested 31 people for illegally issuing pass-
ports over the past 14 years, and press re-
ports indicate that some of these passports
may have been provided to members of ter-
rorist organizations, including members of
Hizbollah;

Whereas Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, and
the United States have formed the 3+1
Group, which has focused on the financing of
terrorism, drug and arms trafficking, and
border security, as well as the exchange of
information, with the purpose of preventing
terrorism and transnational crimes in the
tri-border region;

Whereas in November 2006, Brazil estab-
lished a new Regional Intelligence Center in
the tri-border region, dedicated to coordi-
nating intelligence activities of the police
forces of Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay,
and invited Argentina and Paraguay to send
official representatives to the Center;

Whereas in March 2007, the Organization of
American States’ Inter-American Committee
Against Terrorism (CICTE) reaffirmed that
“terrorism in all its forms and manifesta-
tions, whatever its origin or motivation, has
no justification whatsoever, affects the full
enjoyment and exercise of human rights, and
constitutes a grave threat to international
peace and security, democratic institutions,
and the values enshrined in the OAS Charter,
the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and
other regional and international instru-
ments’’;

Whereas in July 2007, the Government of
Argentina enacted anti-terrorism legislation
that put in place harsher penalties for co-
operating with terrorists; and

Whereas as of March 2007, the Government
of Brazil was considering expanded anti-ter-
rorism legislation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses concern over the emerging na-
tional security implications of the Iranian
regime’s efforts to expand its influence in
Latin America;

(2) supports the existing counterterrorism
efforts of Latin American countries, includ-
ing the successful counterterrorism efforts of
the 3+1 Group (consisting of Brazil, Argen-
tina, Paraguay, and the United States);

(3) emphasizes the importance of elimi-
nating Hizbollah’s financial network in the
tri-border region of South America where
Brazil, Paraguay, and Argentina meet and
throughout the Western Hemisphere;

(4) commends and supports the efforts of
individual countries and regional bodies in
the Western Hemisphere that have led efforts
to eliminate terrorist financing and other
terrorist operations;

(5) calls on the United States Government
to work with governments in the Western
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Hemisphere to pursue an antiterrorism cam-
paign based on cooperation and constant vig-
ilance;

(6) urges the United States Government to
work bilaterally and multilaterally with
countries in the Western Hemisphere to help
them create antiterrorism legislation that
would give governmental authorities new
tools to take action against terrorist net-
works; and

(7) recommends that the President of the
United States create more mechanisms for
joint counterterrorism operations and
intraregional information sharing among
supportive countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere, especially in light of Iran’s increased
involvement in the region.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

O 1445

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution and yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I want to thank the gentlemen from
Florida, Mr. KLEIN and Mr. MACK, both
active and valued members of the Sub-
committee on the Western Hemisphere,
which I chair, for their work on this
timely and important resolution that
raises awareness about Iran’s growing
foothold in the Western Hemisphere
and its national security implications
for all countries of this region.

This resolution is particularly valu-
able as it catalogues a series of facts
and actions related to the growing
presence of Iran south of our border.

Last month, immediately after his
address to the United Nations General
Assembly, Iranian President
Ahmadinejad flew to Venezuela and Bo-
livia. This was his third trip the region
this year. Mr. Ahmadinejad has used
these trips to announce increased dip-
lomatic cooperation and multilateral
agreements on energy and industry.

Iranian involvement, Mr. Speaker, in
Latin America is not new, as we all
know. In 1994, Iran and its proxy ter-
rorist group, Hezbollah, were involved
in planning the bombing of the AMIA
Jewish Cultural Center in Buenos
Aires, where 85 people lost their lives
in the bombing.

In fact, just last week I met with the
U.S. Ambassador to Argentina, who up-
dated me on Argentina’s progress on
the AMIA bombings.

Hezbollah remains operational in
parts of Latin America, and they con-
tinue to fundraise for their global oper-
ations.
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The United States must do every-
thing we can to help Latin America
crack down on terrorist groups in the
region, both through joint military ex-
ercises and through legislation, giving
to governments new tools to eliminate
the terrorist threats.

I strongly urge passage of this timely
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I welcome the focus this bill places
on the growing influence of Iran in
Latin America. Because Iran is the
leading state sponsor of terrorism, we
dare not lose sight of its increasing
presence and activities in the region,
nor can we forget its past trans-
gressions.

One year ago, Argentina’s State
Prosecutor concluded that the horrific
1994 AMIA bombing was ‘‘decided and
organized by the highest leaders of the
former government of Iran.”

Yet, somehow the leader of Iran con-
tinues to be warmly received by many
in the hemisphere. In fact, he has found
much strength in his friendship formed
with Hugo Chavez, Ahmadinejad’s key
ally in the region.

The implications of Iran’s presence in
Latin America are disconcerting in
themselves. When partnered with the
power of Venezuela’s petroleum, it is
truly a cause for alarm and concern.

Ahmadinejad has capitalized on his
relationship with Chavez to inject his
influence throughout the hemisphere,
recently signing a cooperation agree-
ment worth $1 billion with Bolivia, and
is reportedly making plans to establish
an embassy for the first time in Quito,
Ecuador.

Furthermore, the disturbing alliance
between Venezuela, Iran and Cuba can-
not be ignored. The radical efforts of
Ahmadinejad, Chavez and Castro to
stir anti-U.S. resentment in the region
and support for anti-American regimes
across the hemisphere are an increas-
ing and undeniable threat to our secu-
rity. For this reason, we must remain
vigilant in our attention to the hemi-
sphere and be sincere in our efforts to
strengthen our relationships with the
nations of Latin America.

I commend the efforts being taken by
the U.S. and our partners in Latin
America to combat terrorist activities.
However, we must recognize that if the
U.S. is to support the efforts of our
friends in the region, we must support
them wholeheartedly. We cannot con-
tinue to send mixed signals. Denying
free trade agreements with Colombia,
while calling for increased cooperation
on any front is not good, fair or effec-
tive policy.

I thank my colleague for introducing
this measure and look forward to addi-
tional efforts by Congress to com-
prehensively support our security in
the Western Hemisphere.

Again, I have one more speaker, Mr.
ENGEL.

Mr. ENGEL. I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he would like to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER).

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I again
thank my friend from Arkansas for
yielding, and I thank the gentleman
from New York for his very thoughtful
remarks on this important resolution.
I rise in strong support of it.

I think that both my friends from
New York and Arkansas have under-
scored the grave concern that we have
about Iran’s entry into this hemi-
sphere, and especially in the remarks
offered by the gentleman from Arkan-
sas, Mr. Speaker, he underscored this
nexus which has been developed by
Hugo Chavez in Caracas, Venezuela and
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Now, what is it that we have seen?
Obviously there are a great deal of dif-
ferences that exist when it comes to
the vision that a Hugo Chavez would
have and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad would
have. But they have rallied around one
particular point, and that is, virulent
opposition to everything that the
United States of America stands for.
Both of them have been hypercritical
of the United States and our policies
and the cause of freedom, quite frank-
ly, based on what we’ve seen in both
countries.

The thing that is most troubling is
the fact that Mr. Chavez has had this
pattern of inviting Mr. Ahmadinejad
into this hemisphere and, basically,
continuing to promote the anti-Amer-
ican sentiment. And it is cause for con-
cern, and I believe this resolution is
very important.

Mr. Chavez took Mr. Ahmadinejad to
the inauguration of Rafael Correa in
Quito, Ecuador. And again, as my
friend from Arkansas has just said, the
prospect of an Iranian Embassy open-
ing in Quito is something that’s very
troubling.

Similarly, he took him to meet with
Evo Morales, the President of Bolivia,
again, a very, very troubling sign. And
I will say, quite frankly, I am even con-
cerned about, while we’ve heralded the
election that took place a week ago
yesterday in Argentina, I do believe
that there is reason for concern of the
potential for this linkage there that
exists. I think it’s very exciting to see
Cristina Kirchner become the Presi-
dent, succeeding her husband in Argen-
tina, but I do believe that we need to
remain very vigilant in looking at this
linkage between Hugo Chavez,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and others
within this hemisphere.

I would also like to laud my col-
league from Arkansas for underscoring
the importance of continuing to build
our economic alliances with those
countries in the hemisphere that are
committed to political pluralism, the
development of democratic institu-
tions, the rule of law and self-deter-
mination.

We are on the verge, this week, we’re
going to be addressing the issue of a
U.S.-Peru free trade agreement. We
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also have on the horizon, as we all
know, in this hemisphere both the Pan-
ama and the Colombia free trade agree-
ments.

And so I will say, Mr. Speaker, 1
think this resolution is very timely. I
congratulate my friends for under-
scoring the importance of this. And I
hope that a by-product of it will be the
recognition that working with our al-
lies in this region to develop even
stronger economic ties should be the
next step for us to take.

Again, I urge strong support of this
resolution.

Mr. MACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my support for House Resolution 435,
concerning lIran’s growing influence in Latin
America.

| also want to thank my colleague from Flor-
ida, Congressman RON KLEIN, for all of his
hard work on this resolution.

He is passionate about Latin America and it
has been a pleasure to work with you to get
this important resolution to the floor today.

This resolution, which has garnered wide,
bi-partisan support, formally expresses what
many of us have known for quite some time:
Iran’s growing ties and meddling in Latin
America is a grave concern for us all.

There is no doubt that Iran has given stra-
tegic, financial, logistical, and tactical support
and safe haven to terrorists groups such as
Hezbollah and others.

And, according to military leaders at U.S.
Southern Command, there is no doubt that Is-
lamic terrorist groups, such as Hezbollah,
have infiltrated indigenous groups throughout
significant areas of Latin America in order to
develop terrorist networks throughout the re-
gion.

Of particular concern to me is the growing
and burgeoning friendship between Iran’s
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez.

Iran, in my opinion, is seeking to do in Ven-
ezuela what the former Soviet Union did in
Cuba: establish a base of operations in the
Western Hemisphere in order to foment hatred
and instability throughout the region.

This should cause great alarm for us all.

But this problem is bigger than Iran and
Venezuela alone.

For far too long we have ignored growing
unrest and loss of freedoms and the founda-
tions for democracy throughout Latin America.

| have publicly and privately urged this ad-
ministration and Congress to embrace our al-
lies and do more throughout the region.

Our neglect has allowed leaders such as
President Chavez to whip up opposition to the
United States.

And further neglect, should we not act now
to support our friends in the region, will allow
Iran and others to continue to grow their ter-
rorist networks throughout Latin America.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this important resolution.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, having
no further speakers, I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
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rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 435, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING THE CLOSE RELA-
TIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF
SAN MARINO

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 236)
recognizing the close relationship be-
tween the United States and the Re-
public of San Marino, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 236

Whereas the Republic of San Marino is the
oldest republic in the world;

Whereas the Republic of San Marino was
founded by those fleeing the religious perse-
cution of the Roman Empire, and has ad-
hered to the principles of tolerance and indi-
vidual liberty throughout its history;

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of San Marino have long held close ties
based on common interests and common val-
ues;

Whereas the special bond between the Re-
public of San Marino and the United States
was first expressed nearly a century and a
half ago in an exchange of letters between
President Abraham Lincoln and the Captains
Regent of San Marino;

Whereas President Lincoln expressed in his
letter his deep respect for the Republic of
San Marino as ‘“‘one of the most honored in
all of history” and took encouragement from
its example that a ‘‘government founded on
republican principles is capable of being so
administered as to be secure and enduring’’;

Whereas the Republic of San Marino has
been a steadfast ally of the United States in
many international organizations, such as
the United Nations and the International
Monetary Fund;

Whereas the Republic of San Marino has
been a close collaborator on a number of key
economic issues, such as the protection of in-
tellectual property;

Whereas the Republic of San Marino has
been a close collaborator in the fight against
terrorism, including efforts to combat inter-
national terrorist financing;

Whereas through its chairmanship of the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Eu-
rope, the Republic of San Marino has worked
to promote inter-religious and inter-cultural
dialogue;

Whereas earlier this year, the United
States and the Republic of San Marino up-
graded their diplomatic relations to ambas-
sador-level, and exchanged the first bilateral
Ambassadors in our history;

Whereas Paolo Rondelli, the first Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Republic of San Marino to the United
States, presented his credentials to Presi-
dent Bush at a ceremony at the White House
on July 25, 2007; and

Whereas the Honorable Ronald P. Spogli
presented credentials to the Captains Regent
(co-Heads of State) in a ceremony in San
Marino’s Palazzo Publico on March 8, 2007:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—
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(1) recognizes the close relationship be-
tween the United States and the Republic of
San Marino;

(2) expresses its deep gratitude to the Re-
public of San Marino for its close collabora-
tion and support in issues of critical impor-
tance to our economic and national security
interests; and

(3) commemorates the first bilateral ex-
change of Ambassadors in the history of our
long relationship.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution and
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

I would like to thank my good friend
and colleague, the gentleman from
California (Mr. DREIER), for intro-
ducing this resolution that recognizes
a small but important friend of the
United States.

It is often said, Mr. Speaker, that
good things come in small packages,
and in the case of San Marino, this is
certainly true. San Marino is the third
smallest country in Europe, only Vati-
can City and Monaco being smaller.

San Marino, which is home to 29,000
inhabitants in a territory one-third the
size of the District of Columbia, at-
tracts several million visitors a year.
The tourist industry makes up over 50
percent of the country’s GDP.

San Marino is said to be the oldest
republic in the world. It was founded in
301 A.D. by Marinus of Rab, a Christian
fleeing from religious persecution by
the Roman Emperor.

Its constitution, which dates back to
1600, is the world’s oldest written con-
stitution, and remains in effect to this
day.

San Marino has been an active player
at the international level, including
the United Nations, International Mon-
etary Fund, and Council of Europe.
Through these bodies, San Marino has
sought to promote interreligious and
intercultural dialogue, as well as the
protection of intellectual property.

San Marino has also cultivated a
close friendship with the United States
based on our shared values and inter-
ests. This relationship was first ex-
pressed when President Abraham Lin-
coln exchanged letters with the Cap-
tains Regent of San Marino.

Nearly 150 years after these letters
were sent, the United States and San
Marino upgraded their bilateral rela-
tions to include the first ever exchange

November 5, 2007

of ambassadors. President Bush wel-
comed San Marino’s new Ambassador,
Paulo Rondelli, during a White House
ceremony on July 25. U.S. Ambassador
Ronald Spogli presented his credentials
to the Captains Regent in San Marino’s
Palazzo Publico on March 8. I welcome
this development in our bilateral rela-
tions, and look forward to ever closer
cooperation with our European ally.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution which recog-
nizes the close relationship between
our two countries, expresses gratitude
to San Marino for its friendship and
support, and commemorates the first
ever exchange of ambassadors.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let’s take a moment to
recognize an ally whose relationship
with the United States certainly ex-
ceeds its size. Completely surrounded
by Italy, the European microstate of
San Marino has the smallest popu-
lation of all the members of the Coun-
cil of Europe. Yet, San Marino has
made a strong ally of the United
States, most notably within a number
of international institutions, including
the United Nations and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. In fact, the
U.S. and San Marino have collaborated
closely on several key issues such as
combating international terrorist fi-
nancing and protecting intellectual
property rights.

Moreover, San Marino has been a
leader in promoting interreligious and
intercultural dialogue within the Euro-
pean Union. The value of our relation-
ship was marked earlier this year by
the first exchange of ambassadors be-
tween the U.S. and San Marino.

I, therefore, ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting Ranking Member
DREIER’s H. Con. Res. 236, recognizing
our close relationship with the Repub-
lic of San Marino.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the author of this resolution, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER) such time as he may consume.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my colleagues, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
B00ZMAN), for their very thoughtful re-
marks on this resolution.

I also want to join in expressing my
appreciation to my fellow Californian,
the distinguished Chair of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, Mr. LANTOS
and, of course, the ranking Republican,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN.

O 1500

I think both of the sets of remarks
offered underscore something that is
extraordinarily important, and that is
that we thank and express our appre-
ciation to our allies, no matter how
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large or how small their populations,
in dealing with the challenges that we
face internationally.

But I will say I have a particular in-
terest in the world’s oldest republic be-
cause I am privileged to represent its
namesake, the City of San Marino,
California.

I had the privilege, Mr. Speaker, of
leading the first bipartisan delegation
to what, as my friend from New York
correctly said, is the oldest republic on
the face of the Earth, and we took this
delegation back in 2004 to the Republic
of San Marino. I had the opportunity
to present to the Captains Regent, as
was said, the co-heads of their state, of
their government, a proclamation
passed by the San Marino City Council
expressing its greetings and apprecia-
tion for the friendship that they share.

San Marino, California, was named at
its founding for the republic on the
Adriatic Sea and displays in its seal
Mount Titano, where the republic was
first established. Today, like its name-
sake, San Marino, California, is known
for its beauty. It is home to the Hun-
tington Library and Gardens, one of
Southern California’s great treasures.
But the relationship with the Republic
of San Marino reaches far beyond beau-
ty. It’s my hope that this resolution
will help to make us all more aware of
the great bond the TUnited States
shares with this small, but very impor-
tant, country.

The Republic of San Marino, as was
said, was founded over 17 centuries ago
by those who were fleeing the religious
persecution of the Roman Empire.
They founded a community based on
liberty and tolerance 1,300 years before
the Pilgrims would land on Plymouth
Rock on a similar endeavor. Since
those early days of the republic, San
Marino has continued its strong tradi-
tion of democracy and freedom.

Our close bond, based on a shared
commitment to these principles, was
first, as my friend from New York said,
recorded in history through an ex-
change of letters between President
Lincoln and the Captains Regent.
President Lincoln expressed in that
letter his deep respect for the Republic
of San Marino, saying, ‘‘as one of the
most honored in all of world history.”

Mr. Speaker, he took encouragement
from its example that any ‘‘govern-
ment founded on republican principles
is capable of being so administered as
to be secure and enduring.” Those are
the words of President Lincoln. Now,
as our Nation faced a great crisis, Lin-
coln looked to the example of San
Marino, which had endured for so long
while standing with its small ‘“‘r”’ re-
publican foundation.

As the United States has faced new
crises in the 20th and 21st centuries, it
has again relied upon San Marino for
its steadfast support within inter-
national institutions such as the
United Nations. San Marino has been a
close collaborator on a number of crit-
ical issues like combating inter-
national terrorist financing. This year
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we have honored their friendship and
support, as was said, by elevating our
relationship to the ambassadorial
level.

My good friend and fellow Califor-
nian Ron Spogli, as the first U.S. Am-
bassador to the Republic of San
Marino, presented his credentials to
the Captains Regent in a ceremony in
San Marino’s Palazzo Publico on March
8 of 2007. And as my friend from New
York said, the exchange was completed
when on July 25 of this year, Paolo
Rondelli, the first Ambassador of the
Republic of San Marino to the United
States, presented his credentials to
President Bush at the White House.

Mr. Speaker, today we honor this ex-
change of ambassadors, and we honor
the close relationship between our Na-
tion and the world’s oldest republic and
the fundamental values that bind us.

And, again, I thank my colleagues for
their support of this resolution.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of Congressman DREIER’S res-
olution.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 236, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF ETHIOPIA ON ETHIOPIA’S
SECOND MILLENNIUM

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 550) congratulating the
people of Ethiopia on the second mil-
lennium of Ethiopia, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 550

Whereas Ethiopia is a proud country with
a long, rich history;

Whereas the earliest known hominid,
internationally known as Lucy and classified
as the Australopithecus Afarensis, was found
in Ethiopia;

Whereas in the 9th century, Ethiopians dis-
covered coffee beans in what is now known
as the Kaffa region;

Whereas Lalibela, a group of 11 medieval
monolithic rock-hewn churches, was con-
structed in the 13th-century during the
Zagwe Dynasty;

H12469

Whereas in 1978, Lalibela was recognized on
the World Heritage List as a property consid-
ered to have outstanding universal cultural
value by the World Heritage Committee of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);

Whereas in the mid-19th century, Emperor
Tewodros II began the modernization of
Ethiopia and led a successful campaign to
unify Ethiopia;

Whereas the proud and courageous people
of Ethiopia defeated the invading Italian
army in the Battle of Adowa in 1896;

Whereas United States-Ethiopian relations
were established on December 27, 1903, by
Emperor Menelik II and President Theodore
Roosevelt;

Whereas since then, the Ethiopian-Amer-
ican community has grown to become the
second largest African immigrant group in
the United States;

Whereas in 1908, European colonial powers
recognized Ethiopia’s borders and sov-
ereignty;

Whereas in 1923, Ethiopia officially banned
the slave trade;

Whereas in 1923,
League of Nations;

Whereas Ethiopia is the only country in
Africa that was never colonized, with the ex-
ception of the 6 years of occupation by the
Fascist government of Italy;

Whereas Ethiopia played an important role
in the struggle for freedom for many African
countries during the colonial period;

Whereas in 1930, Ras Tafari Makonnen was
crowned as Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethi-
opia;

Whereas Emperor Haile Selassie modern-
ized Ethiopia, kept the country united, and
largely peaceful;

Whereas in 1974, Emperor Haile Selassie
was ousted from power through a military
coup by the Derg junta and Lt. Col. Mengistu
Haile Mariam was installed as Head of State;

Whereas in May 1991, the brutal Mengistu
dictatorship came to an end after a 17-year
reign of terror;

Whereas Ethiopia was a founding member
of the United Nations and one of the original
drafters of the Security Council Charter;

Whereas Ethiopia played a pivotal role in
creating the Organization of Africa Unity
(OAU), which was founded on May 25, 1963;

Whereas Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, became
the headquarters of the OAU and remains
the headquarters of its successor, the Afri-
can Union; and

Whereas the 8th African Union Summit,
held from January 29-30, 2007, officially de-
clared the second Ethiopian millennium as
the second African millennium: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the people of Ethiopia on
the second millennium of Ethiopia;

(2) recognizes the long, rich history of
Ethiopia;

(3) commends Ethiopia’s contribution to
peace and stability on the African continent
through the role it played in the creation of
the Organization of African Unity (OAU);

(4) recognizes the longstanding relation-
ship between Ethiopia and the United States;

(56) commends the organizers of the second
millennium celebration in Ethiopia and the
United States; and

(6) commends the peaceful and jubilant
celebration of the second millennium of
Ethiopia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

Ethiopia joined the
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion.

I first want to thank the gentleman
from California, our colleague Mr.
HonDA, for this resolution congratu-
lating the Ethiopian people for their
nation’s second millennium. I also
commend America’s large KEthiopian
community, the Committee for the
Celebration of the Ethiopian Millen-
nium, and Ambassador Samuel Assefa
and his staff for making the celebra-
tion in Washington, D.C. a truly memo-
rable event. That celebration brought
together the finest Ethiopian artists,
musicians, scientists, and scholars
from around the world for the purpose
of making the event not just a social
festival but also a learning experience.

Mr. Speaker, Ethiopia is one of the
most fascinating countries in the
world. It is a country of great antiq-
uity with a culture and tradition dat-
ing back thousands of years. The most
recent humanoid remains yet discov-
ered, known as ‘‘Lucy,” were found in
Ethiopia.

Modern-day Ethiopia is a multiethnic
country with some 83 languages spo-
ken, most of which belong to four main
language groups. It is a multireligious
country where for centuries, Chris-
tians, Muslims, and Jews have co-ex-
isted.

In a region of the country known as
Kaffa, Ethiopians in the ninth century
discovered what we now know as cof-
fee. Ethiopians still practice a tradi-
tional ceremony around coffee, a sig-
nificant social event of the day for
family and community.

Today Ethiopia is an emerging de-
mocracy, a leader on the continent of
Africa, and a friend to the United
States. Ethiopia stood by the American
people on September 11 and has contin-
ued to cooperate with the U.S. Govern-
ment and the world community in the
fight against terrorism.

I wish to express our gratitude and to
extend our best wishes to the people of
Ethiopia as their nation observes the
beginning of its third millennium.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to rise in support of H.
Res. 550, which congratulates the peo-
ple of Ethiopia as they celebrate their
second millennium. This commends
Ethiopia’s contribution to peace and
stability on the African continent and
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recognizes the longstanding relation-
ship between Ethiopia and the United
States.

While much of the world celebrated
the dawn of the second millennium in
January of 2000, Ethiopia recognizes
the Coptic calendar, which falls 7 years
behind our own. This practice is in
keeping with Ethiopia’s long and rich
cultural heritage.

Ethiopia is the only country on the
African continent never to have been
colonized and, in fact, played an impor-
tant role in the liberation struggles of
numerous other African countries dur-
ing the colonial period. It continues to
play an important role in promoting
peace across the continent, both as a
major supporter of peacekeeping ef-
forts and the home of the African
Union.

Ethiopia has served as a model of re-
ligious toleration in the region, a place
where Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
have co-existed peacefully for cen-
turies. Ethiopia also is home to count-
less historical artifacts and world her-
itage sites, including the earliest
known hominid, Lucy; and the medie-
val rock churches of Lalibela, which
have been recognized as a wonder of
the world. All of these facts have con-
tributed to the strong sense of pride
and nationalism that Ethiopians enjoy
today.

And while Ethiopia continues to face
significant challenges in terms of secu-
rity and democratic and economic de-
velopment, this is a country that has
served as one of the strongest allies of
the United States in the region. The
value of our relationship should not be
taken lightly.

I was particularly pleased to learn
that Prime Minister Meles, Ethiopia’s
Prime Minister, kicked off the celebra-
tions in September by granting am-
nesty to thousands of political pris-
oners, including a number of opposition
leaders.

It is my hope that the spirit of re-
birth and reconciliation engendered in
the celebration will continue to take
root as Ethiopia embarks on a second
millennium.

So I rise to congratulate our friends
in Ethiopia on this joyous occasion,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this measure.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have now concluded
six bills that came out of the Foreign
Affairs Committee, and I just want to
congratulate all the sponsors of the
bills and the members of the com-
mittee. You can see these bills were all
supported with strong bipartisan sup-
port. But I want to especially commend
the staffs on both sides of the aisle for
working very, very hard in getting
these bills through.

The very first bill we did was H.R.
15667, which was my bill, the Stop TB
Now Act of 2007. And I want to espe-
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cially commend my legislative direc-
tor, Emily Gibbons, who was so respon-
sible for this bill. If it wasn’t for her, I
don’t think this bill would have come
to its fruition. She was tenacious and
was extraordinarily helpful to me in
passing this legislation, and this legis-
lation is clearly also a tribute to her
fine work.

So I wanted to mention that, and I
wanted to again thank my colleague
from Arkansas.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 550,
congratulating the people of Ethiopia on the
second millennium of Ethiopia, and for other
purposes, introduced by my distinguished col-
league from California, Representative Mi-
CHAEL HONDA. This important legislation recog-
nizes the significant efforts made by the gov-
ernment of Ethiopia to move forward in peace
and stability, and it encourages our continued
relationship.

Ethiopia is currently on the road to democ-
racy. This is a path that should be paved with
civil and political discourse, peaceful transi-
tions of power, and respect for human rights.
By necessity, the achievement of a modern
democracy requires the implementation of
electoral reforms, the separation of powers in
the government, and the establishment of a
truly independent judiciary. These are the
founding principles of our American Republic,
and | have seen firsthand the progress on the
path to democracy Ethiopia has made since
the brutal dictatorship of Mengistu Haile
Mariam was brought down in 1991. | strongly
believe that the United States should do all it
can to support this transition, including bol-
stering civil society and speaking out when
fundamental human rights are violated.

Ethiopia has a long and proud history. It is
the cradle of mankind, as illustrated by Lucy,
also known as Dinkinesh (Amharic for “you
are wonderful”), which is the nearly complete
hominid skeleton discovered by archaeologists
in the Awash Valley of Ethiopia on November
30, 1974. Lucy is estimated to have lived 3.2
million years ago and has redefined science’s
understanding of human evolution. | was
happy to work with Texas State Senator Rod-
ney Ellis, Ethiopian Ambassador Samuel
Assefa, and the Houston Museum of Natural
Science to bring Lucy to Houston, which is
one of only nine American cities and the only
city in Texas to host the exhibit. The bones
are currently on display in Houston, and will
be until April 2008.

Ethiopia is also the oldest independent na-
tion in Africa, has never been colonized, and
is home to the African Union. Despite Ethio-
pia’s rich history, however, recent decades
have brought hardship and suffering to Ethio-
pia’s people, through military conflict, natural
disasters, and a military dictatorship.

For over a decade in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and prior to that in the Houston
city council, | have been an outspoken and
unwavering advocate for the country of Ethi-
opia and its people, both in Ethiopia and in the
diaspora. Following in the legendary footsteps
of my predecessor, Mickey Leland, who died
attempting to alleviate the starvation faced by
Ethiopia’s innocent populace, | have been a
champion of increasing foreign aid to, political,
economic, and social cooperation with, and
improving human rights in Ethiopia.
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Mr. Speaker, | believe this legislation is ex-
tremely important in encouraging the progres-
sive strides of the government of Ethiopia.
This legislation not only congratulates the peo-
ple of Ethiopia on Ethiopia’s second millen-
nium and their long and rich history, but also
commends Ethiopia’s contribution to peace
and stability on the African continent through
its role in the creation of the Organization of
African Unity. It further recognizes the long-
standing Ethiopia-U.S. relationship and com-
mends the organizers of the second millen-
nium celebrations both in Ethiopia and the
United States.

| strongly urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 550, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL HEROES CREDIT
PROTECTION ACT

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 513) to amend the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act to enhance the
protection of credit ratings of active
duty military personnel who are acti-
vated for military service, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 513

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National He-
roes Credit Protection Act”.

SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF CREDIT RATINGS OF
MEMBERS OF THE RESERVE COMPO-
NENTS DEPLOYED IN SUPPORT OF
CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title II of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C.
App. 521 et seq.) is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“SEC. 208. PROTECTION OF CREDIT RATINGS OF
MEMBERS OF RESERVE COMPO-
NENTS DEPLOYED IN SUPPORT OF
CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS.

‘(a) REQUEST FOR MILITARY SERVICE DE-
PLOYMENT EXPLANATION.—At any time dur-
ing or after serving on active duty in support
of a contingency operation, an eligible
servicemember may request that a consumer
reporting agency include a military service
deployment explanation with respect to a
qualifying account in the file of that
servicemember at the consumer reporting
agency.

‘“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONSUMER RE-
PORTING AGENCIES.—Upon receiving a request
from an eligible servicemember under sub-
section (a), a consumer reporting agency
shall—

‘(1) include a military service deployment
explanation with respect to a qualifying ac-
count in the file of that servicemember and
provide the military service deployment ex-
planation to each person who requests the
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credit score or consumer report of the
servicemember;

‘(2) develop and maintain procedures for
the referral to other such agencies of any
military service deployment explanation re-
ceived by the agency; and

‘“(3) notify the servicemember in writing
that the inclusion of any explanation or no-
tation in the file of the servicemember could
potentially negatively affect the credit rat-
ing of the servicemember and may not miti-
gate a low credit score.

“(c) DUTY OF RESELLER TO RECONVEY MILI-
TARY SERVICE DEPLOYMENT EXPLANATION.—A
reseller shall include in any report of the re-
seller on a servicemember any military serv-
ice deployment explanation placed in the file
of that servicemember by another consumer
reporting agency pursuant to this section.

‘(d) ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF MILITARY SERV-
ICE DEPLOYMENT EXPLANATION.—AnNy pro-
spective user of a consumer credit report
containing a military service deployment ex-
planation shall acknowledge such military
service deployment explanation.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section:

‘(1) The term ‘eligible servicemember’
means a member of a reserve component who
serves on active duty outside the continental
United States in support of a contingency
operation under a call or order specifying a
period of such service of not less than 180
days (or who enters such service under a call
or order specifying a period of 180 days or
less and who, without a break in service, re-
ceives orders extending the period of such
service to a period of not less than 180 days).

“(2) The term ‘military service deployment
explanation’ means a code generated by a
consumer reporting agency that is delivered
in conjunction with a consumer report or
credit score to a user of the consumer report
or credit score to indicate that the consumer
report or credit score of the consumer was
adversely affected during a period in which
the consumer was a servicemember serving
on active duty outside the continental
United States in support of a contingency
operation.

‘“(3) The term ‘contingency operation’ has
the meaning given that term under section
101(a)(13) of title 10, United States Code.

‘“(4) The term ‘active duty’ has the mean-
ing given that term under section 101(d)(1) of
title 10, United States Code.

‘(5) The term ‘consumer reporting agency’
has the meaning given that term under sec-
tion 603 of the Fair Credit Reporting Act.

‘(6) The term ‘reseller’ has the meaning
given that term under section 603 of the Fair
Credit Reporting Act.

‘“(7) The term ‘qualifying account’ means
an account that was opened by a
servicemember before the date on which the
servicemember was deployed outside the
continental United States in support of a
contingency operation, but only with respect
to obligations incurred before such date.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of such Act is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 207 the following new item:

‘‘Sec. 208. Protection of credit ratings of cer-
tain servicemembers.”’.

(c) MILITARY SERVICE DEPLOYMENT EXPLA-
NATION NOT TO AFFECT CERTAIN FUTURE
TRANSACTIONS.—Section 108 of such Act (50
U.S.C. App. 518) is amended in the matter
preceding paragraph (1), by inserting after
“‘liability of that servicemember’’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘, or the inclusion of a military serv-
ice deployment explanation in a file of the
servicemember at a consumer reporting
agency pursuant to section 208,”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As we approach Veterans Day in an-
other week, it is important that we, as
Members of the House, not just give
our speeches and ride in the parades on
Veterans Day but we actually do
things that will help our veterans, say
thank you for their service, and make
sure they get the benefits that are due
them when they return home, and that
they also avoid pitfalls that come
about because they are serving their
Nation abroad. There are many exam-
ples of this, and we are going to correct
a few today.

The first and most important, I
think, is to assure that when our serv-
ice men and women are abroad, when
they are in active duty, that they do
not face credit problems as a result of
that duty if they miss some payments
on bills back home. Our colleague, Mr.
BRADY from Philadelphia, chairman
also of our House Administration Com-
mittee, has looked at this problem and
has come up with a solution.

Mr. Speaker. | rise in strong support of H.R.
513, as amended.

| would like to thank my distinguished col-
league, Congressman ROBERT BRADY of
Pennsylvania, for crafting this important bill to
help protect our Nations veterans. I'd also like
to thank the Subcommittee on Economic Op-
portunity Chairwoman, STEPHANIE HERSETH
SANDLIN, and Ranking Member JOHN BOOZMAN
for the strong bipartisan leadership they dem-
onstrated in working on this legislation.

When called to duty, servicemembers
across our Nation leave their loved ones,
school, and work behind.

Unfortunately as we are witnessing today,
some of these servicemembers are returning
to letters of delinquency from credit lenders
and credit bureaus due to their extended mili-
tary service abroad.

Mr. Speaker, we must honor our
servicemembers’ sacrifice by providing them
with the resources and financial security need-
ed to protect what they have left behind, so
that they may have the peace of mind that
their financial interests are protected while
serving our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, a credit score
impacts all aspects of your life. It represents
you as a consumer and indicates to the poten-
tial lender if you are trustworthy of repaying
your debt. It also determines whether you will
qualify for a good interest for a home loan,
buying a car, or even school loans.

H.R. 513, as amended, would protect these
men and women while they are at war, by pro-
viding an explanation in their credit report.
This explanation would be generated by a
consumer reporting agency, and delivered in
conjunction with a consumer report or credit
score.

It will indicate in the consumer report, or
credit score, that the consumer was adversely
affected during a period in which the
servicemember was on active duty outside the
continental United States in support of a con-
tingency operation.
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To qualify, a person would have to be a
member of the National Guard or Reserve,
have the account open prior to deployment,
and served a specifying period of service of
no less than 180 days. By including a military
service deployment explanation, any person
who requests the credit score or consumer re-
port of the servicemember will be informed of
a potential reason of non-payment or missed
payments.

Currently, there is no credit protection of-
fered to the men and women in the National
Guard and Reserve.

Furthermore, this legislation alleviates the
servicemembers’ concerns over negative fi-
nancial implications of their deployment.

Regardless of your view on the war, we all
stand united in caring for our veterans. | urge
all my colleagues to join me in support of H.R.
513, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) to explain
how this bill will help our active duty
forces when they return home.

(Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

I rise in support of H.R. 513, the Na-
tional Heroes Credit Protection Act.

Just after the start of the Iraq war, I
met a lady who served in Operation
Desert Storm. This young lady told me
that problems in notifying her credi-
tors of deployment had almost cost her
to lose her home. Her problems are all
too common. This simple piece of legis-
lation was written with those heroes in
mind.

H.R. 513 would amend the Service-
members Civil Relief Act to require
credit reporting agencies, when asked,
to include a notation in a consumer re-
port or credit score for reserved mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces when
they are called up or deployed. The bill
would also require consumer reporting
agencies to refer the explanations to
other consumer reporting agencies.

More than 300,000 guardsmen and re-
servists have been called up since Sep-
tember 11. They are doing more mis-
sions and activations with fewer per-
sonnel. They shouldn’t have to worry
about protecting their credit while
they’re keeping us safe.

This bill is revenue neutral. CBO es-
timates that it would have no signifi-
cant effect on the Federal budget and
minimal costs to the private sector.
My staff have discussed this report
with representatives of the credit and
credit reporting agencies. They have
been helpful in suggesting ways to im-
prove the bill’s protection for our
troops and support the purpose and in-
tent of the measure.

This legislation protects creditors by
continuing to require repayment of a
soldier’s debts, but it provides impor-
tant new protections for our troops by
making it easier for them to take ad-
vantage of rights they already have.

I know that Chairman FILNER and
Chairwoman HERSETH SANDLIN have
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worked closely with the minority on
their committee, and we are happy to
include provisions suggested by the mi-
nority. I want to thank them as well as
Ranking Members BUYER and BOOZMAN.

Mr. Speaker, the bill will make a
major difference in the lives of our he-
roes and their families. I urge all my
colleagues to support the National He-
roes Credit Protection Act.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I think
we’ve talked about this bill, and it’s a
very good bill. I thought I might take
from my colleagues and just read the
summary of it just to remind ourselves
that H.R. 513 is to amend the Service-
members Civil Relief Act to enhance
the protection of credit ratings of ac-
tive duty military personnel who are
activated for military service.

And the question usually comes up
on some of these bills, what do they
cost. Mr. BRADY, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, talked about that. So we
have a Congressional Budget Office
cost estimate that I would share with
my colleagues, and it says, ‘“The re-
quirements imposed on credit reporting
agencies would be private sector man-
dates as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act, the UMRA. CBO sus-
pects the cost of the mandates would
be minimal and unlikely to exceed the
threshold for private sector mandates
established in the UMRA.”

So, I think we have a bill that we can
all support. So, obviously on this side,
we do support it.

The bill, as amended, will improve
the protections of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act by providing the oppor-
tunity for certain servicemembers ex-
periencing financial difficulties, while
deployed, to simply request that their
credit record be annotated to reflect
simply that deployment. It also re-
quires the credit industry to take such
deployment into consideration.

This new protection, my colleagues,
would cover credit accounts opened be-
fore the servicemember was deployed.
While these protections are important,
it is also critical that Members under-
stand that such an annotation may
have adverse effects on their credit rat-
ing, despite all the existing laws pro-
hibiting such actions. Therefore, my
colleagues, the bill also requires the
National Credit Bureau to inform ap-
plicants of that potential in writing.

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that, in
terms of its strong support for vet-
erans, and in their case, when they’re
deployed, I urge support for the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this war in Iraq has in-
volved our National Guard and Reserve
units to an extent that has never be-
fore been the case. And many of our
laws simply do not reflect the new
force structure that you see in Iraqg.
And that is what we, as a committee,
are working to change. For example,
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the National Guard and Reserve units,
even if they are in active duty, as they
are in Iraq, are not eligible for the
same benefits from the GI Bill as our
active duty troops. We are going to
change that. We are going to change a
number of things. And I thank Mr.
BrADY, the gentleman from Philadel-
phia, for making sure that the Guard
and Reserve groups have the protec-
tions in law that our active duty troops
already have. We must protect their
jobs, their credit ratings, and their
quality of life as they are away from
home in active duty supporting our Na-
tion.

The laws have not kept up with this
force structure. This is one of the ways
that we’re going to change that. So
we’'re going to make sure that when
they come home, they are recognized
and not penalized for their active duty.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 513,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
California?

There was no objection.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 513, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF A NATIONAL VET-
ERANS HISTORY PROJECT WEEK

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 770) expressing support
for designation of a National Veterans
History Project Week to encourage
public participation in a nationwide
project that collects and preserves the
stories of the men and women who
served our nation in times of war and
conflict.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 770

Whereas the Veterans History Project was

established by a unanimous vote of the
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United States Congress to collect and pre-
serve the wartime stories of American vet-
erans;

Whereas Congress charged the American
Folklife Center at the Library of Congress to
undertake the Veterans History Project and
to engage the public in the creation of a col-
lection of oral histories that would be a last-
ing tribute to individual veterans and an
abundant resource for scholars;

Whereas there are 17,000,000 wartime vet-
erans in America whose stories can educate
people of all ages about important moments
and events in the history of the United
States and the world and provide instructive
narratives that illuminate the meanings of
‘“‘service’’, ‘‘sacrifice’, ‘‘citizenship’’, and
‘““‘democracy’’;

Whereas the Veterans History Project re-
lies on a corps of volunteer interviewers,
partner organizations, and an array of civic
minded institutions nationwide who inter-
view veterans according to the guidelines it
provides;

Whereas increasing public participation in
the Veterans History Project will increase
the number of oral histories that can be col-
lected and preserved and increase the num-
ber of veterans it so honors; and

Whereas ‘‘National Veterans Awareness
Week’” commendably preceded this resolu-
tion in the years 2005 and 2006: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes ‘‘National Veterans Aware-
ness Week’’;

(2) supports the designation of a ‘‘National
Veterans History Project Week’’;

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to interview at least one veteran in their
families or communities according to guide-
lines provided by the Veterans History
Project; and

(4) encourages local, State, and national
organizations along with Federal, State, city
and county governmental institutions to
participate in support of the effort to docu-
ment, preserve, and honor the service of
American wartime veterans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the author of
this legislation, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER), who will speak
on his resolution in a few minutes.

I want to point out that Abraham
Lincoln, during his address at Gettys-
burg, said that ‘“‘the world will little
note, nor long remember, what we say
here, but it can never forget what they
did here.” In that spirit, and to make
sure that people will long remember
what was done, Congress created the
Veterans History Project in the year
2000 with unanimous support from this
body.

The Project directed the Library of
Congress to establish a national ar-
chives for the collection and preserva-
tion of videotaped oral histories of our
veterans, as well as the copying of let-
ters written during their time of serv-
ice and diaries they kept. So there is a
national repository of this very impor-
tant part of our Nation’s history. This
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worthwhile investment of time and re-
sources is a gift that can be given for
generations and centuries to come. The
goal of the project is to capture the
personal stories of our Nation’s heroes
so our children and their children can
more fully understand the history of
this century.

For a lot of reasons, we find that our
Nation’s heroes, when they come back
from combat, do not even let their fam-
ilies know exactly what happened.
They feel like they were just doing
their job or don’t want to bring up
some memories, and so those stories
will go with them to their grave. But
with this project, we can tap into the
stories of more than 24 million vet-
erans who are still alive today, includ-
ing 3 million from World War II, who
are leaving us at the rate of more than
1,000 per day.

It is important that these stories are
told, and more important that these
stories are told from the mouths of
those that were on the front lines and
participated firsthand as history was
made.

This oral history project requires the
cooperation of volunteers across the
country to get not only the veterans to
come forward to offer their stories, but
also the family members and friends to
capture their accounts.

So, H. Res. 770 calls on the people of
the United States to interview at least
one veteran in their families or com-
munities according to guidelines pro-
vided by the Veterans History Project.
It also encourages local, State and na-
tional organizations to participate in
support of the effort to document, pre-
serve and honor the service of Amer-
ican wartime heroes.

As chairman of the Veterans’ Com-
mittee in the House of Representatives,
I have had the opportunity and the
honor to hear the many accounts from
these veterans. I hear the sense of pride
that comes along with the duty of de-
fending this country. I know that my
father served in World War II, but I
never fully got the stories, I don’t
think, that he had in his memory, and
I wish we had captured before he died.

So, I encourage all Americans to
reach out to their veterans, thank
them and their families for their amaz-
ing sacrifice, learn more about their
great contributions to our Nation, and
gain the wisdom of their personal sto-
ries of our Nation’s history. Each and
every one of us should learn more
about the American Folk Life Center
at the Library of Congress because
their staff is always glad to work with
researchers and volunteers to expand
their library of these stories.

Volunteers and participants become
historians themselves. They can col-
lect audio and video recordings, create
a collection of recordings to be avail-
able for public use, or collect written
materials relevant to personal his-
tories of war veterans.

So, on this Veterans Day, let us,
again, do more than just give speeches
and ride in parades. Let’s join and take
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the time to show the gratitude that we
have to these veterans by asking them
to relate their stories for the preserva-
tion of history.

Mr. Speaker, I would reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thought again I would just say that
H. Res. 770, summarized, it says ‘it en-
courages public participation in a na-
tionwide project that collects and pre-
serves the stories of the men and
women who served our Nation in times
of war and conflict.”

This is very appropriate, and we’re
coming to Veterans Day. And I com-
mend JON PORTER from Nevada for
sponsoring this bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

In 2000, Congress unanimously voted
to create the Veterans History Project
as part of the American Folk Life Cen-
ter at the Library of Congress. Since
its creation, the Veterans History
Project has collected thousands of vet-
erans’ accounts of their military expe-
riences. My staff has actually gone
down to my district with a tape re-
corder and was participating, recording
these histories with our veterans. Each
of these accounts is easily accessible
on the history project’s Web site and
will be an invaluable source for future
generations.

While there are several ways to
record a veteran’s history, the most
common form of record in this project
is through oral interviews. That is
what my staff did. They would stand at
the town square, and we notified
through the newspapers that these in-
dividuals could come in. They would
come in, and through a tape recorded
oral interview, we were able to do that.
These oral interviews are conducted all
across the country by volunteer inter-
viewers. These narrations provide a
firsthand account of the courageous
and patriotic sacrifices of our Nation’s
veterans. That is why, Mr. Speaker, 1
am happy that this resolution calls on
all Americans to take time to inter-
view at least one veteran in their fam-
ily or their community; just a simple
request. With over 17 million wartime
veterans living in the United States,
we have our work cut out for us. And
my colleagues, I think it’s imperative
that we increase participation in the
program while members of these great
generations are still among us. And we
don’t have long to do so.

So, I want to thank Chairman FILNER
and the ranking member, Mr. BUYER,
for bringing this important resolution
to the floor. I urge all of my colleagues
to support it.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I recognize
the author of the bill, the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER), for 3 min-
utes.
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 770, which
recognizes the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Veterans History Project Week.
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This resolution will help highlight the
ongoing efforts of the American
Folklife Center in the Library of Con-
gress to collect and to document the
personal histories of our Nation’s
greatest heroes, our Nation’s veterans.
I can’t imagine a better way to recog-
nize these heroes. They are amongst
us. They are in our families. They are
in our neighborhoods. They need some
encouragement, but I can’t think of a
better way.

National Veterans History Project
Week will focus the Nation’s attention
on the importance of veterans’ history.
The goal is to honor veterans and to
ensure that their stories are available
for future generations. We owe every
freedom we have to the service and, of
course, the sacrifice of America’s vet-
erans and their families. Their experi-
ence teaches us about the power of the
human spirit and the realities of war.
It is incumbent upon us to ensure that
their history is honored and preserved.

This resolution calls upon the people
of the U.S. to interview at least one
veteran from their families or their
communities, following the guidelines
set forth by the Veterans History
Project, encourages local, State and
national organizations, along with the
Federal, State and local government
institutions to document, to preserve
and honor the service of American war-
time veterans.

I only wish my father, who passed
away in 1995 and was a World War II
veteran, had the opportunity to share
his history and the past experiences
that he had. As a matter of fact, my fa-
ther was very cautious in even talking
about his experiences in the war until
the final weeks of his life. I truly only
wish that he had had this opportunity
to share with his grandchildren.

The Veterans History Project relies
on the efforts of volunteer interviewers
from the veterans service organiza-
tions, libraries, historical societies,
museums, retirement communities,
professional associations, govern-
mental agencies, universities, high
school students, boy scouts, girl
scouts, and families to contribute to
its collection which currently has more
than 50,000 individuals.

Yes, veterans need some encourage-
ment. They want to be asked. I and a
number of individuals that we have
interviewed and we have placed their
history into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD, many of them served our Na-
tion’s wars from World War II, Jack
Mates, Martin Schlesinger, and Jack
Watson. From the Korean War,
Johnnie Phillips, from Vietnam, John-
ny Kinder, Chuck Baker, and Stephen
Long. From the Cold War, Al O’Donnell
from Las Vegas. And from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, Henry Lujan.

I am proud to be an original sponsor
of this bipartisan resolution. While this
issue is not and shall not be forgotten,
we need to continue reminding our vet-
erans that we need and we appreciate
who they are and what they have done.
I believe that preserving the histories
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of our Nation’s veterans is of the ut-
most importance for us as Americans.
This is an appropriate way to honor
our veterans and the volunteers to seek
and collect those wonderful stories of
heroism.

I would also like to thank my friend
and colleague, Mr. KIND from Wis-
consin, for his strong support.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, just a
few words, and then I think we will
yield back the balance of our time.

The ranking member, Mr. BUYER, of
the Veterans Committee also has re-
corded his experience when he was the
United States captain in the Gulf War
in this project. So I think it is appro-
priate to bring that to our colleagues’
attention.

I conclude about the bill, in addition
to encouraging veterans, it encourages
the local government, the State and
national organizations, along with the
Federal, State, city and county govern-
ment institutions, to encourage, to
participate in support of this effort to
document, preserve, and honor the
service of American wartime veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of our time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. POR-
TER) for bringing us this resolution. As
an historian myself who has worked
with oral histories, I know how impor-
tant it is professionally and, as he said,
also personally. So I urge everyone to
support this bill.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I also ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
770.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 770 which encour-
ages the designation of a National Veterans
History Project Week. This resolution encour-
ages increased public participation in the Vet-
erans History Project.

As you may know, the Veterans History
Project collects and saves the stories of Amer-
ica’s veterans who have bravely served this
country from World War | to today’s conflicts
in Irag and Afghanistan. This project provides
Americans an important way to honor our sol-
diers: by preserving the story of their service,
in their own words, for the use and benefit of
future generations.

In 2000, | authored and Congress unani-
mously passed legislation creating the Vet-
erans History Project. Since its beginning, the
project has collected more than 50,000 stories
and documents. In addition, the Veterans His-
tory Project was honored by Harvard Univer-
sity as one of the finalists for the Innovations
in American Government Award competition in
2005.

We must get the word out to all veterans
about this important initiative. We have mil-
lions of wartime veterans and civilians in this
country and their stories are a reminder to us
all of the costs of the freedoms we so deeply
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cherish. Let this resolution also serve as a re-
minder to the distinguished members of this
body that the decisions we make here in
Washington have a far-reaching impact in the
homes and communities all over this great
country. We must support these brave men
and women whom we send out to the front
lines to fight for the freedoms we are privi-
leged to enjoy.

Since the beginning of our Nation, the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines of the
armed forces have been called on to risk their
lives and fight for the ideals that make Amer-
ica great. Regardless of what one thinks about
the wars that they fought in, or the wisdom of
our involvement, all Americans must agree
that the men and women of our armed forces
have responded to the call of their country and
performed with honor and dignity. War vet-
erans and the civilians who have supported
them all across this Nation have stepped for-
ward once again, this time answering the call
of civic duty by recording their stories and
contributing personal documents for the Vet-
erans History Project. Their participation en-
sures that their accounts are recorded and
preserved, becoming a part of this Nation’s
memory and history.

The volume of materials already collected
by the Veterans History Project is a testament
to its success. | believe, however, we can do
even better. By passing this resolution today,
we can encourage more participation in this
important program and ensure that this vital
collection of American history continues to
grow even further.

Capturing the stories of our war veterans is
more important now than ever before. Every
day, America loses over 1,000 of our aging
World War 1l veterans and with them, their
firsthand accounts of that war. As our country
faces new challenges and threats in foreign
policy, we must not forget the events and les-
sons of World War Il. That is why it is impera-
tive that we capture the stories and personal
histories of those veterans today before it is
too late. The Veterans History Project is in-
strumental in accomplishing this important
goal.

| call upon all members of this body to pub-
licize and promote the Veterans History
Project in their own districts and communities.
| cannot think of a better way to honor our vet-
erans than by trying to preserve as many of
their memories and stories as possible.

| commend the gentleman from Nevada for
introducing this resolution and | strongly urge
my colleagues for their support.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 770.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
GOALS OF VETERANS EDUCATE
TODAY’S STUDENTS (VETS) DAY

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 60) ex-
pressing support for the goals of Vet-
erans HEducate Today’s Students
(VETS) Day, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 60

Whereas the United States has, in the
course of its history, fought in many wars
and conflicts to defend freedom and protect
the interests of the Nation;

Whereas millions of men and women have
served the Nation in time of need as mem-
bers of the Armed Forces;

Whereas the service of veterans has been
vital to the Nation, and the sacrifices made
by veterans and their families should not be
forgotten with the passage of time;

Whereas children throughout the Nation
would benefit from programs that provide
education about veterans and that instill a
patriotic appreciation of the sacrifices made
by veterans to defend freedom and to protect
the interests of the Nation;

Whereas efforts are being made throughout
the Nation to devote November 10, or an-
other date as may be designated, to an event
known as Veterans Educate Today’s Stu-
dents Day; and

Whereas schools that participate in Vet-
erans Educate Today’s Students Day set
aside a portion of the school day for the
study, recognition, and appreciation of vet-
erans: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the importance of veterans
to the United States;

(2) expresses support for the goals of Vet-
erans Educate Today’s Students Day;

(3) urges teachers, civic leaders, and vet-
erans to carry out programs that educate
children about the service of veterans and
the sacrifices made by veterans and their
families; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to participate in local and national
activities recognizing Veterans Educate To-
day’s Students Day and other events that
foster education about the importance of
veterans to the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Again, I am proud to bring to the
floor another motion, another resolu-
tion, another action that will help us
understand and better appreciate the
contributions of our veterans from
many wars. I want to thank Congress-
man FRANK PALLONE from New Jersey,
who offers this resolution, and it will
recognize our Nation’s veterans for
their sacrifice to our country.

Currently, brave men and women
who are fighting in missions through-
out the world, including in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, do not have an exact avenue
to let us know what has occurred or let
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us know how to appreciate or spread
that appreciation to others in our soci-
ety. This resolution will provide an av-
enue to educate our children about the
sacrifice our servicemembers and their
families are making.

Veterans Educate Today’s Students
Day will designate November 10 as
VETS Day that would call for teachers,
civic leaders, and veterans to carry out
programs to educate children about the
service of our Nation’s veterans and
their sacrifice. VETS Day is a day stu-
dents can be taught to appreciate that
because of our Nation’s veterans we are
able to enjoy the many freedoms that
we take for granted. VETS Day should
be the day we highlight veterans’ serv-
ice, American freedoms and pass on to
our children our American ideals. This
is why I urge all my colleagues to join
me in support of H. Con. Res. 60.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

This is a simple resolution, just basi-
cally expressing support for the goals
of Veterans Educate Today’s Students
Day, and for other purposes. I believe
that in this case it will be November
10, the day before Veterans Day, when
this will be celebrated. So obviously we
need to support this resolution. It ex-
presses the sense of the support of Con-
gress for the goals of this VETS Day.

It is noticeable that we recognize the
importance of educating the children
of today about this sacrificial history
of veterans and their families so close
to the national day of honor for those
same veterans, which is on November
11, Veterans Day.

My colleagues, the number of vet-
erans today is not as large as it used to
be. The children in schools are less
likely to have a parent, uncle or aunt
who served in the military who could
tell them about their experiences. My
father served in Iwo Jima. He could tell
me about his experience during that
Pacific war. He has since been de-
ceased. But I remember him talking
about it and how much education it
was for me. So those from the Greatest
Generation who have passed from this
world leave behind a legacy of courage,
loyalty, and honor. This legacy was
picked up and continued by the next
generation of veterans from the Korean
War, the Vietnam War, military en-
gagements in Haiti and Kosovo, Gulf
War I, and today in the current con-
flicts in Afghanistan and in Iraq.

So, Mr. Speaker, to set aside a spe-
cific day to educate our children about
the sacrifice, the gallantry of our Na-
tion’s heroes demonstrates the impor-
tance of that service. It is because of
them that we still have the freedom in
this Chamber and the freedom we cher-
ish today.

Now, some school districts are al-
ready taking steps in this direction by
inviting veterans to speak in their
classrooms on Veterans Day and share
their stories with the students and all
the teachers. We should encourage this
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worthwhile educational activity in
more schools across the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in support of H. Con.
Res. 60.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to yield such time as he may con-
sume to the author of this resolution, a
man who fights for veterans in his dis-

trict and around the Nation, Mr.
PALLONE from New Jersey.

Mr. PALLONE. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, as we approach Vet-
erans Day on November 11 of this
month, I want to say a few words about
why I introduced House Concurrent
Resolution 60 which, as you know, ex-
presses support for the goals of Vet-
erans Educate Today’s Students Day,
or VETS Day.

Throughout our Nation’s history,
millions of men and women have
served the U.S. in times of need as
members of the armed services, and
these veterans and their families have
made sacrifices that should not be for-
gotten with the passage of time. In the
U.S., hundreds of memorials and monu-
ments stand to honor those who have
served in the armed services. While
these tributes help remind Americans
of the great sacrifices that were made
to protect our freedoms, they can’t
educate today’s youth the way actual
veterans can.

The VETS Day essentially would
urge teachers and civic leaders to orga-
nize events and forums where students
can interact with America’s veterans.

H. Con. Res. 60 would encourage
schools to set aside a portion of the
day in November to allow veterans to
answer students’ questions while con-
veying important stories and lessons
about their service. I actually have
participated in these kinds of programs
in my own district, Mr. Speaker; and I
know how valuable they can be.

At a time when the men and women
of our armed services are in harm’s
way, we should be educating today’s
students on the sacrifices these brave
men and women make every day. The
children of our Nation will benefit from
programs that provide education about
veterans and instill a patriotic appre-
ciation of the sacrifices made by vet-
erans to defend freedom and protect
the interests of our Nation.

Again, I think the most important
thing is hearing firsthand accounts
from veterans themselves, and that is
the best way that students can better
understand veterans’ service and sac-
rifice. Again, I want to thank the
chairman for his assistance and urge
swift passage of this resolution.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I will
conclude by saying that obviously en-
couraging the people of the United
States to participate in local and na-
tional activities, recognizing Veterans
Educate Today’s Students Day, or
VETS Day, is something that we
should remind all Americans about
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how important it is and realize that it
not only fosters education of our
youth, but it also provides the veterans
an opportunity to explain things per-
haps that no one has ever asked them
or taken the time to say, what was it
like? So in a way, it is an opportunity
for them, as well as the students.

I urge adoption of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, again I
want to thank Mr. PALLONE for author-
ing this resolution. I know many of us
who give speeches on Memorial Day
and on Veterans Day note always that
there are not many youth in the audi-
ence. And to bring these stories to our
students, to our youth, is extremely
important.

I ask unanimous support of this reso-
lution.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I would
also ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in way to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on House Concurrent Resolution 60.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 60.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERANS

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 744) recognizing the con-
tributions of Native American veterans
and calling upon the President to issue
a proclamation urging the people of the
United States to observe a day in
honor of Native American veterans.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 744

Whereas there are 195,871 Native American
veterans in the United States;

Whereas Native Americans have partici-
pated for over 200 years in United States
military actions;

Whereas the participation of Native Amer-
icans in the War of 1812, the Civil War, and
the Spanish-America War was significant;

Whereas in World War I, it is estimated
that more than 12,000 Native Americans
served the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas more than 44,000 Native Ameri-
cans served in the Armed Forces during
World War II, in both the European and Pa-
cific fronts, representing a substantial por-
tion of the 350,000 Native Americans then liv-
ing in the United States;
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Whereas Native Americans fought in the
Korean conflict, and more than 42,000 Native
Americans fought in the Vietnam War, 90
percent of whom served as volunteers;

Whereas Native Americans also provided
significant contributions in the military op-
erations in Grenada and Panama and the
Persian Gulf War in 1980s and 1990s; and

Whereas Native Americans should also be
recognized for their participation in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom: Now, therefore, be it—

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes all Native American vet-
erans who have served the Nation with
honor, pride, devotion, wisdom and strength
for serving their country and protecting
their homeland; and

(2) calls upon the President to issue a proc-
lamation urging the people of the United
States to observe a day honoring Native
American veterans with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution to
recognize our Native American vet-
erans who have served and continue to
serve this Nation with honor and with
pride. I represent a county in Cali-
fornia, San Diego, that has one of the
largest numbers of Native American
tribes in our Nation, and I have heard
many of their stories. We know that
Native Americans have participated
with distinction in U.S. military ac-
tions for more than 200 years. Their
courage, determination, and fighting
spirit are well documented throughout
our history.

It is well recognized, also, that Na-
tive Americans have the highest record
of service per capita when compared to
other ethnic groups. Presently, there
are almost 200,000 Native American
military veterans alive today. At least
18,000 of the 22,000 Native Americans
currently in uniform have been de-
ployed at least once to Iraq or Afghani-
stan as of July of this year.

Native Americans who volunteer for
military service aspire to uphold their
proud cultural tradition. This warrior
tradition is a willingness to engage the
enemy in battle. This characteristic
has been clearly demonstrated by the
courageous deeds of our Native Ameri-
cans in combat. Five Native Americans
have been among those soldiers who
distinguished themselves by receiving
the military’s highest award, the
Medal of Honor. This medal is given for
military heroism ‘‘above and beyond
the call of duty.” These warriors exhib-
ited extraordinary bravery in the face
of the enemy and, in two cases, made
the ultimate sacrifice for their coun-
try.

This House, led by the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, had the enormous
privilege of naming two Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Centers in honor of these
heroes just last June. Charles George
was a member of the Cherokee tribe
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from North Carolina and private first
class in Korea when he was Kkilled on
November 30 of 1952. During battle,
George threw himself upon a grenade
and smothered it with his body. In
doing so, he sacrificed his own life, but
saved the lives of his comrades.
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Ernest Childers was a member of the
Creek Tribe from Oklahoma and a
First Lieutenant with the 45th Infantry
Division. He received a Medal of Honor
for heroic action in 1943 when, up
against machine gun fire, he and eight
men charged the enemy. Although suf-
fering a broken foot in this assault,
Childers ordered covering fire and ad-
vanced up the hill, single-handedly
killing the snipers, silencing two ma-
chine gun nests, and capturing an
enemy mortar observer.

The warrior tradition is exemplified
by strength, honor, pride, devotion and
wisdom. These qualities are a perfect
fit with our Nation’s proud military
traditions.

I urge the people of our Nation, I
urge the Members of this Congress, to
make sure we have a day honoring our
proud and brave Native American vet-
erans.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important
resolution, H. Res. 744, obviously, rec-
ognizing the contributions of Native
American veterans is important, and
asking the President to issue a procla-
mation urging the people of the United
States to also observe a day of honor
for Native American veterans. My col-
league from California has talked
about this. It’s interesting; we recog-
nize the contributions of Native Amer-
ican veterans to our society and, of
course, by so doing, we are recognizing
their achievements, their singular
achievements, if I might add. I com-
pliment the resolution that was intro-
duced by my good friend, the gentle-
woman from New Mexico (Mrs. WIL-
SON), and the gentlewoman from South
Dakota (Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN) for
their support and also their prescience
for bringing this bill forward.

We have Veterans Day less than a
week away, my colleagues. I think it’s
important this body recognize one
often overlooked group of veterans.
These veterans have made numerous
contributions to the United States
military, not just recently in World
War II, but as far back as the War of
1812. Currently, there are 195,000 Native
American veterans who live in the
United States. According to the U.S.
Army Center of Military History Web
site, there have been 24 Native Amer-
ican Medal of Honor recipients since
the Civil War. Let me just repeat that.
There have been, according to the U.S.
Army Center of Military History Web
site, there have been 24 Native Amer-
ican Medal of Honor recipients.

During World War II, we know about
the Navajo Code Talkers, whose ranks
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in the Pacific Theater exceeded 400
during World War II, and in all six Ma-
rine divisions from 1942 to 1945. They
were credited with saving thousands of
lives and actually hastening the end of
the war itself. At the time of the war,
World War II, fewer than 30 non-Native
speakers understood the Navajo’s un-
written language. The size and simple
complexity of the language made the
code extremely difficult to com-
prehend, much less decipher. In fact, it
was not until 1968 that the United
States Government declassified the
code. The Japanese never were able to
decode this code. So that is a com-
pliment to their accomplishments with
the Navajo Code Talkers. In fact, there
has been a movie made on it.

In Congress, we have begun to recog-
nize the extraordinary achievement
from veterans such as these. This past
June, the House passed H.R. 366. This
was introduced by Congressman John
Sullivan of Oklahoma, naming the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as
the Ernest Childers Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic. This
man was a Native American from the
Creek nation, who was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his courageous ac-
tions during World War II.

In addition, the House passed H.R.
2546, which names the Asheville VA
Medical Center after another brave Na-
tive American, PFC Charles George. He
also was honored with the Medal of
Honor posthumously for his actions in
the Korean War. H.R. 2546 was passed
last week by the Senate and now is
awaiting the President’s signature.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is because of the
gallant actions of our Native American
veterans like those of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Childers and PFC George, as well as
the bravery and fortitude of the Navajo
Code Talkers who served with the Ma-
rines, that I and other Members are
proud to sponsor this resolution. We
urge its passage. It actually recognizes
the many contributions throughout the
history of our Nation of our Native
American veterans in protecting the
freedoms that we enjoy in this country
today. So I encourage all Americans,
take time to recognize the sacrifice
and achievement of these veterans.

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support of H. Res. 744, which
recognizes the contributions of Native Amer-
ican veterans and calls upon the president to
issue a day in honor of their service.

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 744, |
would like to thank Representative WILSON for
introducing this important resolution to honor
the service of our nation’s Native American
Veterans. | also would like to recognize Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee Chairman BoB FiL-
NER and Ranking Member STEVE BUYER for
their strong leadership and unwavering dedi-
cation to Native American veterans and for
working to quickly move this resolution to the
House floor.

For more than 200 years Native Americans
have served in the military—at a higher rate
than any other ethnic group. Now, in Iraq and
Afghanistan, a new generation of Native
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Americans serve their country. These young
men and women, such as Private First Class
Sheldon Hawk Eagle, from Eagle Butte, South
Dakota and Corporal Brett Lundstrom from
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, who were both
killed while serving in Iraq, join a long line of
Native Americans that have answered the call
to duty on behalf of their country. Their service
to our nation must never be forgotten.

To honor the sacrifice of countless Native
American veterans, like Private First Class
Hawk Eagle and Corporal Lundstrom, | en-
courage my colleagues to support final pas-
sage of this resolution.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of House Resolution 744
and in honor of this country’s Native American
veterans.

For well over 200 years, Native Americans
have provided military and strategic service to
the U.S., acting as patriotic soldiers and
standing side-by-side their fellow citizens in
defense of our country. There are nearly
200,000 Native American veterans in the U.S.
today, including members of every single tribe
and pueblo. In New Mexico, there are count-
less stories of heroic Native American men
and women serving in uniform.

| am proud to have sponsored earlier legis-
lation to honor Native American veterans. Dur-
ing the 106th Congress, | introduced a bill to
honor the Navajo Code Talkers with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal in honor of their dedi-
cated service during World War Il. These
brave interpreters used their native tongue to
carefully transmit confidential Allied messages
regarding the movement and strategy of mil-
lions of fellow soldiers. Not once was their
code broken. Sixty years after their service,
these men were honored in the Capitol Ro-
tunda with the Congressional Gold Medal.

This past Congress, | was privileged to
sponsor a measure to allow Native American
tribes to be eligible for grants to establish
state veterans cemeteries on tribal land. This
long overdue legislation ensures that those
Native American veterans who desire to be
buried at home will not have their final wishes
denied. | was happy that it was passed and
am encouraged that we will soon see the first
state veterans cemetery locate on tribal land.

To date, 47 Native Americans have given
their lives in Afghanistan and Irag. We honor
their memory and their sacrifice by ensuring
the Native American veterans who return
home and granted the respect they deserve.
As we approach Veterans Day later this week,
we must remember that Native American have
served our nation with pride, and continue to
put on the uniform with bravery, honor, and
dignity. | urge all of my colleagues to thank all
veterans for their service, and to recognize the
considerable sacrifice given by our country’s
Native Americans.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 744.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material in the RECORD on
H. Res. 744.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR THE REAPPOINT-
MENT OF ROGER W. SANT AS A
CITIZEN REGENT OF THE BOARD
OF REGENTS OF THE SMITHSO-
NIAN INSTITUTION

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate joint resolution
(S.J. Res. T7) providing for the re-
appointment of Roger W. Sant as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of
the Smithsonian Institution.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
joint resolution.

The text of the Senate joint resolu-
tion is as follows:

S.J. RES. 7

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That, in accordance with
section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20
U.S.C. 43), the vacancy on the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, in the
class other than Members of Congress, occur-
ring because of the expiration of the term of
Roger W. Sant of Washington, D.C., is filled
by the reappointment of Roger W. Sant, for
a term of 6 years, effective October 25, 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks in the
RECORD and include extraneous matter.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this joint resolution
will reappoint Roger W. Sant to be a
citizen regent of the Smithsonian In-
stitution for a second 6-year term. The
last few years have been very difficult
ones for the Smithsonian. The after-
math of the September 11 attacks
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caused a significant drop in public at-
tendance at the Smithsonian facilities,
which has only recently begun to
bounce back. Many believe the Institu-
tion has become too closely identified
with donors and corporate sponsors of
its buildings and activities, which
threatens its reputation for independ-
ence.

Mr. Speaker, the House Administra-
tion Committee thought long and hard
about whether it would be appropriate
to replace some members of the Board
of Regents. In prior years, the com-
mittee had essentially rubber-stamped
appointment recommendations from
the board, and candidates seeking a
second term routinely received it. This
year, two citizens regents are seeking
reappointment, including Mr. Sant,
and two additional seats will be filled
by new members who have who not yet
been recommended to us. So there is a
process of natural rotation.

We ultimately decided to give the
board more time to implement the
promising reforms recommended both
by its Governance Committee and the
Independent Review Committee. The
committee expects the board to ap-
point a secretary who will be fully re-
sponsive to the board and protect the
values the American public has ex-
pected of the Smithsonian.

As part of the process of considering
this joint resolution, committee mem-
bers met with Mr. Sant 2 weeks ago to
hear his views about recent events in
the Smithsonian and assessment of the
pace of the ongoing reforms at the In-
stitution. We were cautiously opti-
mistic that the board is on the right
track. Mr. Sant has broad under-
standing of the Smithsonian operation
and its past flaws, and we believe he
can make a useful contribution to the
restructuring of the board.

He also informed the committee that
he is not running for the new and en-
hanced position of chairman of the
board, which is expected to be created
January 2008 as one of the principal re-
form recommendations. We think the
new occupant of this position should
bring a fresh perspective of the man-
agement of the board’s affairs.

For these reasons, we have decided to
recommend Mr. Sant’s reappointment
to the board for a second 6-year term
and urge his approval by the House.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as ranking member of
the House Administration Committee,
I am pleased to support S.J. Res. 7, a
bill that allows for the reappointment
of Roger Sant as a citizen regent of the
Smithsonian Institution.

Several other members of the Com-
mittee on House Administration and I
had the opportunity recently to meet
with Mr. Sant and discuss the road
ahead for the Smithsonian in this time
of change and opportunity, and also to
discuss the mistakes of the past. Mr.
Sant assured me that, with his re-
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appointment, he would do his part to
ensure that the ‘““‘Nation’s attic,” which
is the common name for the Smithso-
nian, is not being looted by those who
have put personal gain above the inter-
ests of the Institution.

In the last Congress, this committee
conducted an oversight hearing into
Smithsonian Business Ventures in
what would turn out to be a prophetic
concern about the museum’s financial
operations. While my colleague Chair-
man BRADY and and I are committed to
continuing vigorous oversight of the
Smithsonian, an effective and engaged
Board of Regents is an essential first
line of defense in ensuring that we do
not experience a repeat of those prob-
lems that plagued the immediate past
president of the Smithsonian.

I am confident, based on the state-
ments made by Mr. Sant, that he is
committed to earning back the trust of
the Congress and the American people
regarding the board’s role of safe-
guarding our Nation’s most treasured
assets and ensuring proper governance
of the Smithsonian and all its different
enterprises.

I appreciate the leadership given by
the chairman of this committee, Mr.
BRADY, and the way he has taken hold
of this issue, among others, and I am
pleased to join him in approving this
resolution.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the reappointment of Roger
Sant to the Smithsonian Board of Regents.

| am a new member of the Board of Re-
gents since January. And although the past
eleven months have been challenging for the
Smithsonian . . . this period of transition will
result in a new Secretary, an improved gov-
ernance structure and a stronger relationship
with Congress and the American people. | be-
lieve that much of the changes can be attrib-
uted to Mr. Sant’s leadership during this time.

In March, Mr. Sant led the effort to create
both an Independent Review Committee,
headed by Chuck Bowsher, formerly the
Comptroller General of the United States . . .
and an internal Governance Committee, on
which | serve.

As a result of both of the committees’ work,
the Regents adopted a comprehensive set of
governance reforms, comprised of 25 specific
changes in June, 2007. In broad terms, these
reforms will ensure that the Board of Regents
and the Secretary of the Smithsonian work to-
gether in a constructive partnership, and will
improve the Smithsonian’s culture of account-
ability and transparency. To date, eleven of
these 25 reforms have been implemented in
whole or in part, and the remainder will be im-
plemented by May, 2008.

Additionally, Mr. Sant serves on the new Fa-
cilities Revitalization Committee. The Com-
mittee is addressing shortfalls in funding for
Smithsonian facilities revitalization and mainte-
nance, estimated to require $1 billion above
current funding levels over the next ten years.
The Regents are hard at work developing a
plan to fund this shortfall and return the
Smithsonian’s museums and other facilities to
the condition expected by the American public.

My colleagues and | on the Board of Re-
gents are fully committed to ensuring that the
Institution operates at the highest level of in-
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tegrity and transparency. Mr. Sant has been
involved at every level of reform and has done
a tremendous amount of work, as have my fel-
low Regents. The Board is guided by the
same principals that guide our work in Con-
gress . . . operating as a public trust . . . fol-
lowing only the highest ethical standards . . .
and conducting business with an increased
ethos of transparency.

The Board’s accomplishments during these
few months are notable, as are its plans for
future improvements. The Board of Regents is
currently conducting a search for a new Sec-
retary, and is still in the midst of a thorough
and thoughtful process to reform its govern-
ance structure. We have the momentum and
the dedication from the Board Members and
need to be able to continue our work.

| applaud Chairman BRADY and Ranking
Member EHLERS for moving Mr. Sant's re-
appointment at this time. And for their contin-
ued commitment to the betterment of the Insti-
tution.

Let me conclude by saying that each year,
over 25 million visitors come to the Smithso-
nian. The National Collections, containing over
135 million items, are cared for, displayed,
and made available for research by this be-
loved institution.

The Smithsonian faces many challenges as
it pursues its mission for “the increase and dif-
fusion of knowledge.” While the Board works
to find a new Secretary, institute governance
reforms and address facilities needs . . . the
Smithsonian continues to mount world-class
exhibitions and conduct cutting-edge research
in science, history, art, and culture.

The Smithsonian offers a uniquely American
experience to all of our constituents when they
come to the nation’s capitol. Mr. Sant’s dedi-
cation and commitment to the Smithsonian
benefit us all.

| would urge my colleagues to support his
reappointment to ensure that all of the reforms
that he has helped to implement are executed
in a prompt and timely manner. | thank him for
his leadership during this period of transition.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further speakers,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BRADY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate joint resolu-
tion, S.J. Res. 7.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
joint resolution was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING TECHNICAL CORREC-
TIONS TO PUBLIC LAW 109-116

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate bill (S. 2206) to
provide technical corrections to Public
Law 109-116 (2 U.S.C. 2131a note) to ex-
tend the time period for the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to enter into an
agreement to obtain a statue of Rosa
Parks, and for other purposes.
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The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 2206

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ROSA PARKS STATUE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(a) of Public
Law 109-116 (2 U.S.C. 2131a note) is amended
by—

(1) striking
years’’; and

(2) adding at the end the following: ‘“The
Joint Committee may authorize the Archi-
tect of the Capitol to enter into the agree-
ment and related contracts required under
this subsection on its behalf, under such
terms and conditions as the Joint Com-
mittee may require.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if
included in the enactment of Public Law 109-
116.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks in the
RECORD and include extraneous matter.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will provide
technical corrections to Public Law
109-116 to extend the time period for
the Joint Committee on the Library to
obtain a statue honoring Rosa Parks,
and for other purposes.

In November of 2005, this House
passed Public Law 109-116, then H.R.
4145, which provided for the placement
of a statue of Rosa Parks in the Na-
tional Statuary Hall. Due to technical
drafting errors, we failed to provide the
Architect of the Capitol with the re-
sources necessary to acquire such a
statue.

The original bill set a deadline of De-
cember 1, 2007, for acquisition of the
statue, and S. 2206 would extend the
deadline for 2 years. Further, the bill
authorizes the Architect of the Capitol
to enter into any agreement or con-
tract necessary to have the statue ren-
dered.

It is imperative that we honor the
memory of Rosa Parks in Statuary
Hall as soon as possible. The House is
in agreement today, as it was 2 years
ago, that this is long overdue. Her con-
tributions to the civil rights movement
and to the historical record of this
country deserve to be reflected in Stat-
uary Hall.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

2 years’” and inserting ‘4
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Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of S. 2206, which will extend
the time period for the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to enter into an
agreement to obtain a statue of Rosa
Parks.

A tireless advocate for equality, Rosa
Parks is best remembered for a single
act of civil disobedience that would
change the history of our Nation. By
refusing to move to the back of the bus
in her native Alabama, to make room
for white passengers, Mrs. Parks ig-
nited passions on both sides of the civil
rights movement. This led to the Mont-
gomery bus boycott and helped to ele-
vate the work of another great Amer-
ican of the civil rights movement, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., as well as an
august Member of this body, Congress-
man John Lewis, who also participated
and played a leading role in some of
the demonstrations of that time.

Even in her passing, Rosa Parks was
a trailblazer as the first woman and
only the second African American to
lie in state in the Capitol rotunda.

I am especially pleased to speak on
her behalf since she decided to take up
residence in Michigan for the remain-
der of her life after she had gone
through various demonstrations and
activities surrounding her initial act of
defiance. She was a distinguished cit-
izen of our State, and in fact we re-
cently dedicated a new park in down-
town Grand Rapids in her honor. It is
named the Rosa Parks Park.

By extending the time period to pro-
cure a statue of Mrs. Parks, this bill
will allow the Joint Committee on the
Library to delegate the administration
of the statue selection process to the
Architect of the Capitol. The JCL was
not designed for, nor is it equipped, to
run an arts competition. Allowing the
Architect of the Capitol to administer
the competition process will ensure
that the statue selected is a fitting
tribute to this marvelous civil rights

pioneer.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.

Speaker, I would like to recognize the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON)
for such time as he may consume.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of S. 2206, a bill
that simply provides technical correc-
tions to Public Law 109-116.

This legislation authorizes the Archi-
tect of the Capitol to enter into agree-
ment on behalf of the Joint Committee
of the Library to acquire a statue of
Mrs. Rosa Parks. It also extends the
time period for that agreement by 2
years.

In 2005, it was my privilege to intro-
duce this very important legislation
with Senator JOHN KERRY and Senator
M1TcH MCCONNELL of the other body to
honor the life and work of the late Mrs.
Rosa Parks by placing a statue in Na-
tional Statuary Hall.

Everyone knows the story of how
Mrs. Parks helped spark the modern
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civil rights movement when she refused
to give up her seat on a legally seg-
regated bus that fateful day, December
1, 1955, leading to the Montgomery bus
boycott and the emergence of Martin
Luther King, Jr.

From the beginning, Mrs. Parks led a
life dedicated to social change, becom-
ing an active member of the Mont-
gomery, Alabama, chapter of the
NAACP, which in the 1940s and 1950s
was considered a dangerous organiza-
tion. It could cost you your job. It
could even cost you your life.

In 1943, along with the State presi-
dent of the NAACP, she mobilized a
historic voter registration drive in
Montgomery and was later elected
NAACP chapter secretary. Mrs. Parks
was a courageous woman who possessed
the firm and quiet strength necessary
to challenge injustice.

Following the 1954 Brown Supreme
Court decision which provided equal
protection under the law’s legal frame-
work, her refusal to give up her seat
eventually led to the 1964 Civil Rights
Act, the 1965 Voting Rights Act, the
1968 Open Housing Act, all of which
helped make America better for all
Americans.

Rosa Parks remained a committed
activist until the end of her life. In the
1980s, she worked in support of the
South Africa anti-apartheid move-
ment. In Detroit with Congressman
JOHN CONYERS in 1997, she founded the
Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for
Self-Development, a career counseling
center for African American youth.

With dignity, with grace and with
courage, Rosa Parks inspired genera-
tions and helped to make the world a
more just and compassionate place. In
life she received the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1996 and the Congres-
sional Gold Medal in 1999, the highest
honors our Nation bestows on civilians.

This placing of a Rosa Parks statue
in National Statuary Hall is a testa-
ment to the fact that the long arc of
history bends towards freedom and jus-
tice and equality. When Statuary Hall
was created by law in 1864, African
Americans could not be citizens of the
United States. Indeed, the term ‘‘Afri-
can Americans’” did not exist. Under
that law it was impossible for us to be
considered favorite sons or favorite
daughters of States.

When Rosa Parks takes her place in
National Statuary Hall, she takes with
her Frederick Douglass. She takes with
her the United States coloreds troops.
She takes with her Harriet Tubman
and Sojourner Truth. She takes them
there. Indeed, she takes the legacy and
history of redefining what it means to
be an American for all Americans as
she takes her place among the enor-
mous statues that presently represent
the various States within that great
Hall.

She takes with her countless name-
less people of African descent, who
from slavery to today, sacrificed for an
America many would never live to see.

As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
whose half statue is not in Statuary
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Hall,
time.

I want to thank Senator FEINSTEIN
for introducing this bill in the other
body. I want to thank Matt McGowan
and Khalil Abboud from the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library for diligently
working to get this extension enacted
into law. I want to thank Barbara
Wolanin from the Architect of the Cap-
itol’s Office for working with all of us
to make sure that the goals of my
original bill are realized.

I want to thank Chairman BRADY and
Ranking Member EHLERS for their sen-
sitivity on this critical issue at this
critical hour. And I want to thank in a
special way our late Chair, Juanita
Millender-McDonald, who worked with
me tirelessly on this effort.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, I might add
that in the 13 years I have had the
privilege of serving in this body, I have
only missed two votes: one vote be-
cause my pager died and the battery
did not forward my pager the power to
let me know to vote; and the other
vote was when I was on the other side
of the aisle so overwhelmed by the
number of Republicans who were will-
ing to sign onto a Rosa Parks statue in
Statuary Hall that the Democratic
clerks could not find me to tell me to
vote. I was overwhelmed by that occa-
sion.

I am hoping, Mr. Speaker, that today
Members of Congress will once again
vote ‘‘aye’ on S. 2206. I know of no
American more worthy of an honor
than the late Mrs. Rosa Parks.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
other speakers, but I would like to
close with a few additional comments.

First of all, I admire my colleague’s
voting record. It is a rare person who
misses only two votes during 13 years.

But above all, I want to comment on
a few things relating to Rosa Parks.
First, what impresses me is how much
one person who is determined to fight
for what is right can accomplish. She
was a marvelous person and stuck to
her guns in tough situations, and she
carried the day and inspired a lot of
other people to carry the day.

The other factor is, as I look around
the world today, and the United States
especially, and compare that to the
world before Rosa Parks, what a mam-
moth change we have undergone. But
also as I look around, I still remember
how much further we have to go. And
let us always work in the spirit of Rosa
Parks to destroy discrimination of all
sorts and make certain that every
American and in fact every citizen of
this planet enjoys the freedom that we
enjoy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would again like to thank
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. JACK-
SON) for his participation and for his
voting record also. And I thank my
friend from Michigan, the ranking
member, for all he has done. We have a
great working relationship, and I

would implore us, Now is the
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thank him for continuing that rela-
tionship.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BrADY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2206.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Ten-
nessee) at 6 o’clock and 33 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3685, EMPLOYMENT NON-DIS-
CRIMINATION ACT OF 2007

Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-422) on the resolution (H.
Res. 793) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3685) to prohibit employ-
ment discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

———

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 3222, DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2008

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1 of rule XXII and by direc-
tion of the Committee on Appropria-
tions, I move to take from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (H.R. 3222) making
appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
with a Senate amendment thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendment, and
agree to the conference asked by the
Senate.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees: Messrs. MURTHA,
DicKS, VISCLOSKY, MORAN of Virginia,
Ms. KAPTUR, Messrs. CRAMER, BOoYD of
Florida, ROTHMAN, BISHOP of Georgia,
OBEY, YOUNG of Florida, HOBSON,
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FRELINGHUYSEN, TIAHRT, WICKER, KING-
STON, and LEWIS of California.
There was no objection.

———

MOTION TO CLOSE CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS ON H.R.
3222, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008,
WHEN CLASSIFIED NATIONAL
SECURITY INFORMATION IS
UNDER CONSIDERATION

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 12 of rule XXII, I move that
meetings of the conference between the
House and the Senate on H.R. 3222 be
closed to the public at such times as
classified national security informa-
tion may be broached, providing that
any sitting Member of the Congress
shall be entitled to attend any meet-
ings of the conference.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule XXII, the mo-
tion is not debatable and the yeas and
nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, this
15-minute vote on permitting closed
conference committee meetings on
H.R. 3222 will be followed by 5-minute
votes on motions to suspend the rules
with regard to H.R. 513, by the yeas and
nays, and H. Res. 744, by the yeas and
nays.

The votes on H. Res. 379 and H. Con.
Res. 236 will be taken later in the
week.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 351, nays 0,
not voting 81, as follows:

[Roll No. 1034]

YEAS—351

Abercrombie Calvert Dingell
Aderholt Camp (MI) Doggett
Allen Campbell (CA) Donnelly
Altmire Cantor Drake
Andrews Capito Dreier
Arcuri Capps Edwards
Baca Capuano Ehlers
Bachmann Cardoza Ellison
Bachus Carnahan Ellsworth
Baker Carter Emerson
Baldwin Castle Engel
Barrett (SC) Castor English (PA)
Barrow Chabot Eshoo
Bartlett (MD) Chandler Etheridge
Barton (TX) Clarke Everett
Becerra Clay Fallin
Berkley Cleaver Farr
Berry Clyburn Fattah
Biggert Coble Feeney
Bilbray Cohen Filner
Bilirakis Cole (OK) Fortenberry
Bishop (GA) Conaway Fossella
Bishop (NY) Conyers Foxx
Bishop (UT) Cooper Frank (MA)
Blackburn Costa Franks (AZ)
Blumenauer Courtney Frelinghuysen
Boehner Cramer Gallegly
Bonner Crenshaw Garrett (NJ)
Bono Cuellar Gerlach
Boozman Culberson Gilchrest
Boren Davis (AL) Gillibrand
Boucher Davis (CA) Gingrey
Boustany Davis (KY) Gonzalez
Boyd (FL) Davis, David Goode
Boyda (KS) Dayvis, Lincoln Goodlatte
Brady (PA) Davis, Tom Gordon
Brady (TX) Deal (GA) Granger
Broun (GA) DeFazio Graves
Brown (SC) DeGette Green, Al
Brown-Waite, Delahunt Green, Gene

Ginny DeLauro Grijalva
Buchanan Dent Hall (NY)
Burgess Diaz-Balart, L. Hall (TX)
Burton (IN) Diaz-Balart, M. Hastings (FL)
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Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kildee
Kilpatrick
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)

Ackerman
AKin
Alexander
Baird
Bean
Berman
Blunt
Boswell
Braley (IA)
Brown, Corrine
Butterfield
Buyer
Cannon
Carney
Carson
Costello
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Dayvis (IL)
Dicks
Doolittle

McCollum (MN)
MecCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Obey
Ortiz
Pallone
Paul
Pearce
Pence
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Putnam
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reyes
Reynolds
Richardson
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
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Sali
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiahrt
Tierney
Tsongas
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Walberg
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weldon (FL)
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—81

Doyle
Duncan
Emanuel
Ferguson
Flake
Forbes
Giffords
Gohmert
Gutierrez
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Herseth Sandlin
Holden
Inslee

Israel
Jindal
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Kennedy
Kind
Kucinich

Linder
Lipinski
Lowey
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
McNulty
Meeks (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Neal (MA)
Oberstar
Olver
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Peterson (PA)
Pickering
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Radanovich
Rohrabacher
Roskam
Rush

Saxton Tancredo Visclosky
Schakowsky Terry Weller
Shimkus Thornberry Westmoreland
Shuster Tiberi Wilson (OH)
Smith (WA) Towns Yarmuth

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised there
are less than 2 minutes to vote.
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So the motion was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL HEROES CREDIT
PROTECTION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 513, as amended, on which the
yveas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 513, as
amended.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 349, nays 0,
not voting 83, as follows:

[Roll No. 1035]

YEAS—349

Abercrombie Capuano Eshoo
Aderholt Cardoza Etheridge
Allen Carnahan Everett
Altmire Carter Fallin
Andrews Castle Farr
Arcuri Castor Fattah
Baca Chabot Feeney
Bachmann Chandler Filner
Bachus Clarke Fortenberry
Baker Clay Fossella
Baldwin Cleaver Foxx
Barrett (SC) Clyburn Frank (MA)
Barrow Coble Franks (AZ)
Bartlett (MD) Cohen Frelinghuysen
Barton (TX) Cole (OK) Gallegly
Becerra Conaway Garrett (NJ)
Berkley Conyers Gerlach
Berry Cooper Gilchrest
Biggert Costa Gillibrand
Bilbray Courtney Gingrey
Bilirakis Cramer Gonzalez
Bishop (GA) Crenshaw Goode
Bishop (NY) Cuellar Goodlatte
Bishop (UT) Culberson Gordon
Blackburn Davis (AL) Granger
Blumenauer Dayvis (CA) Graves
Boehner Davis (KY) Green, Al
Bonner Davis, David Green, Gene
Bono Davis, Lincoln Hall (NY)
Boozman Davis, Tom Hall (TX)
Boren Deal (GA) Hastings (FL)
Boucher DeFazio Hastings (WA)
Boustany DeGette Hayes
Boyd (FL) Delahunt Heller
Boyda (KS) DeLauro Hensarling
Brady (PA) Dent Herger
Brady (TX) Diaz-Balart, L. Higgins
Broun (GA) Diaz-Balart, M. Hill
Brown (SC) Dingell Hinchey
Brown-Waite, Doggett Hinojosa

Ginny Donnelly Hirono
Buchanan Drake Hobson
Burgess Dreier Hodes
Burton (IN) Edwards Hoekstra
Calvert Ehlers Holt
Camp (MI) Ellison Honda
Campbell (CA) Ellsworth Hooley
Cantor Emerson Hoyer
Capito Engel Hulshof
Capps English (PA) Hunter

Inglis (SC)
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
MclIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney

Ackerman
AKin
Alexander
Baird
Bean
Berman
Blunt
Boswell
Braley (IA)
Brown, Corrine
Butterfield
Buyer
Cannon
Carney
Carson
Costello
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Dayvis (IL)
Dicks
Doolittle
Doyle
Duncan
Emanuel
Ferguson
Flake
Forbes

Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Obey
Olver
Pallone
Paul
Pearce
Pence
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Putnam
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reynolds
Richardson
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sali
Sanchez, Linda
T

Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes

Schiff

Schmidt
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Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiahrt
Tierney
Tsongas
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Walberg
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weldon (FL)
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—83

Giffords
Gohmert
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hare

Harman
Hastert
Herseth Sandlin
Holden

Inslee

Israel

Jindal
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Kind
Kucinich
Linder
Lipinski
Lowey
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
McNulty
Meeks (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Nadler

Neal (MA)
Oberstar
Ortiz

Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Peterson (PA)
Pickering
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Radanovich
Reyes
Rohrabacher
Roskam
Saxton
Schakowsky
Shimkus
Shuster
Smith (WA)
Sullivan
Tancredo
Terry
Thornberry
Tiberi
Towns
Visclosky
Weller
Westmoreland
Wilson (OH)
Yarmuth
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised that
there are 2 minutes remaining in this
vote.

0O 1904

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A Bill to amend the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act to enhance the protec-
tion of credit ratings of members of the
reserve component who serve on active
duty in support of a contingency oper-
ation, and for other purposes’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 744, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 744.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 351, nays 0,
not voting 81, as follows:

[Roll No. 1036]

YEAS—351

Abercrombie Buchanan DeGette
Aderholt Burgess Delahunt
Allen Burton (IN) DeLauro
Altmire Calvert Dent
Andrews Camp (MI) Diaz-Balart, L.
Arcuri Campbell (CA) Diaz-Balart, M.
Baca Cantor Dingell
Bachmann Capito Doggett
Bachus Capps Donnelly
Baker Capuano Drake
Baldwin Cardoza Dreier
Barrett (SC) Carnahan Edwards
Barrow Carter Ehlers
Bartlett (MD) Castle Ellison
Barton (TX) Castor Ellsworth
Becerra Chabot Emerson
Berkley Chandler Engel
Berry Clarke English (PA)
Biggert Clay Eshoo
Bilbray Cleaver Etheridge
Bilirakis Clyburn Everett
Bishop (GA) Coble Fallin
Bishop (NY) Cohen Farr
Bishop (UT) Cole (OK) Fattah
Blackburn Conaway Feeney
Blumenauer Conyers Filner
Boehner Cooper Fortenberry
Bonner Costa Fossella
Bono Courtney Foxx
Boozman Cramer Frank (MA)
Boren Crenshaw Franks (AZ)
Boucher Cuellar Frelinghuysen
Boustany Culberson Gallegly
Boyd (FL) Davis (AL) Garrett (NJ)
Boyda (KS) Davis (CA) Gerlach
Brady (PA) Davis (KY) Gilchrest
Brady (TX) Davis, David Gillibrand
Broun (GA) Davis, Lincoln Gingrey
Brown (SC) Davis, Tom Gonzalez
Brown-Waite, Deal (GA) Goode

Ginny DeFazio Goodlatte

Gordon
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E

Lynch

Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Marchant
Markey
Marshall

Ackerman
Akin
Alexander
Baird

Bean
Berman
Blunt
Boswell
Braley (IA)
Brown, Corrine
Butterfield
Buyer
Cannon
Carney
Carson
Costello
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings

Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Paul
Pearce
Pence
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Putnam
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reyes
Reynolds
Richardson
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
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Rush

Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar

Sali

Sanchez, Linda

Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiahrt
Tierney
Tsongas
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Walberg
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weldon (FL)
Wexler
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—S81

Davis (IL)
Dicks
Doolittle
Doyle
Duncan
Emanuel
Ferguson
Flake
Forbes
Giffords
Gohmert
Granger
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Herseth Sandlin
Holden

Inslee

Israel

Jindal
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Kind
Kucinich
Linder
Lipinski
Lowey
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
McNulty
Meeks (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Neal (MA)
Oberstar
Pascrell
Pastor
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Payne Saxton Tiberi
Peterson (PA) Schakowsky Towns
Pickering Shimkus Visclosky
Price (NC) Shuster Weller

Pryce (OH) Smith (WA) Westmoreland
Radanovich Tancredo Whitfield
Rohrabacher Terry Wilson (OH)
Roskam Thornberry Yarmuth

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised that
there are 2 minutes remaining in this
vote.

0 1911

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
from the Chamber for rollcall votes 1034,
1035, and 1036 on November 5, 2007. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on all
three rollcall votes.

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber today.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes 1034, 1035 and 1036.

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, | regret that
flight delays prevented me from being to vote
today. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on the motion to close portions of the
conference on H.R. 3222, H.R. 513, and H.
Res. 744.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION RECOM-
MENDING THAT THE HOUSE
FIND HARRIET MIERS AND JOSH-
UA BOLTEN IN CONTEMPT OF
CONGRESS

Mr. CONYERS from the Committee
on the Judiciary, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-423) on the
resolution recommending that the
House of Representatives find Harriet
Miers and Joshua Bolten, Chief of
Staff, White House, in contempt of
Congress for refusal to comply with
subpoenas duly issued by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————

OKLAHOMA IS OK WITH NEW
IMMIGRATION LAW

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, there is a new
immigration law in effect, and even
Federal judges refused to stop it.

On November 1 it became a felony to
knowingly harbor and hide illegals. It
is against the law to give illegals driv-
er’s licenses or give them public bene-
fits. Local police may now hold illegals
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they arrest for felonies and detain
them for Federal deportation. And em-
ployers must use the new Federal
verification system to determine legal
status of workers.

This, unfortunately, is not a new
Federal law, but one passed recently by
the Sooner State: Oklahoma. Appar-
ently, OKkies are frustrated with too
few results from Federal enforcement
folk so they passed their own State law
on immigration.

And good for them. Hopefully, other
States will follow.

Of course, noncitizen groups and the
“give America away’’ crowd sued OKkla-
homa in Federal court. And they lost.
Early results of the law indicate
illegals are leaving Oklahoma, some
even going back to their own country,
as it ought to be. They are getting the
message: come to America the legal
way or don’t come at all.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
0 1915
PERU FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise to strongly
oppose the proposed U.S.-Peru Free
Trade Agreement.

My opposition to the Peru FTA re-
flects America’s opposition to the re-
cent string of trade pacts that bene-
fitted the wealthiest few at the expense
of hardworking Americans. A recent
poll revealed that six in 10 Republicans
think free trade has been bad for the
U.S., and that’s just Republicans.

The American public is tired of wait-
ing for this administration to ‘“‘get it”
and to start negotiating fair and smart
trade deals that can benefit the little
guy as well as the corporate fat cat.

The American public is impatient
and, frankly, so am I. Fair trade can
create economic opportunities for ev-
eryone, big business and working fami-
lies alike, at home and abroad. Fair
trade can advance our economy with-
out jeopardizing good jobs and encour-
age development without ravaging our
environment.

Some say that the Peru FTA is bet-
ter than what we’ve had in the past. I
join the American people in saying,
“It’s not good enough.”

Join me in standing up for American
families. I urge my colleagues to vote
“no” on the Peru Free Trade Agree-
ment.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
COLN DAVIS of Tennessee). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
18, 2007, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
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men from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MCIN-
TYRE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, what a
privilege it is to speak on National
Bible Week as we celebrate the written
Word of God, as we anticipate the up-
coming celebration, the week of No-
vember 18-25. In fact, this book, the
number one best seller of all time, the
book is known as a book of encourage-
ment, a book of enlightenment, and a
book of edification.

Encouragement. When I think about
what the Bible has meant to me, I re-
member some of the great verses from
the Old Testament, such as Joshua 1:9,
‘“Be strong and courageous. Do not be
terrified. Do not be discouraged. For
the Lord God will be with you wherever
you go.” And Psalm 118:13-15 says, ‘I
was pushed back and about to fall, but
the Lord has helped me. The Lord is
my strength and my song, He has be-
come my salvation.”

And then Psalm 138:8, which precedes
my favorite Psalm, 139, it says, ‘“‘The
Lord will accomplish that which con-
cerns me. Your love, O Lord, endures
forever.”

When we think of this day, when so
many people are discouraged, I know,
as we celebrate National Bible Week,
that the Bible has been a Word of en-
couragement that I've experienced and
I know many others have.

In addition to encouragement, it’s a
Word of enlightenment. Psalm 19 says,
“Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and
a light unto my path. The unfolding of
Your Word gives light and gives under-
standing to the simple.” And as many
of my friends back home in North
Carolina know, my favorite Old Testa-
ment verse is from Proverbs, 29:18, that
says, ‘“Where there is no vision, the
people perish.” And I think that’s a
great challenge to us, as leaders in this
country, to have vision for where we
want to take our country and what we
want to do and how we want to solve
the problems. In fact, this verse,
“Where there is no vision, the people
perish,’”’ is inscribed in our own Science
Committee room in the Rayburn House
Office Building.

In addition to encouragement and en-
lightenment, the Bible is a book of edi-
fication. Paul writes in the Book of Ro-
mans 10:17 that faith comes from hear-
ing and hearing by the Word. And then
James 1:22 reminds that we should be
doers of the Word and not hearers only.

The Bible allows us to see ourselves
through its many stories and parables
and prophesies and teachings. It also
shows the flaws and frailties that we
all share in common in humanity. It
also shows the fellowship, both human
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and divine, that calls forth those val-
ues that so often we look for in our so-
ciety today, values of forgiveness, of
faithfulness and of fulfillment in be-
coming all that we know that we can
become.

I'm grateful that we take time in
this country to celebrate the national
week of the Bible coming up the week
of November 18-25, and that we would
take time tonight to celebrate not only
the historical importance, but the per-
sonal importance that this great book,
the best seller of all time, has for peo-
ple literally the world over.

PRESIDENT NICOLAS SARKOZY
ADDRESSES CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight
to congratulate President Nicolas
Sarkozy on his election to the presi-
dency of France, and also welcome him
to Washington, DC, as he addresses a
joint meeting of this Congress on
Wednesday of this week. I look forward
to hearing his remarks in this Cham-
ber.

This past May, Mr. Speaker, Nicolas
Sarkozy became the 23rd President of
France. His election has ushered in a
new and welcomed era in positive rela-
tions between France and the United
States.

The history of friendship between
these two countries, the United States
and France, runs deep and it runs wide.
Since the American Revolution, we
have shared a deep commitment to
freedom and independence; both of our
countries have. Perhaps one of the best
early demonstrations of France’s com-
mitment to our shared heritage of free-
dom is the example of General Marquis
de Lafayette—General Lafayette, a
young Frenchman who believed so pas-
sionately in the cause of freedom and
liberty for all individuals that he left
his homeland of France and came to
join the American colonies in their
fight for independence against Great
Britain.

It was General Lafayette who per-
suaded the French to help Americans
in their fight for freedom and independ-
ence from Great Britain. He served
courageously under the command of
General George Washington. George
Washington’s and Lafayette’s portraits
both hang in this hall tonight.

General Lafayette is the only non-
American portrait in the entire Capitol
building, and is the only other portrait
besides General Washington in this
House Chamber. There is a reason for
that; both of them, General Wash-
ington and his friend Lafayette, were
committed to liberty for all.

The American people will always be
grateful to the commitment of General
Lafayette and the people of France
throughout our pursuit for freedom and
democracy through the American Rev-
olution. And the American Revolution
was successful because of their help.
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In the same way, Mr. Speaker, we are
hopeful that the election of President
Sarkozy will renew the ties of friend-
ship that bind our two countries and
our long heritage together.

On the eve of the election, President
Sarkozy said that ‘‘American friends
can rely on France’s friendship. France
will always be next to them when they
need us.”” We are hopeful, Mr. Speaker,
that in the midst of many inter-
national crises, most notably, the
threat of nuclear Iran and the global
war on terrorism, that France will re-
main an ally committed to world peace
and democracy for all and continue to
pursue freedom for all peoples through-
out the world.

I am pleased to be the sponsor of leg-
islation H. Res. 379, which honors
President Sarkozy and his appearance
before Congress. I look forward to his
continued friendship and an alliance
between not only him and the United
States, but the people of France and
the United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on the week
of November 18 we begin to celebrate in
this Nation National Bible Week.

National Bible Week is the National
Bible Association’s signature event
which is celebrated the week before
Thanksgiving every year since it began
in 1941.

In this week, we encourage the citi-
zens of this Nation to read the Bible.
Mr. Speaker, I must admit that I was
not always an ardent Bible reader. I
was always in and around the church,
but as so many of us who belong to
church, I was in the church, but church
wasn’t in me.

Mr. Speaker, I came to this Congress
in 1993 and almost immediately upon
my presence here I received a Bible
similar to this given by Rev. Dr. D.
James Kennedy. And, Mr. Speaker, I
found my evenings alone, my wife and
my family back in Chicago, and some-
how I had a prompting to pick up the
Bible and to read the Bible. I must
admit, Mr. Speaker, that although I
wasn’t an ardent reader, now I'm a fe-
rocious reader of the Bible, avaricious
in my interests in terms of the words
recorded in God’s living book.

Mr. Speaker, I must say that I have
been renewed as a man by the renewing
of my mind according to the dictates
and the Spirit that’s incorporated in
the reading of the Bible. I am a
changed man; I am a new man. I don’t
have the same friends I used to have. I
don’t walk the same way; I don’t talk
the same way, and it’s all because of
this Bible.

Mr. Speaker, I am an activist, and for
years I had shunned this Bible because
it didn’t speak to my activism. And
then the Holy Spirit spoke to me
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through my conversations and through
my interests in reading the Bible. And,
Mr. Speaker, I came across a Scripture
that really moved me, two, as a matter
of fact. One is taken from the Old Tes-
tament, Micah 6:6-8: <“With what shall I
come before the Lord and bow myself
before the high God? Shall I come be-
fore him with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? Will the Lord be
pleased with thousands of ram, 10,000
rivers of 0il? Shall I give my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?”’

The Lord answers, ‘“‘He has shown
you, O man, what is good. And what
does the Lord require of you? But to do
justly, to love mercy and to walk hum-
bly with your God.”

Mr. Speaker, in those words, it en-
capsulated all that I had attempted to
be, my activism, my love for humanity
and my love for the Lord. Mr. Speaker,
Luke 4 and 4:18: ‘“The spirit of the Lord
is upon Me. Because He has anointed
me to preach the Gospel to the poor.
He has sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are op-
pressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord.”

Mr. Speaker, my life had been, and
continues today, to be a reflection of
the spirit that is within me, the Holy
Spirit that is within me. I call on all
good citizens, Christians and non-
Christians alike, during this week and
every week of the year, pick up your
Bible. Read the Bible. You have no bet-
ter friend. You have no better solution
than what is recorded in these words.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING ROSS AND MARIANNA
BEACH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I appreciate the testimony and words
as spoken by the gentleman from Illi-
nois. I rise tonight to speak to con-
gratulate Ross and Marianna Beach
and the Marianna Kistler Beach Mu-
seum of Art on the occasion of the mu-
seum’s grand reopening. Located in
Manhattan, on the campus of Kansas
State University, the Beach Museum of
Art has become a cherished cultural
center in the Flint Hills of my home
State. Over the years, the museum has
nearly tripled the number of their
works of art and has enhanced the lives
of thousands of patrons.

Originally opening on October 16,
1996, the museum offers a wide array of
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services to the area. While continually
adding to the collection of regionally
inspired art, the museum contributors
have also made educational programs,
lectures, tours, and workshops avail-
able. The new 15,000 square-foot addi-
tion of the Mary and Morgan Jarvis
Wing is evidence of the museum’s con-
tinuing success and benefit.

Believing in art appreciation and
education, the Beach Museum is poised
to contribute to the culture in Kansas
for generations to come. The impact
the museum has on Kansas is immeas-
urable. Located on the campus of a na-
tionally ranked university and in close
proximity to Fort Riley, the Beach Mu-
seum serves a highly diverse popu-
lation. Students, along with military
personnel and their families, come
from all over the globe to live, work,
and learn. This oftentimes short-term
community is always pleased to dis-
cover an art museum of such fine qual-
ity.

Through the efforts of Kansas State
University president Dr. Jon Wefald
and his wife, Ruth Ann, the museum
has gained national notoriety. Mrs.
Wefald’s leadership on the museum ad-
visory board has proven to be a major
factor in the museum’s rapid growth
and expansion.

The university, the City of Manhat-
tan and the State of Kansas have bene-
fited tremendously from the Wefalds’
dedication. Gratitude is owed for their
committed devotion to the museum.
Museum director Lorne Render should
be commended for guiding the museum
into the 21st century. Through Lorne’s
service to the arts, the Beach Museum
continues to offer exhibits and pro-
grams that enhance the quality of life
of all Kansans and, in fact, many
Americans. As the museum continues
to contribute to the appreciation of the
arts, appreciation should be extended
to Lorne for the museum and the muse-
um’s knowledgeable staff.

The museum would not have been
possible but for the generous philan-
thropic ideals exhibited by the lead do-
nors, Ross and Marianna Beach. The
Marianna Kistler Beach Museum of Art
was named by Mr. Beach for his wife in
commemoration of their 50th wedding
anniversary. Mr. And Mrs. Beach are
longtime donors of talent and treasure
to the State of Kansas. Their commit-
ments to the arts extend beyond the
Beach Museum in Manhattan. They
were instrumental in establishing the
Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center
on the campus of Fort Hays State Uni-
versity in Hays, Kansas. This center
has been providing a venue for plays,
speeches, debates, and concerts for
more than 20 years. The Beachs’ com-
mitment to the arts extends across the
State and is appreciated by Kansans
from all walks of life.

My wife and I are proud to serve on
the museum’s board of visitors. We
have witnessed, firsthand, the results
Ross and Marianna Beach have at-
tained. It is certain that the Beach leg-
acy will be experienced by thousands of
people for generations to come.
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Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join
me in acknowledging the Marianna
Kistler Beach Museum of Art along
with Ross and Marianna Kistler Beach
for their contributions to our society.
Kansas is proud to have the museum
for our enlightenment and enjoyment.
And I am also proud to call Ross and
Marianna Beach my friends and fellow
Kansans.

——
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Kansas (Mrs. BOYDA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Last week-
end, I spoke on a panel about civics and
civility at Kansas State University.
And during the question-and-answer
time, a teacher stood up and asked me
a question. She said, Do you know of
any books that might be like a check-
list that I could share, be a checklist
on teaching my Kkids civics and civil-
ity? I thought for a minute, and I said,
As a matter of fact, I do.

I am holding it right here in my
hand, Mr. Speaker. It is the Bible. This
particular copy was my mother’s Bible.
And it is the one that I was sworn in
last January. So it has a great deal of
meaning to me. The lessons in the
Bible are truly a checklist for decent
living. In Matthew 22, when the disci-
ples asked what is the greatest com-
mandment, it is to love our God with
all of our heart and soul and mind, and
the second is likened to it, to love thy
neighbor as thyself. And then He says,
on these hang all the laws and the
prophets. Love thy neighbor as thyself.
Very clear. Judge not lest you be
judged.

The Bible has all the wisdom that we
need to bring our country together.
And that’s why I’'m glad the House is
pausing tonight to recognize the start
of National Bible Week. Faith has an
important role to play in the lives of
all Americans. It is a role that may be
more important today in these dan-
gerous and complicated times than
ever before. And it is a role that we,
yes, we as public servants have to de-
fend.

Just last month, the Architect of the
Capitol refused to fulfill a citizen’s re-
quest for a flag certificate that re-
ferred to devotion to God. Just last
week, the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration banned a flag folding ceremony
used at veterans’ funerals because of
references to God. Let’s be clear: nei-
ther mentioning God in a flag certifi-
cate nor speaking of God in a funeral
ceremony poses any threat to the sepa-
ration of church and State. Not only is
speaking about religion permitted by
the Constitution; it is a right that is
protected by the first amendment.

Thankfully, both of these bans have
been reversed, and not a moment too
soon. As we begin National Bible Week,
I hope that all of my colleagues and
citizens across America will pause to
recognize the role that faith plays in
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all of our lives to reflect on the lessons
of the Bible. It is our guidebook. It is
our guidebook to civics and civility, as
well. It is our how-to guide for public
service. Everything we need is right
here, folks. It is right here between
these two covers.

———

WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, I look
at the time, it is about 13 years ago ex-
actly at this moment that I was stand-
ing at the altar saying, “I do” to the
love of my life. So I must begin by
wishing a happy 13th anniversary to
the most beautiful woman in the world,
with all respect to those ladies that are
here present. I guess every marriage
has obviously some high points and
some disappointments.

And the other reason for me coming
to floor is to actually speak about the
disappointment that I have with the
White House, particularly with its veto
of H.R. 1495, the Water Resources De-
velopment Act, often referred to as
WRDA. This veto, if I must say so, was
ill advised and I expect will be over-
ridden by this House tomorrow and the
Senate in the coming days.

I acknowledge that the President,
during the veto message, mentioned
that when the WRDA bill left the
House, it was about $15 billion. The
Senate’s version was at 14 billion. And
the final version of the water resources
bill was somewhere around 23 billion.
Yet certainly the White House under-
stands that the bill that left the House
had different priorities emphasized, dif-
ferent projects were being considered
by the Senate and as such when the
conference was convened, those bills
had to be combined. The President, in
his veto message, said, in essence, I
fully support funding for water re-
sources projects.

Respectfully, I must point out that
the President’s budget each year woe-
fully underfunds the Army Corps of En-
gineers budget in my view, the oper-
ations and maintenance budget. And
the White House went on with its veto
message to say, My administration has
repeatedly urged Congress to authorize
only those projects that provide a high
return on investment.

Well, I share the White House’s belief
that taxpayers deserve a dollar’s worth
of services for every dollar they remit
in taxes. But just looking at water re-
sources projects in terms of dollars and
cents is what caused us to only have
category 3 levees in New Orleans. We
have seen how short-sighted that deci-
sion was. In fact, I would suggest that
over the last 256 years, every dollar that
the Corps has invested in flood control
has been returned six-fold in potential
damages that had been averted.

A WRDA bill has not been passed by
Congress in 7 years. Communities
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around this Nation are now in des-
perate need for projects such as levees
and protective coastal wetlands. More-
over, in the past 7 years, our water-
borne transportation infrastructure
has continued to crumble. There are
192 active locks on navigable water-
ways in this Nation. The average age is
60. The President, by his veto, is choos-
ing to ignore these needs, possibly
harming the lives and certainly the
livelihoods of millions of people in this
country.

One of the most important projects
for the Missouri-Illinois delegations is
the much-needed modernization of the
five locks on the upper Mississippi
River and two on the Illinois water-
way. This is something that we helped
author back in the 108th Congress. And
certainly I acknowledge my good
friends and supporters of this, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL), the
dynamic duo from Illinois, Mr.
COSTELLO and Mr. SHIMKUS on our side
of the aisle, and also Chairman OBER-
STAR and Ranking Member BAKER have
been instrumental in bringing this
project to fruition.

Look, these locks are vital to farm-
ers, manufacturers and many other in-
dustries in Missouri, Illinois, Min-
nesota, and Wisconsin. These locks on
the Mississippi and Illinois rivers fa-
cilitate the movement of 100 million
tons of cargo every year. While almost
50 percent, half of this is cargo, is agri-
cultural, the river also transports as-
phalt for road construction, coal for
electricity. In fact, did you know that
every gallon of jet fuel that is used at
O’Hare and Midway Airports in Chi-
cago is transported on our navigable
waterways?

The shipments of these products via
the river saves the American public be-
tween $800 million and $2 billion over
other modes of transportation. Cer-
tainly I would suggest that while not
every farmer in the region uses the
river to ship crops, all growers are im-
pacted by it. Every day the price of
grain a farmer receives at his home
market is based on the price of grain
that moves on the Mississippi River to
export markets. The lower the cost of
transportation here within our own
borders, the lower the cost of TU.S.
grain is on the world market, the more
grain the United States is able to sell
to our foreign trading partners.

As some in this Chamber know, I
have a personal experience shipping on
the river. I grew up in the shadow of
the levees along the Mississippi in
southeast Missouri. Lock moderniza-
tion, I can assure you, will ensure that
farmers in Missouri, Iowa, Illinois,
Minnesota, Wisconsin and elsewhere
continue to have the same benefit that
my family had growing up on our fam-
ily’s farm, the ability to ship crops to
international markets via the most
cost-effective method.

Now, many of these locks, unfortu-
nately, are being held together with
bailing wire and duct tape. Our senior
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Senator, Senator BOND, is fond of say-
ing that these locks belong on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. He is
actually mistaken. They are already on
the National Registry of Historic
Places.

I urge this House to override the
President’s veto.

——
O 1945
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
teresting that I come after the gen-
tleman from Missouri, because before
leaving home down in South Carolina
this morning, I went to dedicate a
water project in a part of my State
where they have a real problem with
potable water, and extensive health
problems as well. During that cere-
mony, it was asked of me what kind of
guarantee that I have that this water
project would be seen to fruition. This
morning we were dedicating the first
phase. There are two others.

In answering the question, I referred
to the greatest of all books, the Bible.
I referred to the Book of Hebrew, the
11th chapter. I call that the faith chap-
ter of the Bible. I quoted Hebrew 11.1:
Faith, the substance of things hoped
for and the evidence of things unseen. 1
quoted that because in our work here,
much of the time, though we don’t
view our work as being grounded in the
Bible, we often strike out on faith. We
have a little idea sometimes of exactly
where any issue is going. I do believe
that as we carry out our duties and re-
sponsibilities to the people of this
great Nation, sometimes we ought to
pause and give credence to where that
emanates from.

So I am pleased that my good friend
from Illinois asked me to come down
tonight and to join in this special order
commemorating the Bible during Na-
tional Bible Week. When I was growing
up, my father, who was a fundamen-
talist minister, never asked me to read
the Bible, never instructed me to do so.
He just told me every morning at the
breakfast table to recite a Bible verse.
Now, it would be a little difficult to do
that without reading the Bible. He
made sure that we didn’t do the same
one twice. Daddy set down the rule. He
took Jesus’ whip off the table. So it
was very, very important for me to
read the Bible daily.
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He also had a second rule, and that is
that every night before retiring to bed,
we had to share with our parents, or
one of them, some current event. He
would often have ways of showing us
how that particular event that we may
have shared was grounded in the Good
Book.

So long before I became House Major-
ity Whip, I assumed the leadership of
the Democrats’ Faith Working Group.
For the last 3 years now, Mr. Speaker,
it has been my great joy to work with
the members of our caucus, trying to
get our membership comfortable with
the fact that our work here is in fact
faith-based.

If you doubt it, then I ask all of my
colleagues to just take a look at my fa-
vorite book of the Bible, the Book of
James. It has got nothing to do with
my name, though that would not be a
bad thing. It’s a very short book, but it
tells us a lot about our responsibility.
There, in the second chapter of James,
we are all instructed that if your
brother or sister comes to you hungry
and naked, it is not enough to tell
them to go in faith; you feed them and
you clothe them.

That is what this Congress is all
about. This Congress is about doing
those things that are necessary to
make sure that our constituents and
make sure that our citizens are fed
that need to be fed or clothed that need
to be clothed. I do believe if James
were writing his epistle today, he
would also tell us it is also important
to house them when they need shelter.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, this year the
week of November 18-24th has been des-
ignated “National Bible Week,” a week to
renew our interest in the Bible and to recog-
nize the influence that the Bible has had in our
lives and on our nation throughout its history.

As a child growing up in West Virginia, |
was encouraged by my father to read the
Bible daily, because he found such solace and
comfort in the Word. As Paul wrote in
Philippians 4:13, “I have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want, | can do everything through
Christ who gives me strength.”

Knowing this soothes and comforts my soul
in times of distress. It is my guiding light that
keeps me centered and focused and | derive
great joy from reading the scriptures during
my time of mediation and reflection.

Today, God’'s Word written in the Holy
Scriptures of the Bible is important to me both
as an individual and as a leader. It is the Bible
that guides me through the day, as | seek to
make decisions that will affect people in my
state and in our nation—decisions that require
a wisdom that is found throughout the Old and
New Testaments of the Bible.

It is the Word of God written in the Bible
that gives me the fortitude | need to carry out
my responsibilities as a friend, a father, a hus-
band, and a Congressman. The Bible provides
the wisdom to know how to respond to my
family and constituents during times of dire cri-
sis.

For these reasons, and many more, | thank
God that we have a manual for our daily living
in the Bible.
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As we face the unforeseen challenges that
lie ahead, both at home and abroad, | encour-
age all Americans to read the Bible and read
it often, to study its teachings, and to make it
an important part of their lives.

———
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3043,
DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

Mr. OBEY submitted the following
conference report and statement on the
bill (H.R. 3043) making appropriations
for the Departments of Labor, Health
And Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2008, and for
other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 110-424)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
3043) ‘‘making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and for
other purposes’, having met, after full and
free conference, have agreed to recommend
and do recommend to their respective Houses
as follows:

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate, and
agree to the same with an amendment, as
follows:

In lieu of the matter stricken and inserted
by said amendment, insert:

SECTION 1. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Table of contents.

Sec. 2. References.

Sec. 3. Statement of Appropriations.

DIVISION A—LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS, 2008

Title I—Department of Labor

Title II—Department of Health and Human

Services

Title III—Department of Education

Title IV—Related Agencies

Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION B—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS, 2008

Title I—Department of Defense

Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs

Title III—Related Agencies

Title IV—General Provisions

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any
reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any divi-
sion of this Act shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS.

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2008.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, AND
EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION
TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS)

For necessary expenses of the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 (‘“WIA”’), the Denali Com-
mission Act of 1998, and the Women in Appren-
ticeship and Non-Traditional Occupations Act
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of 1992, including the purchase and hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and other facili-
ties, and the purchase of real property for train-
ing centers as authoriced by the WIA;
$3,618,940,000, plus reimbursements, is available.
Of the amounts provided:

(1) for grants to States for adult employment
and training activities, youth activities, and dis-
located worker employment and training activi-
ties, $2,994,510,000 as follows:

(A) 3864,199,000 for adult employment and
training activities, of which $152,199,000 shall be
available for the period July 1, 2008 to June 30,
2009, and of which $712,000,000 shall be avail-
able for the period October 1, 2008 through June
30, 2009;

(B) $940,500,000 for youth activities, which
shall be available for the period April 1, 2008
through June 30, 2009; and

(C) $1,189,811,000 for dislocated worker em-
ployment and training activities, of which
$341,811,000 shall be available for the period
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009, and of which
$848,000,000 shall be available for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009:

Provided, That notwithstanding the transfer
limitation under section 133(b)(4) of the WIA, up
to 30 percent of such funds may be transferred
by a local board if approved by the Governor;

(2) for federally administered programs,
$483,371,000 as follows:

(A) $282,092,000 for the dislocated workers as-
sistance national reserve, of which $6,300,000
shall be available on October 1, 2007, of which
$63,792,000 shall be available for the period July
1, 2008 through June 30, 2009, and of which
$212,000,000 shall be available for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009: Provided,
That up to $125,000,000 may be made available
for Community-Based Job Training grants from
funds reserved under section 132(a)(2)(A) of the
WIA and shall be used to carry out such grants
under section 171(d) of such Act, except that the
10 percent limitation otherwise applicable to the
amount of funds that may be used to carry out
section 171(d) shall not be applicable to funds
used for Community-Based Job Training grants:
Provided further, That funds provided to carry
out section 132(a)(2)(A) of the WIA may be used
to provide assistance to a State for State-wide or
local use in order to address cases where there
have been worker dislocations across multiple
sectors or across multiple local areas and such
workers remain dislocated; coordinate the State
workforce development plan with emerging eco-
nomic development needs; and train such eligi-
ble dislocated workers: Provided further, That
funds provided to carry out section 171(d) of the
WIA may be used for demonstration projects
that provide assistance to new entrants in the
workforce and incumbent workers: Provided fur-
ther, That $2,600,000 shall be for a noncompeti-
tive grant to the National Center on Education
and the Economy, which shall be awarded not
later than 30 days after the date of enactment of
this Act: Provided further, That 31,500,000 shall
be for a mon-competitive grant to the AFL-CIO
Working for America Institute, which shall be
awarded not later than 30 days after the date of
enactment of this Act: Provided further, That
$2,200,000 shall be for a non-competitive grant to
the AFL-CIO Appalachian Council, Incor-
porated, for Job Corps career transition services,
which shall be awarded not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act;

(B) $55,039,000 for Native American programs,
which shall be available for the period July 1,
2008 through June 30, 2009;

(C) $82,740,000 for migrant and seasonal farm-
worker programs under section 167 of the WIA,
including 377,265,000 for formula grants (of
which not less than 70 percent shall be for em-
ployment and training services), $4,975,000 for
migrant and seasonal housing (of which not less
than 70 percent shall be for permanent hous-
ing), and $500,000 for other discretionary pur-
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poses, which shall be available for the period
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009: Provided,
That, notwithstanding any other provision of
law or related regulation, the Department shall
take no action limiting the number or proportion
of eligible participants receiving related assist-
ance services or discouraging grantees from pro-
viding such services;

(D) $1,000,000 for carrying out the Women in
Apprenticeship and Nontraditional Occupations
Act, which shall be available for the period July
1, 2008 through June 30, 2009; and

(E) 362,500,000 for YouthBuild activities as de-
scribed in section 173A of the WIA, which shall
be available for the period April 1, 2008 through
June 30, 2009;

(3) for mational activities, $141,059,000, which
shall be available for the period July 1, 2008
through July 30, 2009 as follows:

(4) $50,569,000 for Pilots, Demonstrations, and
Research, of which $5,000,000 shall be for grants
to address the employment and training needs of
young parents (notwithstanding the require-
ments of sections 171(b)(2)(B) or 171(c)(4)(D) of
the WIA): Provided, That funding provided to
carry out projects under section 171 of the WIA
that are identified in the statement of the man-
agers on the conference report accompanying
this Act, shall not be subject to the requirements
of section 171(b)(2)(B) and 171(c)(4)(D) of the
WIA, the joint funding requirements of sections
171(D)(2)(A) and 171(c)(4)(A) of the WIA, or any
time limit requirements of sections 171(b)(2)(C)
and 171(c)(4)(B) of the WIA;

(B) $78,694,000 for ex-offender activities, under
the authority of section 171 of the Act, notwith-
standing the requirements of  sections
171(b)(2)(B) or 171(c)(4)(D), of which not less
than $59,000,000 shall be for youthful offender
activities: Provided, That $50,000,000 shall be
available from program year 2007 and program
year 2008 funds for competitive grants to local
educational agencies or community-based orga-
nizations to develop and implement mentoring
strategies that integrate educational and em-
ployment interventions designed to prevent
youth violence in schools identified as persist-
ently dangerous under section 9532 of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act;

(C) $4,921,000 for Evaluation under section 172
of the WIA; and

(D) $6,875,000 for the Denali Commission,
which shall be available for the period July 1,
2008 through June 30, 2009.

Of the amounts made available under this
heading in Public Law 107-116 to carry out the
activities of the National Skills Standards
Board, $44,000 are rescinded.

Of the unexpended balances remaining from
funds appropriated to the Department of Labor
under this heading for fiscal years 2005 and 2006
to carry out the Youth, Adult and Dislocated
Worker formula programs under the Workforce
Investment Act, $245,000,000 are rescinded: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Labor may, upon
the request of a State, apply any portion of the
State’s share of this rescission to funds other-
wise available to the State for such programs
during program year 2007: Provided further,
That notwithstanding any provision of such
Act, the Secretary may waive such requirements
as may be mecessary to carry out the instruc-
tions relating to this rescission in the statement
of the managers on the conference report accom-
panying this Act.

COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT FOR OLDER

AMERICANS

To carry out title V of the Older Americans
Act of 1965, $530,900,000, which shall be avail-
able for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30,
2009.

FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS AND
ALLOWANCES

For payments during fiscal year 2008 of trade
adjustment benefit payments and allowances
under part I of subchapter B of chapter 2 of title
II of the Trade Act of 1974, and section 246 of
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that Act; and for training, allowances for job
search and relocation, and related State admin-
istrative expenses under Part II of subchapter B
of chapter 2 of title II of the Trade Act of 1974,
$888,700,000, together with such amounts as may
be necessary to be charged to the subsequent ap-
propriation for payments for any period subse-
quent to September 15, 2008.
STATE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE AND
EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OPERATIONS

For authorized administrative expenses,
390,517,000, together with not to exceed
$3,337,506,000 which may be expended from the
Employment Security Administration Account in
the Unemployment Trust Fund (‘‘the Trust
Fund”), of which:

(1) $2,5610,723,000 from the Trust Fund is for
grants to States for the administration of State
unemployment insurance laws as authorized
under title 111 of the Social Security Act (includ-
ing $10,000,000 to conduct in-person reemploy-
ment and eligibility assessments in one-stop ca-
reer centers of claimants of unemployment in-
surance), the administration of unemployment
insurance for Federal employees and for ex-serv-
ice members as authorized under sections 8501—
8523 of title 5, United States Code, and the ad-
ministration of trade readjustment allowances
and alternative trade adjustment assistance
under the Trade Act of 1974, and shall be avail-
able for obligation by the States through Decem-
ber 31, 2008, except that funds used for automa-
tion acquisitions shall be available for obliga-
tion by the States through September 30, 2010,
and funds used for unemployment insurance
workloads experienced by the States through
September 30, 2008 shall be available for Federal
obligation through December 31, 2008;

(2) $10,500,000 from the Trust Fund is for na-
tional activities necessary to support the admin-
istration of the Federal-State unemployment in-
surance system;

(3) $693,000,000 from the Trust Fund, together
with $22,883,000 from the General Fund of the
Treasury, is for grants to States in accordance
with section 6 of the Wagner-Peyser Act, and
shall be available for Federal obligation for the
period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009;

(4) $32,766,000 from the Trust Fund is for na-
tional activities of the Employment Service, in-
cluding administration of the work opportunity
tax credit under section 51 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, the administration of activi-
ties, including foreign labor certifications, under
the Immigration and Nationality Act, and the
provision of technical assistance and staff train-
ing under the Wagner-Peyser Act, including not
to exceed $1,228,000 that may be used for amorti-
zation payments to States which had inde-
pendent retirement plans in their State employ-
ment service agencies prior to 1980;

(5) $52,985,000 from the General Fund is to
provide workforce information, national elec-
tronic tools, and one-stop system building under
the Wagner-Peyser Act and shall be available
for Federal obligation for the period July 1, 2008
through June 30, 2009; and

(6) $14,649,000 from the General Fund is to
provide for work incentive grants to the States
and shall be available for the period July 1, 2008
through June 30, 2009:

Provided, That to the extent that the Average
Weekly Insured Unemployment (“AWIU’’) for
fiscal year 2008 is projected by the Department
of Labor to exceed 2,786,000, an additional
$28,600,000 from the Trust Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation for every 100,000 increase in
the AWIU level (including a pro rata amount
for any increment less than 100,000) to carry out
title I1I of the Social Security Act: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated in this Act that
are allotted to a State to carry out activities
under title III of the Social Security Act may be
used by such State to assist other States in car-
rying out activities under such title III if the
other States include areas that have suffered a
magor disaster declared by the President under
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the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act: Provided further, That
the Secretary of Labor may use funds appro-
priated for grants to States under title III of the
Social Security Act to make payments on behalf
of States for the use of the National Directory of
New Hires under section 453(5)(8) of such Act:
Provided further, That funds appropriated in
this Act which are used to establish a national
one-stop career center system, or which are used
to support the national activities of the Federal-
State unemployment insurance or immigration
programs, may be obligated in contracts, grants,
or agreements with non-State entities: Provided
further, That funds appropriated under this Act
for activities authoriced under title III of the
Social Security Act and the Wagner-Peyser Act
may be used by States to fund integrated Unem-
ployment Insurance and Employment Service
automation efforts, notwithstanding cost alloca-
tion principles prescribed under the Office of
Management and Budget Circular A-87.

In addition, $40,000,000 from the Employment
Security Administration Account of the Unem-
ployment Trust Fund shall be available to con-
duct in-person reemployment and eligibility as-
sessments in one-stop career centers of claimants
of unemployment insurance: Provided, That not
later than 180 days following the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit an
interim report to the Congress that includes
available information on expenditures, number
of individuals assessed, and outcomes from the
assessments: Provided further, That not later
than 18 months following the end of the fiscal
year, the Secretary of Labor shall submit to the
Congress a final report containing comprehen-
sive information on the estimated savings that
result from the assessments of claimants and
identification of best practices.

ADVANCES TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST FUND

AND OTHER FUNDS

For repayable advances to the Unemployment
Trust Fund as authoriced by sections 905(d) and
1203 of the Social Security Act, and to the Black
Lung Disability Trust Fund as authorized by
section 9501(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1954; and for monrepayable advances to the
Unemployment Trust Fund as authoriced by
section 8509 of title 5, United States Code, and
to the ‘“‘Federal unemployment benefits and al-
lowances’ account, to remain available until
September 30, 2009, $437,000,000.

In addition, for making repayable advances to
the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund in the
current fiscal year after September 15, 2008, for
costs incurred by the Black Lung Disability
Trust Fund in the current fiscal year, such sums
as may be necessary.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

For expenses of administering employment
and training programs, $88,451,000, together
with not to exceed $88,211,000, which may be ex-
pended from the Employment Security Adminis-
tration Account in the Unemployment Trust
Fund.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Employee Ben-

efits Security Administration, $142,925,000.
PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION
PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION FUND

The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation is
authorized to make such expenditures, includ-
ing financial assistance authoriced by subtitle E
of title IV of the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 4201 et seq.),
within limits of funds and borrowing authority
available to such Corporation, and in accord
with law, and to make such contracts and com-
mitments without regard to fiscal year limita-
tions as provided by section 104 of the Govern-
ment Corporation Control Act (31 U.S.C. 9104),
as may be mecessary in carrying out the pro-
gram, including associated administrative ex-
penses, through September 30, 2008, for such
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Corporation: Provided, That none of the funds
available to the Corporation for fiscal year 2008
shall be available for obligations for administra-
tive expenses in excess of $411,151,000: Provided
further, That to the extent that the number of
new plan participants in plans terminated by
the Corporation exceeds 100,000 in fiscal year
2008, an amount not to exceed an additional
39,200,000 shall be available for obligation for
administrative expenses for every 20,000 addi-
tional terminated participants: Provided fur-
ther, That an additional 350,000 shall be made
available for obligation for investment manage-
ment fees for every $25,000,000 in assets received
by the Corporation as a result of new plan ter-
minations, after approval by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and mnotification of the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate.
EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING RESCISSION)

For mecessary expenses for the Employment
Standards Administration, including reimburse-
ment to State, Federal, and local agencies and
their employees for inspection services rendered,
$435,397,000, together with $2,111,000 which may
be expended from the Special Fund in accord-
ance with sections 39(c), 44(d), and 44(j) of the
Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation
Act: Provided, That the Secretary of Labor is
authorized to establish and, in accordance with
31 U.S.C. 3302, collect and deposit in the Treas-
ury fees for processing applications and issuing
certificates under sections 11(d) and 14 of the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and for proc-
essing applications and issuing registrations
under title I of the Migrant and Seasonal Agri-
cultural Worker Protection Act.

Of the unobligated funds collected pursuant
to section 286(v) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, $102,000,000 are rescinded.

SPECIAL BENEFITS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation, benefits,
and expenses (except administrative expenses)
accruing during the current or any prior fiscal
year authoriced by chapter 81 of title 5, United
States Code; continuation of benefits as pro-
vided for under the heading ‘‘Civilian War Ben-
efits” in the Federal Security Agency Appro-
priation Act, 1947; the Employees’ Compensation
Commission Appropriation Act, 1944; sections
4(c) and 5(f) of the War Claims Act of 1948; and
50 percent of the additional compensation and
benefits required by section 10(h) of the
Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation
Act, $203,000,000, together with such amounts as
may be mnecessary to be charged to the subse-
quent year appropriation for the payment of
compensation and other benefits for any period
subsequent to August 15 of the current year:
Provided, That amounts appropriated may be
used under section 8104 of title 5, United States
Code, by the Secretary of Labor to reimburse an
employer, who is not the employer at the time of
injury, for portions of the salary of a reem-
ployed, disabled beneficiary: Provided further,
That balances of reimbursements unobligated on
September 30, 2007, shall remain available until
expended for the payment of compensation, ben-
efits, and expenses: Provided further, That in
addition there shall be transferred to this appro-
priation from the Postal Service and from any
other corporation or instrumentality required
under section 8147(c) of title 5, United States
Code, to pay an amount for its fair share of the
cost of administration, such sums as the Sec-
retary determines to be the cost of administra-
tion for employees of such fair share entities
through September 30, 2008: Provided further,
That of those funds transferred to this account
from the fair share entities to pay the cost of ad-
ministration of the Federal Employees’ Com-
pensation Act, $52,280,000 shall be made avail-
able to the Secretary as follows:
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(1) For enhancement and maintenance of
automated data processing systems and tele-
communications systems, $21,855,000.

(2) For automated workload processing oper-
ations, including document imaging, centralized
mail intake and medical bill processing,
316,109,000.

(3) For periodic roll management and medical
review, $14,316,000.

(4) The remaining funds shall be paid into the

Treasury as miscellaneous receipts:
Provided further, That the Secretary may re-
quire that any person filing a notice of injury or
a claim for benefits under chapter 81 of title 5,
United States Code, or the Longshore and Har-
bor Workers’ Compensation Act, provide as part
of such notice and claim, such identifying infor-
mation (including Social Security account num-
ber) as such regulations may prescribe.

SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR DISABLED COAL MINERS

For carrying out title IV of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977, as amended by
Public Law 107-275, 3$208,221,000, to remain
available until expended.

For making after July 31 of the current fiscal
year, benefit payments to individuals under title
IV of such Act, for costs incurred in the current
fiscal year, such amounts as may be mecessary.

For making benefit payments under title IV
for the first quarter of fiscal year 2009,
$62,000,000, to remain available until expended.

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, ENERGY EMPLOYEES

OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS COMPENSATION FUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to administer the En-
ergy Employees Occupational Illness Compensa-
tion Program Act, $104,745,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Sec-
retary of Labor is authorized to transfer to any
erecutive agency with authority under the En-
ergy Employees Occupational Illness Compensa-
tion Program Act, including within the Depart-
ment of Labor, such sums as may be necessary
in fiscal year 2008 to carry out those authorities:
Provided further, That the Secretary may re-
quire that any person filing a claim for benefits
under the Act provide as part of such claim,
such identifying information (including Social
Security account number) as may be prescribed:
Provided further, That not later than 30 days
after enactment of this Act, in addition to other
sums transferred by the Secretary to the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (‘“NIOSH’’) for the administration of the
Energy Employees Occupational Illness Com-
pensation Program (““EEOICP’’), the Secretary
shall transfer $4,500,000 to NIOSH from the
funds appropriated to the Energy Employees
Occupational Iliness Compensation Fund, for
use by or in support of the Advisory Board on
Radiation and Worker Health (‘‘the Board’’) to
carry out its statutory responsibilities under the
EEOICP, including obtaining audits, technical
assistance and other support from the Board’s
audit contractor with regard to radiation dose
estimation and reconstruction efforts, site pro-
files, procedures, and review of Special Expo-
sure Cohort petitions and evaluation reports.

BLACK LUNG DISABILITY TRUST FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In fiscal year 2008 and thereafter, such sums
as may be necessary from the Black Lung Dis-
ability Trust Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended, for payment of all benefits authorized
by section 9501(d)(1), (2), (4), and (7) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1954; and interest on ad-
vances, as authorized by section 9501(c)(2) of
that Act. In addition, the following amounts
shall be available from the Fund for fiscal year
2008 for expenses of operation and administra-
tion of the Black Lung Benefits program, as au-
thoriced by section 9501(d)(5): not to exceed
$32,761,000 for transfer to the Employment
Standards Administration ‘‘Salaries and Ezx-
penses’’; not to exceed $24,785,000 for transfer to
Departmental Management, ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’’; not to exceed $335,000 for transfer to
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Departmental Management, ‘‘Office of Inspector
General”’; and mot to exceed $356,000 for pay-
ments into miscellaneous receipts for the ex-
penses of the Department of the Treasury.
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, $500,568,000,
including not to exceed 391,093,000 which shall
be the maximum amount available for grants to
States under section 23(g) of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act (the ‘‘Act’’), which
grants shall be no less than 50 percent of the
costs of State occupational safety and health
programs required to be incurred under plans
approved by the Secretary of Labor under sec-
tion 18 of the Act; and, in addition, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration may retain up to
$750,000 per fiscal year of training institute
course tuition fees, otherwise authorized by law
to be collected, and may utilize such sums for
occupational safety and health training and
education grants: Provided, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, the Secretary is author-
ized, during the fiscal year ending September 30,
2008, to collect and retain fees for services pro-
vided to Nationally Recognized Testing Labora-
tories, and may utilize such sums, in accordance
with the provisions of 29 U.S.C. 9a, to admin-
ister national and international laboratory rec-
ognition programs that ensure the safety of
equipment and products used by workers in the
workplace: Provided further, That none of the
funds appropriated under this paragraph shall
be obligated or expended to prescribe, issue, ad-
minister, or enforce any standard, rule, regula-
tion, or order under the Act which is applicable
to any person who is engaged in a farming oper-
ation which does not maintain a temporary
labor camp and employs 10 or fewer employees:
Provided further, That no funds appropriated
under this paragraph shall be obligated or ex-
pended to administer or enforce any standard,
rule, regulation, or order under the Act with re-
spect to any employer of 10 or fewer employees
who is included within a category having a
Days Away, Restricted, or Transferred (DART)
occupational injury and illness rate, at the most
precise industrial classification code for which
such data are published, less than the national
average rate as such rates are most recently
published by the Secretary, acting through the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, in accordance with
section 24 of the Act, except—

(1) to provide, as authorized by the Act, con-
sultation, technical assistance, educational and
training services, and to conduct surveys and
studies;

(2) to conduct an inspection or investigation
in response to an employee complaint, to issue a
citation for violations found during such inspec-
tion, and to assess a penalty for wviolations
which are not corrected within a reasonable
abatement period and for any willful violations
found;

(3) to take any action authorized by the Act
with respect to imminent dangers;

(4) to take any action authoriced by the Act
with respect to health hazards;

(5) to take any action authorized by the Act
with respect to a report of an employment acci-
dent which is fatal to one or more employees or
which results in hospitalization of two or more
employees, and to take any action pursuant to
such investigation authorized by the Act; and

(6) to take any action authorized by the Act
with respect to complaints of discrimination
against employees for exercising rights under
the Act:

Provided further, That the foregoing proviso
shall not apply to any person who is engaged in
a farming operation which does not maintain a
temporary labor camp and employs 10 or fewer
employees: Provided further, That $10,116,000
shall be available for Susan Harwood training
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grants, of which $3,200,000 shall be used for the
Institutional Competency Building training
grants which commenced in September 2000, for
program activities for the period of October 1,
2007 to September 30, 2008, provided that a
grantee has demonstrated satisfactory perform-
ance: Provided further, That such grants shall
be awarded not later than 30 days after the date
of enactment of this Act: Provided further, That
the Secretary shall provide a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate with timetables for
the development and issuance of occupational
safety and health standards on beryllium, silica,
cranes and derricks, confined space entry in
construction, and hazard communication global
harmonization; such timetables shall include ac-
tual or estimated dates for: the publication of an
advance notice of proposed rulemaking, the
commencement and completion of a Small Busi-
ness Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act re-
view (if required), the completion of any peer re-
view (if required), the submission of the draft
proposed rule to the Office of Management and
Budget for review under Executive Order No.
12866 (if required), the publication of a proposed
rule, the conduct of public hearings, the submis-
sion of a draft final rule to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget for review under Executive
Order No. 12866 (if required), and the issuance
of a final rule; and such report shall be sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
within 90 days of the enactment of this Act,
with updates provided every 90 days thereafter
that shall include an explanation of the reasons
for any delays in meeting the projected time-
tables for action.

MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Mine Safety
and Health Administration, $339,893,000, includ-
ing purchase and bestowal of certificates and
trophies in connection with mine rescue and
first-aid work, and the hire of passenger motor
vehicles, including up to $2,000,000 for mine res-
cue and recovery activities, $2,200,000 for an
award to the United Mine Workers of America,
for classroom and simulated rescue training for
mine rescue teams, and $1,215,000 for an award
to the Wheeling Jesuit University, for the Na-
tional Technology Transfer Center for a coal
slurry impoundment project; in addition, not to
exceed $750,000 may be collected by the National
Mine Health and Safety Academy for room,
board, tuition, and the sale of training mate-
rials, otherwise authoriced by law to be col-
lected, to be awvailable for mine safety and
health education and training activities, not-
withstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302; and, in addition,
the Mine Safety and Health Administration may
retain up to $1,000,000 from fees collected for the
approval and certification of equipment, mate-
rials, and explosives for use in mines, and may
utilize such sums for such activities; the Sec-
retary of Labor is authorized to accept lands,
buildings, equipment, and other contributions
from public and private sources and to prosecute
projects in cooperation with other agencies,
Federal, State, or private; the Mine Safety and
Health Administration is authorized to promote
health and safety education and training in the
mining community through cooperative pro-
grams with States, industry, and safety associa-
tions; the Secretary is authorized to recognize
the Joseph A. Holmes Safety Association as a
principal safety association and, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, may pro-
vide funds and, with or without reimbursement,
personnel, including service of Mine Safety and
Health Administration officials as officers in
local chapters or in the national organization;
and any funds available to the Department may
be used, with the approval of the Secretary, to
provide for the costs of mine rescue and survival
operations in the event of a major disaster.
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BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses for the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, including advances or reim-
bursements to State, Federal, and local agencies
and their employees for services rendered,
$488,804,000, together with not to exceed
$78,000,000, which may be expended from the
Employment Security Administration Account in
the Unemployment Trust Fund, of which
$5,000,000 may be used to fund the mass layoff
statistics program under section 15 of the Wag-
ner-Peyser Act: Provided, That the Current Em-
ployment Survey shall maintain the content of
the survey issued prior to June 2005 with respect
to the collection of data for the women worker
series.

OFFICE OF DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT POLICY

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Office of Dis-
ability Employment Policy to provide leadership,
develop policy and initiatives, and award grants
furthering the objective of eliminating barriers
to the training and employment of people with
disabilities, $27,712,000.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mnecessary expenses for Departmental
Management, including the hire of three sedans,
and including the management or operation,
through contracts, grants or other arrangements
of Departmental activities conducted by or
through the Bureau of International Labor Af-
fairs, including bilateral and multilateral tech-
nical assistance and other international labor
activities, $304,856,000, of which $82,516,000 is
for the Bureau of International Labor Affairs
(including $5,000,000 to implement model pro-
grams to address worker rights issues through
technical assistance in countries with which the
United States has trade preference programs),
and of which $20,000,000 is for the acquisition of
Departmental information technology, architec-
ture, infrastructure, equipment, software and
related needs, which will be allocated by the De-
partment’s Chief Information Officer in accord-
ance with the Department’s capital investment
management process to assure a sound invest-
ment strategy; together with mnot to exceed
$318,000, which may be expended from the Em-
ployment Security Administration Account in
the Unemployment Trust Fund.

OFFICE OF JOB CORPS

To carry out subtitle C of title I of the Work-
force Imvestment Act of 1998, including Federal
administrative expenses, the purchase and hire
of passenger motor vehicles, the construction,
alteration and repairs of buildings and other fa-
cilities, and the purchase of real property for
training centers as authorized by the Workforce
Investment Act; $1,650,516,000, plus reimburse-
ments, as follows:

(1) $1,507,684,000 for Job Corps Operations, of
which $916,684,000 is available for obligation for
the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009
and of which $591,000,000 is available for obliga-
tion for the period October 1, 2008 through June
30, 2009;

(2) $113,960,000 for construction, rehabilitation
and acquisition of Job Corps Centers, of which
313,960,000 is available for the period July 1,
2008 through June 30, 2011 and $100,000,000 is
available for the period October 1, 2008 through
June 30, 2011; and

(3) 328,872,000 for mecessary expenses of the

Office of Job Corps is available for obligation for
the period October 1, 2007 through September 30,
2008:
Provided, That the Office of Job Corps shall
have contracting authority: Provided further,
That no funds from any other appropriation
shall be used to provide meal services at or for
Job Corps centers: Provided further, That none
of the funds made available in this Act shall be
used to reduce Job Corps total student training
slots below 44,791 in program year 2008.
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VETERANS EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

Not to exceed $197,143,000 may be derived from
the Employment Security Administration Ac-
count in the Unemployment Trust Fund to carry
out the provisions of sections 4100—4113, 4211-
4215, and 4321-4327 of title 38, United States
Code, and Public Law 103-353, and which shall
be available for obligation by the States through
December 31, 2008, of which $1,967,000 is for the
National Veterans’ Employment and Training
Services Institute. To carry out the Homeless
Veterans Reintegration Programs under section
5(a)(1) of the Homeless Veterans Comprehensive
Assistance Act of 2001 and the Veterans Work-
force Imvestment Programs under section 168 of
the Workforce Investment Act, $31,055,000, of
which $7,435,000 shall be available for obligation
for the period July 1, 2008, through June 30,
2009.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For salaries and expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978, $72,929,000,
together with mot to exceed $5,729,000, which
may be expended from the Employment Security
Administration Account in the Unemployment
Trust Fund.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act for the Job Corps shall be used to pay
the salary of an individual, either as direct costs
or any proration as an indirect cost, at a rate in
excess of Executive Level I.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 102. Not to exceed 1 percent of any discre-
tionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985)
which are appropriated for the current fiscal
year for the Department of Labor in this Act
may be transferred between a program, project,
or activity, but no such program, project, or ac-
tivity shall be increased by more than 3 percent
by any such transfer: Provided, That the trans-
fer authority granted by this section shall be
available only to meet emergency needs and
shall not be used to create any new program or
to fund any project or activity for which no
funds are provided in this Act: Provided further,
That the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate are no-
tified at least 15 days in advance of any trans-
fer.

SEC. 103. In accordance with Executive Order
No. 13126, none of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available pursuant to this Act
shall be obligated or expended for the procure-
ment of goods mined, produced, manufactured,
or harvested or services rendered, whole or in
part, by forced or indentured child labor in in-
dustries and host countries already identified by
the United States Department of Labor prior to
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 104. After September 30, 2007, the Sec-
retary of Labor shall issue a monthly transit
subsidy of not less than the full amount (of not
less than $110) that each of its employees of the
National Capital Region is eligible to receive.

SEC. 105. None of the funds appropriated in
this title for grants under section 171 of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 may be obli-
gated prior to the preparation and submission of
a report by the Secretary of Labor to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate detailing the
planned uses of such funds.

SEC. 106. There is authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be nmecessary to the
Denali Commission through the Department of
Labor to conduct job training of the local work-
force where Denali Commission projects will be
constructed.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available to
the Department of Labor for grants under sec-
tion 414(c) of the American Competitiveness and
Workforce Improvement Act of 1998 may be used
for any purpose other than training in the occu-
pations and industries for which employers are
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using H-1B visas to hire foreign workers, and
the related activities mecessary to support such
training: Provided, That the preceding limita-
tion shall not apply to grants awarded under
section 107 of this title and to multi-year grants
awarded in response to competitive solicitations
issued prior to April 15, 2007.

SEC. 108. None of the funds available in this
Act or available to the Secretary of Labor from
other sources for Community-Based Job Train-
ing grants and grants authorized under section
414(c) of the American Competitiveness and
Workforce Improvement Act of 1998 shall be obli-
gated for a grant awarded on a non-competitive
basis.

SEC. 109. The Secretary of Labor shall take no
action to amend, through regulatory or adminis-
tration action, the definition established in 20
CFR 667.220 for functions and activities under
title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998,
or to modify, through regulatory or administra-
tive action, the procedure for redesignation of
local areas as specified in subtitle B of title I of
that Act (including applying the standards
specified in section 116(a)(3)(B) of that Act, but
notwithstanding the time limits specified in sec-
tion 116(a)(3)(B) of that Act), until such time as
legislation reauthoricing the Act is enacted.
Nothing in the preceding sentence shall permit
or require the Secretary of Labor to withdraw
approval for such redesignation from a State
that received the approval not later than Octo-
ber 12, 2005, or to revise action taken or modify
the redesignation procedure being used by the
Secretary in order to complete such redesigna-
tion for a State that initiated the process of
such redesignation by submitting any request
for such redesignation not later than October
26, 2005.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in
this or any other Act shall be available to final-
ize or implement any proposed regulation under
the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, Wagner-
Peyser Act of 1933, or the Trade Adjustment As-
sistance Reform Act of 2002 until such time as
legislation reauthorizing the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998 and the Trade Adjustment As-
sistance Reform Act of 2002 is enacted.

SEC. 111. (a) On or before November 30, 2007,
the Secretary of Labor shall, pursuant to section
6 of the Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970, promulgate a final occupational safety
and health standard concerning employer pay-
ment for personal protective equipment. The
final standard shall provide no less protection to
employees and shall have no further exceptions
from the employer payment requirement than
the proposed rule published in the Federal Reg-
ister on March 31, 1999 (64 Fed. Reg. 15402).

(b) In the event that such standard is not pro-
mulgated by the date required, the proposed
standard on employer payment for personal pro-
tective equipment published in the Federal Reg-
ister on March 31, 1999 (64 Fed. Reg. 15402) shall
become effective as if such standard had been
promulgated as a final standard by the Sec-
retary of Labor.

SEC. 112. None of the funds available in this
Act may be used to carry out a public-private
competition or direct conversion under Office of
Management and Budget Circular A-76 or any
successor administrative regulation, directive or
policy until 60 days after the Government Ac-
countability Office provides a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate on the use of com-
petitive sourcing at the Department of Labor.

SEC. 113. (a) Not later than June 20, 2008, the
Secretary of Labor shall propose regulations
pursuant to section 303(y) of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977, consistent with
the recommendations of the Technical Study
Panel established pursuant to section 11 of the
Mine Improvement and New Emergency Re-
sponse (MINER) Act (Public Law 109-236), to re-
quire that in any coal mine, regardless of the
date on which it was opened, belt haulage en-
tries not be used to ventilate active working
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places without prior approval from the Assistant
Secretary. Further, a mine ventilation plan in-
corporating the use of air coursed through belt
haulage entries to wventilate active working
places shall not be approved until the Assistant
Secretary has reviewed the elements of the plan
related to the use of belt air and determined
that the plan at all times affords at least the
same measure of protection where belt haulage
entries are not used to ventilate working places.
The Secretary shall finalize the regulations not
later than December 31, 2008.

(b) Not later than June 15, 2008, the Secretary
of Labor shall propose regulations pursuant to
section 315 of the Federal Coal Mine Health and
Safety Act of 1969, consistent with the rec-
ommendations of the National Institute for Oc-
cupational Safety and Health pursuant to sec-
tion 13 of the MINER Act (Public Law 109-236),
requiring rescue chambers, or facilities that af-
ford at least the same measure of protection, in
underground coal mines. The Secretary shall fi-
nalize the regulations not later than December
31, 2008.

SEC. 114. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act under the heading ‘‘Employment and
Training Administration’ shall be used by a re-
cipient or subrecipient of such funds to pay the
salary and bonuses of an individual, either as
direct costs or indirect costs, at a rate in excess
of Executive Level II. This limitation shall not
apply to vendors providing goods and services as
defined in OMB Circular A-133. Where States
are recipients of such funds, States may estab-
lish a lower limit for salaries and bonuses of
those receiving salaries and bonuses from sub-
recipients of such funds, taking into account
factors including the relative cost-of-living in
the State, the compensation levels for com-
parable State or local government employees,
and the sice of the organizations that admin-
ister Federal programs involved including Em-
ployment and Training Administration pro-
grams.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Department of
Labor Appropriations Act, 2008”°.

TITLE 11
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES
HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION
HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES

For carrying out titles II, 111, IV, VII, VIII,
X, XII, XIX, and XXVI of the Public Health
Service Act, section 427(a) of the Federal Coal
Mine Health and Safety Act, title V and sec-
tions 1128E, and 711, and 1820 of the Social Se-
curity Act, the Health Care Quality Improve-
ment Act of 1986, the Native Hawaiian Health
Care Act of 1988, the Cardiac Arrest Survival
Act of 2000, and section 712 of the American Jobs
Creation Act of 2004, $7,235,468,000, of which
$317,684,000 shall be available for construction
and renovation (including equipment) of health
care and other facilities and other health-re-
lated activities as specified in the statement of
the managers on the conference report accom-
panying this Act, and of which $38,538,000 from
general revenues, mnotwithstanding section
1820(5) of the Social Security Act, shall be avail-
able for carrying out the Medicare rural hos-
pital flexibility grants program under such sec-
tion: Provided, That of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, $160,000 shall be avail-
able until expended for facilities renovations at
the Gillis W. Long Hansen’s Disease Center:
Provided further, That 340,000,000 of the fund-
ing provided for community health centers shall
be for base grant adjustments for existing health
centers: Provided further, That in addition to
fees authorized by section 427(b) of the Health
Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986, fees shall
be collected for the full disclosure of information
under the Act sufficient to recover the full costs
of operating the National Practitioner Data
Bank, and shall remain available until ex-
pended to carry out that Act: Provided further,
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That fees collected for the full disclosure of in-
formation under the ‘‘Health Care Fraud and
Abuse Data Collection Program’, authorized by
section 1128E(d)(2) of the Social Security Act,
shall be sufficient to recover the full costs of op-
erating the program, and shall remain available
until expended to carry out that Act: Provided
further, That no more than $40,000 is available
until expended for carrying out the provisions of
42 U.S.C. 233(0) including associated adminis-
trative expenses and relevant evaluations: Pro-
vided further, That no more than $44,055,000 is
available until expended for carrying out the
provisions of Public Law 104-73 and for ex-
penses incurred by the Department of Health
and Human Services pertaining to administra-
tive claims made under such law: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under
this heading, $310,910,000 shall be for the pro-
gram under title X of the Public Health Service
Act to provide for voluntary family planning
projects: Provided further, That amounts pro-
vided to said projects under such title shall not
be expended for abortions, that all pregnancy
counseling shall be nondirective, and that such
amounts shall not be expended for any activity
(including the publication or distribution of lit-
erature) that in any way tends to promote pub-
lic support or opposition to any legislative pro-
posal or candidate for public office: Provided
further, That of the funds available under this
heading, $1,868,809,000 shall remain available to
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
through September 30, 2010, for parts A and B of
title XXVI of the Public Health Service Act:
Provided further, That within the amounts pro-
vided for part A of title XXVI of the Public
Health Service Act, $9,377,000 is available to the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
through September 30, 2010, and shall be made
available to qualifying jurisdictions within 45
days of enactment, for increasing supplemental
grants for fiscal year 2008 to metropolitan areas
that received grant funding in fiscal year 2007
under subpart I of part A of title XXVI of the
Public Health Service Act to ensure that an
area’s total funding under subpart I of part A
for fiscal year 2007, together with the amount of
this additional funding, is not less than 91.6
percent of the amount of such area’s total fund-
ing under part A for fiscal year 2006, and to
transitional areas that received grant funding
in fiscal year 2007 under subpart II of part A of
title XXVI of the Public Health Service Act to
ensure that an area’s total funding under sub-
part II of part A for fiscal year 2007, together
with the amount of this additional funding, is
not less than 86.6 percent of the amount of such
area’s total funding under part A for fiscal year
2006: Provided further, That, notwithstanding
section 2603(c)(1) of the Public Health Service
Act, the additional funding to areas under the
immediately preceding proviso, which may be
used for costs incurred during fiscal year 2007,
shall be available to the area for obligation from
the date of the award through the end of the
grant year for the award: Provided further,
That $822,570,000 shall be for State AIDS Drug
Assistance Programs authorized by section 2616
of the Public Health Service Act: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to amounts provided
herein, $25,000,000 shall be available from
amounts available under section 241 of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to carry out Parts A, B,
C, and D of title XXVI of the Public Health
Service Act to fund section 2691 Special Projects
of National Significance: Provided further,
That, notwithstanding section 502(a)(1) and
502(b)(1) of the Social Security Act, not to ex-
ceed $103,666,000 is available for carrying out
special projects of regional and national signifi-
cance pursuant to section 501(a)(2) of such Act
and 810,586,000 is available for projects de-
scribed in paragraphs (A) through (F) of section
501(a)(3) of such Act: Provided further, That of
the funds provided, $39,283,000 shall be provided
to the Denali Commission as a direct lump pay-
ment pursuant to Public Law 106-113: Provided
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further, That of the funds provided, $25,000,000
shall be provided for the Delta Health Initiative
as authorized in section 219 of this Act and as-
sociated administrative exrpenses: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding section 747(e)(2) of
the PHS Act, not less than $5,000,000 shall be for
general dentistry programs, mnot less than
35,000,000 shall be for pediatric dentistry pro-
grams and not less than $24,614,000 shall be for
family medicine programs: Provided further,
That of the funds available under this heading,
312,000,000 shall be provided for the National
Cord Blood Inventory pursuant to the Stem Cell
Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005.
HEALTH EDUCATION ASSISTANCE LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

Such sums as may be necessary to carry out
the purpose of the program, as authorized by
title VII of the Public Health Service Act. For
administrative expenses to carry out the guar-
anteed loan program, including section 709 of
the Public Health Service Act, $2,906,000.
VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION PROGRAM TRUST

FUND

For payments from the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program Trust Fund, such sums as
may be necessary for claims associated with vac-
cine-related injury or death with respect to vac-
cines administered after September 30, 1988, pur-
suant to subtitle 2 of title XXI of the Public
Health Service Act, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That for necessary adminis-
trative expenses, not to exceed $6,000,000 shall
be available from the Trust Fund to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND
PREVENTION

DISEASE CONTROL, RESEARCH, AND TRAINING

To carry out titles II, I1I, VII, XI, XV, XVII,
XIX, XXI, and XXVI of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act, sections 101, 102, 103, 201, 202, 203, 301,
501, and 514 of the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Act of 1977, section 13 of the Mine Im-
provement and New Emergency Response Act of
2006, sections 20, 21, and 22 of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970, title IV of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, section 501 of
the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980,
and for expenses necessary to support activities
related to countering potential biological, dis-
ease, nuclear, radiological, and chemical threats
to civilian populations; including purchase and
insurance of official motor vehicles in foreign
countries; and purchase, hire, maintenance, and
operation of aircraft, $6,288,289,000, of which
$147,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for equipment, construction and renova-
tion of facilities; of which $568,803,000 shall re-
main available until expended for the Strategic
National Stockpile; of which 352,500,000 shall be
available until expended to provide screening
and treatment for first response emergency serv-
ices personnel, residents, students, and others
related to the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks on the World Trade Center; and of which
$121,541,000 for international HIV/AIDS shall re-
main available until September 30, 2009. In addi-
tion, such sums as may be derived from author-
ized user fees, which shall be credited to this ac-
count: Provided, That in addition to amounts
provided herein, the following amounts shall be
available from amounts available under section
241 of the Public Health Service Act: (1)
312,794,000 to carry out the National Immuniza-
tion Surveys; (2) $116,550,000 to carry out the
National Center for Health Statistics surveys;
(3) $24,751,000 to carry out information systems
standards development and architecture and ap-
plications-based research used at local public
health levels; (4) 344,523,000 for Health Mar-
keting; (5) $31,000,000 to carry out Public Health
Research; and (6) $97,404,000 to carry out re-
search activities within the National Occupa-
tional Research Agenda: Provided further, That
none of the funds made available for injury pre-
vention and control at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention may be used, in whole
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or in part, to advocate or promote gun control:
Provided further, That up to $31,800,000 shall be
made available until expended for Individual
Learning Accounts for full-time equivalent em-
ployees of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention: Provided further, That the Director
may redirect the total amount made available
under authority of Public Law 101-502, section
3, dated November 3, 1990, to activities the Di-
rector may so designate: Provided further, That
the Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate are to be noti-
fied promptly of any such transfer: Provided
further, That not to exceed 319,414,000 may be
available for making grants under section 1509
of the Public Health Service Act to not less than
15 States, tribes, or tribal organizations: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any other
provision of law, a single contract or related
contracts for development and construction of
facilities may be employed which collectively in-
clude the full scope of the project: Provided fur-
ther, That the solicitation and contract shall
contain the clause “‘availability of funds’’ found
at 48 CFR 52.232-18: Provided further, That of
the funds appropriated, $10,000 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses when spe-
cifically approved by the Director of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention: Provided
further, That employees of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention or the Public
Health Service, both civilian and Commissioned
Officers, detailed to States, municipalities, or
other organizations under authority of section
214 of the Public Health Service Act, or in over-
seas assignments, shall be treated as non-Fed-
eral employees for reporting purposes only and
shall not be included within any personnel ceil-
ing applicable to the Agency, Service, or the De-
partment of Health and Human Services during
the period of detail or assignment: Provided fur-
ther, That out of funds made available under
this heading for domestic HIV/AIDS testing, up
to $30,000,000 shall be for States eligible under
section 2625 of the Public Health Service Act as
of December 31, 2007 and shall be distributed by
March 31, 2008 based on standard criteria relat-
ing to a State’s epidemiological profile, and of
which not more than $1,000,000 may be made
available to any one State, and any amounts
that have not been obligated by March 31, 2008
shall be used to make grants authorized by
other provisions of the Public Health Service Act
to States and local public health departments
for HIV prevention activities.
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
cancer, $4,925,740,000, of which up to $8,000,000
may be used for facilities repairs and improve-
ments at the NCI-Frederick Federally Funded
Research and Development Center in Frederick,
Maryland.

NATIONAL HEART, LUNG, AND BLOOD INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
cardiovascular, lung, and blood diseases, and
blood and blood products, $3,001,691,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DENTAL AND
CRANIOFACIAL RESEARCH

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
dental disease, $399,867,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DIABETES AND DIGESTIVE

AND KIDNEY DISEASES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to di-
abetes and digestive and kidney disease,
31,753,037,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NEUROLOGICAL
DISORDERS AND STROKE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
neurological disorders and stroke, $1,578,210,000.
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND
INFECTIOUS DISEASES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to al-
lergy and infectious diseases, $4,682,585,000:
Provided, That $300,000,000 may be made avail-
able to International Assistance Programs
“Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and
Tuberculosis’’, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That such sums obli-
gated in fiscal years 2003 through 2007 for extra-
mural facilities construction projects are to re-
main available until expended for disbursement,
with prior notification of such projects to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GENERAL MEDICAL
SCIENCES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
general medical sciences, $1,984,879,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH AND
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
child health  and human development,
31,286,379,000.

NATIONAL EYE INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to eye
diseases and visual disorders, $684,126,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

SCIENCES

For carrying out sections 301 and 311 and title
IV of the Public Health Service Act with respect
to environmental health sciences, $658,258,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
aging, $1,076,389,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ARTHRITIS AND
MUSCULOSKELETAL AND SKIN DISEASES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to ar-
thritis and musculoskeletal and skin diseases,
3521,459,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DEAFNESS AND OTHER

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
deafness and other communication disorders,
3403,958,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NURSING RESEARCH

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
nursing research, $140,900,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON ALCOHOL ABUSE AND

ALCOHOLISM

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to al-
cohol abuse and alcoholism, $447,245,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
drug abuse, $1,025,839,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
mental health, $1,440,557,000.

NATIONAL HUMAN GENOME RESEARCH INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
human genome research, $498,748,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF BIOMEDICAL IMAGING

AND BIOENGINEERING

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
biomedical imaging and bioengineering research,
3305,884,000.

NATIONAL CENTER FOR RESEARCH RESOURCES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to re-
search resources and general research support
grants, $1,182,015,000.
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR COMPLEMENTARY AND
ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
complementary and alternative  medicine,
$124,647,000.
NATIONAL CENTER ON MINORITY HEALTH AND
HEALTH DISPARITIES
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to mi-
nority health and health disparities research,
$204,542,000.
JOHN E. FOGARTY INTERNATIONAL CENTER
For carrying out the activities of the John E.
Fogarty International Center (described in sub-
part 2 of part E of title IV of the Public Health
Service Act), $68,216,000.
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the Public Health Service Act with respect to
health information communications,
$329,039,000, of which $4,000,000 shall be avail-
able until expended for improvement of informa-
tion systems: Provided, That in fiscal year 2008,
the National Library of Medicine may enter into
personal services contracts for the provision of
services in facilities owned, operated, or con-
structed under the jurisdiction of the National
Institutes of Health: Provided further, That in
addition to amounts provided herein, $8,200,000
shall be available from amounts available under
section 241 of the Public Health Service Act to
carry out the purposes of the National Informa-
tion Center on Health Services Research and
Health Care Technology established under sec-
tion 478A of the Public Health Service Act and
related health services.
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
For carrying out the responsibilities of the Of-
fice of the Director, National Institutes of
Health, $1,145,790,000, of which up to 325,000,000
shall be used to carry out section 215 of this Act:
Provided, That funding shall be available for
the purchase of not to exceed 29 passenger motor
vehicles for replacement only: Provided further,
That the National Institutes of Health is au-
thorized to collect third party payments for the
cost of clinical services that are incurred in Na-
tional Institutes of Health research facilities
and that such payments shall be credited to the
National Institutes of Health Management
Fund: Provided further, That all funds credited
to such Fund shall remain available for one fis-
cal year after the fiscal year in which they are
deposited: Provided further, That no more than
$500,000 shall be available to carry out section
499 of the Public Health Service Act: Provided
further, That $110,900,000 shall be available for
continuation of the National Children’s Study:
Provided further, That $531,300,000 shall be
available for the Common Fund established
under section 402A(c)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act: Provided further, That of the funds
provided $10,000 shall be for official reception
and representation expenses when specifically
approved by the Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health: Provided further, That the Of-
fice of AIDS Research within the Office of the
Director of the National Institutes of Health
may spend up to $4,000,000 to make grants for
construction or renovation of facilities as pro-
vided for in section 2354(a)(5)(B) of the Public
Health Service Act.
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
For the study of, construction of, renovation
of, and acquisition of equipment for, facilities of
or used by the National Institutes of Health, in-
cluding the acquisition of real property,
$130,000,000, to remain available until expended.
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
For carrying out titles V and XIX of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (‘“PHS Act’’) with respect
to substance abuse and mental health services,
the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals
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with Mental Illness Act, and section 301 of the
PHS Act with respect to program management,
$3,290,848,000, of which $19,644,000 shall be
available for the projects and in the amounts
specified in the statement of the managers on
the conference report accompanying this Act:
Provided, That notwithstanding section
520A(f)(2) of the PHS Act, no funds appro-
priated for carrying out section 520A are avail-
able for carrying out section 1971 of the PHS
Act: Provided further, That in addition to
amounts provided herein, the following amounts
shall be available under section 241 of the PHS
Act: (1) 379,200,000 to carry out subpart II of
part B of title XIX of the PHS Act to fund sec-
tion 1935(b) technical assistance, national data,
data collection and evaluation activities, and
further that the total available under this Act
for section 1935(b) activities shall not exceed 5
percent of the amounts appropriated for subpart
II of part B of title XIX; (2) $21,413,000 to carry
out subpart I of part B of title XIX of the PHS
Act to fund section 1920(b) technical assistance,
national data, data collection and evaluation
activities, and further that the total available
under this Act for section 1920(b) activities shall
not exceed 5 percent of the amounts appro-
priated for subpart I of part B of title XIX; (3)
$19,750,000 to carry out national surveys on
drug abuse; and (4) $4,300,000 to evaluate sub-
stance abuse treatment programs: Provided fur-
ther, That section 520E(b)(2) of the Public
Health Service Act shall not apply to funds ap-
propriated under this Act for fiscal year 2008.
AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND
QUALITY
HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALITY

For carrying out titles I1I and IX of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act, and part A of title XI of
the Social Security Act, amounts received from
Freedom of Information Act fees, reimbursable
and interagency agreements, and the sale of
data shall be credited to this appropriation and
shall remain available until expended: Provided,
That the amount made available pursuant to
section 937(c) of the Public Health Service Act
shall not exceed $334,564,000.

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES
GRANTS TO STATES FOR MEDICAID

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles XI and XIX of the Social Security
Act, $141,628,056,000, to remain available until
exrpended.

For making, after May 31, 2008, payments to
States under title XIX of the Social Security Act
for the last quarter of fiscal year 2008 for unan-
ticipated costs, incurred for the current fiscal
year, such sums as may be necessary.

For making payments to States or in the case
of section 1928 on behalf of States under title
XIX of the Social Security Act for the first quar-
ter of fiscal year 2009, $67,292,669,000, to remain
available until expended.

Payment under title XIX may be made for any
quarter with respect to a State plan or plan
amendment in effect during such quarter, if sub-
mitted in or prior to such quarter and approved
in that or any subsequent quarter.

PAYMENTS TO HEALTH CARE TRUST FUNDS

For payment to the Federal Hospital Insur-
ance and the Federal Supplementary Medical
Insurance Trust Funds, as provided under sec-
tion 1844 and 1860D-16 of the Social Security
Act, sections 103(c) and 111(d) of the Social Se-
curity Amendments of 1965, section 278(d) of
Public Law 97-248, and for administrative ex-
penses incurred pursuant to section 201(g) of the
Social Security Act, $188,828,000,000.

In addition, for making matching payments
under section 1844, and benefit payments under
section 1860D-16 of the Social Security Act, not
anticipated in budget estimates, such sums as
may be necessary.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles XI, XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the So-
cial Security Act, titles XIII and XXVII of the
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Public Health Service Act, and the Clinical Lab-
oratory Improvement Amendments of 1988, not
to exceed $3,276,502,000, to be transferred from
the Federal Hospital Insurance and the Federal
Supplementary Medical Insurance Trust Funds,
as authorized by section 201(g) of the Social Se-
curity Act; together with all funds collected in
accordance with section 353 of the Public Health
Service Act and section 1857(e)(2) of the Social
Security Act, funds retained by the Secretary
pursuant to section 302 of the Tax Relief and
Health Care Act of 2006; and such sums as may
be collected from authorized user fees and the
sale of data, which shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That all funds derived in
accordance with 31 U.S.C. 9701 from organiza-
tions established under title XIII of the Public
Health Service Act shall be credited to and
available for carrying out the purposes of this
appropriation: Provided further, That
$49,869,000, to remain available until September
30, 2009, is for contract costs for the Healthcare
Integrated General Ledger Accounting System:
Provided further, That $193,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2009, is for CMS
Medicare contracting reform activities: Provided
further, That funds appropriated under this
heading are available for the Healthy Start,
Grow Smart program under which the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services may, di-
rectly or through grants, contracts, or coopera-
tive agreements, produce and distribute informa-
tional materials including, but not limited to,
pamphlets and brochures on infant and toddler
health care to expectant parents enrolled in the
Medicaid program and to parents and guardians
enrolled in such program with infants and chil-
dren: Provided further, That the Secretary of
Health and Human Services is directed to collect
fees in fiscal year 2008 from Medicare Advan-
tage organizations pursuant to section 1857(e)(2)
of the Social Security Act and from eligible or-
ganizations with risk-sharing contracts under
section 1876 of that Act pursuant to section
1876(k)(4)(D) of that Act: Provided further, That
$5,140,000 shall be available for the projects and
in the amounts specified in the statement of the
managers on the conference report accom-
panying this Act.
HEALTH CARE FRAUD ABUSE AND CONTROL
ACCOUNT

In addition to amounts otherwise available for
program integrity and program management,
$383,000,000, to be available until expended, to
be transferred from the Federal Hospital Insur-
ance and the Federal Supplementary Insurance
Trust Funds, as authorized by section 201(g) of
the Social Security Act, of which $249,620,000 is
for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices for carrying out program integrity activities
with respect to title XVIII of such Act, includ-
ing activities authorized under the Medicare In-
tegrity Program under section 1893 of such Act;
of which $35,000,000 is for the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services for carrying out
Medicaid IPIA Compliance with respect to titles
XIX and XXI of such Act; and of which, for
carrying out fraud and abuse control activities
authoriced by section 1817(k)(3) of such Act,
$36,690,000 is for the Department of Justice;
336,690,000 is for the Department of Health and
Human Services Office of the Inspector General,
and 325,000,000 is for the Department of Health
and Human Services: Provided, That the report
required by section 1817(k)(5) of such Act for fis-
cal year 2008 shall include measures of the oper-
ational efficiency and impact on fraud, waste
and abuse in the Medicare and Medicaid pro-
grams of the funds provided by this appropria-
tion.

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR CHILD SUPPORT
ENFORCEMENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS

For making payments to States or other non-
Federal entities under titles I, IV-D, X, XI,
XIV, and XVI of the Social Security Act and the
Act of July 5, 1960 (24 U.S.C. chapter 9),
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32,949,713,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; and for such purposes for the first
quarter of fiscal year 2009, $1,000,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

For making payments to each State for car-
rying out the program of Aid to Families with
Dependent Children under title IV-A of the So-
cial Security Act before the effective date of the
program of Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) with respect to such State,
such sums as may be necessary: Provided, That
the sum of the amounts available to a State with
respect to expenditures under such title IV-A in
fiscal year 1997 under this appropriation and
under such title IV-A as amended by the Per-
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 shall not exceed the
limitations under section 116(b) of such Act.

For making, after May 31 of the current fiscal
year, payments to States or other non-Federal
entities under titles I, IV-D, X, XI, XIV, and
XVI of the Social Security Act and the Act of
July 5, 1960 (24 U.S.C. chapter 9), for the last 3
months of the current fiscal year for unantici-
pated costs, incurred for the current fiscal year,
such sums as may be necessary.

LOW-INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE

For making payments under section 2604(a)-
(d) of the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Act  of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8623(a)-(d)),
$1,980,000,000.

For making payments under section 2604(e) of
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8623(e)), $431,585,000, notwith-
standing the designation requirement of section
2602(e) of such Act.

REFUGEE AND ENTRANT ASSISTANCE

For mecessary expenses for refugee and en-
trant assistance activities and for costs associ-
ated with the care and placement of unaccom-
panied alien children authorized by title IV of
the Immigration and Nationality Act and sec-
tion 501 of the Refugee Education Assistance
Act of 1980, for carrying out section 462 of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002, and for carrying
out the Torture Victims Relief Act of 1998,
$652,394,000, of which up to 39,814,000 shall be
available to carry out the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000: Provided, That funds ap-
propriated under this heading pursuant to sec-
tion 414(a) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act and section 462 of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 for fiscal year 2008 shall be available
for the costs of assistance provided and other
activities to remain available through September
30, 2010.

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR THE CHILD CARE AND

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

For carrying out the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 1990, $2,094,581,000
shall be used to supplement, not supplant State
general revenue funds for child care assistance
for low-income  families: Provided, That
318,777,370 shall be available for child care re-
source and referral and school-aged child care
activities, of which $982,080 shall be for the
Child Care Aware toll-free hotline: Provided
further, That, in addition to the amounts re-
quired to be reserved by the States under section
658G, $267,785,718 shall be reserved by the States
for activities authorized under section 658G, of
which $98,208,000 shall be for activities that im-
prove the quality of infant and toddler care:
Provided further, That $9,821,000 shall be for
use by the Secretary for child care research,
demonstration, and evaluation activities.

In addition, $5,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2009, shall be for carrying
out the small business child care grant program
under section 8303 of the U.S. Troop Readiness,
Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Ac-
countability Appropriations Act, 2007.

SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT

For making grants to States pursuant to sec-
tion 2002 of the Social Security Act,
3$1,700,000,000: Provided, That motwithstanding
subparagraph (B) of section 404(d)(2) of such
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Act, the applicable percent specified under such
subparagraph for a State to carry out State pro-
grams pursuant to title XX of such Act shall be
10 percent.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVICES PROGRAMS

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act,
the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act, the Head Start Act, the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, sections
310 and 316 of the Family Violence Prevention
and Services Act, the Native American Programs
Act of 1974, title II of the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment and Adoption Reform Act of
1978 (adoption opportunities), sections 330F and
330G of the Public Health Service Act, the Aban-
doned Infants Assistance Act of 1988, sections
261 and 291 of the Help America Vote Act of
2002, part B(1) of title IV and sections 413, 1110,
and 1115 of the Social Security Act; for making
payments under the Community Services Block
Grant Act, sections 439(i), 473B, and 477(i) of
the Social Security Act, and the Assets for Inde-
pendence Act, and for necessary administrative
expenses to carry out such Acts and titles I, IV,
V, X, XI, XIV, XVI, and XX of the Social Secu-
rity Act, the Act of July 5, 1960 (24 U.S.C. chap-
ter 9), the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Act of 1981, title IV of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, section 501 of the Refugee Edu-
cation Assistance Act of 1980, and section 505 of
the Family Support Act of 1988, $9,220,695,000, of
which $4,400,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009, shall be for grants to States for
adoption incentive payments, as authorized by
section 4734 of the Social Security Act and may
be made for adoptions completed before Sep-
tember 30, 2008: Provided, That $7,042,196,000
shall be for making payments under the Head
Start Act, of which $1,388,800,000 shall become
available October 1, 2008, and remain available
through September 30, 2009: Provided further,
That $706,125,000 shall be for making payments
under the Community Services Block Grant Act:
Provided further, That not less than 38,000,000
shall be for section 680(3)(B) of the Community
Services Block Grant Act: Provided further,
That in addition to amounts provided herein,
$6,000,000 shall be available from amounts avail-
able under section 241 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to carry out the provisions of section
1110 of the Social Security Act: Provided fur-
ther, That to the extent Community Services
Block Grant funds are distributed as grant
funds by a State to an eligible entity as provided
under the Act, and have not been expended by
such entity, they shall remain with such entity
for carryover into the nmext fiscal year for ex-
penditure by such entity consistent with pro-
gram purposes: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall es-
tablish procedures regarding the disposition of
intangible property which permits grant funds,
or intangible assets acquired with funds author-
iced under section 680 of the Community Serv-
ices Block Grant Act to become the sole property
of such grantees after a period of not more than
12 years after the end of the grant for purposes
and uses consistent with the original grant: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated for sec-
tion 680(a)(2) of the Community Services Block
Grant Act shall be available for financing con-
struction and rehabilitation and loans or invest-
ments in private business enterprises owned by
community development corporations: Provided
further, That $53,625,000 is for a compassion
capital fund to provide grants to charitable or-
ganizations to emulate model social service pro-
grams and to encourage research on the best
practices of social service organizations: Pro-
vided further, That $18,820,000 shall be for ac-
tivities authorized by the Help America Vote Act
of 2002, of which $12,920,000 shall be for pay-
ments to States to promote access for voters with
disabilities, and of which $5,900,000 shall be for
payments to States for protection and advocacy
systems for voters with disabilities: Provided
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further, That $136,664,000 shall be for making
competitive grants to provide abstinence edu-
cation (as defined by section 510(b)(2) of the So-
cial Security Act) to adolescents, and for Fed-
eral costs of administering the grant: Provided
further, That grants under the immediately pre-
ceding proviso shall be made only to public and
private entities which agree that, with respect to
an adolescent to whom the entities provide ab-
stinence education under such grant, the enti-
ties will not provide to that adolescent any
other education regarding sexual conduct, ex-
cept that, in the case of an entity expressly re-
quired by law to provide health information or
services the adolescent shall not be precluded
from seeking health information or services from
the entity in a different setting than the setting
in which abstinence education was provided:
Provided further, That within amounts provided
herein for abstinence education for adolescents,
up to $10,000,000 may be available for a national
abstinence education campaign: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to amounts provided
herein for abstinence education for adolescents,
$4,500,000 shall be available from amounts avail-
able under section 241 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to carry out evaluations (including lon-
gitudinal evaluations) of adolescent pregnancy
prevention approaches: Provided further, That
up to $2,000,000 shall be for improving the Public
Assistance Reporting Information System, in-
cluding grants to States to support data collec-
tion for a study of the system’s effectiveness.
PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE FAMILIES

For carrying out section 436 of the Social Se-
curity Act, $345,000,000 and Section 437,
389,100,000

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR FOSTER CARE AND

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE

For making payments to States or other non-
Federal entities under title IV-E of the Social
Security Act, $5,067,000,000.

For making payments to States or other non-
Federal entities under title IV-E of the Act, for
the first quarter of fiscal year 2009,
31,776,000,000.

For making, after May 31 of the current fiscal
year, payments to States or other non-Federal
entities under section 474 of title IV-E, for the
last 3 months of the current fiscal year for un-
anticipated costs, incurred for the current fiscal
year, such sums as may be necessary.

ADMINISTRATION ON AGING
AGING SERVICES PROGRAMS

For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise
provided, the Older Americans Act of 1965 and
section 398 of the Public Health Service Act,
$1,446,651,000, of which $5,500,000 shall be avail-
able for activities regarding medication manage-
ment, screening, and education to prevent incor-
rect medication and adverse drug reactions.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary exrpenses, not otherwise pro-
vided, for general departmental management,
including hire of six sedans, and for carrying
out titles I1I, XVII, XX, and XXI of the Public
Health Service Act, the Lifespan Respite Care
Act, the United States-Mexico Border Health
Commission Act, and research studies under sec-
tion 1110 of the Social Security Act, $387,070,000,
together with 35,851,000 to be transferred and
erpended as authorized by section 201(g)(1) of
the Social Security Act from the Hospital Insur-
ance Trust Fund and the Supplemental Medical
Insurance Trust Fund, and $46,756,000 from the
amounts available under section 241 of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to carry out national
health or human services research and evalua-
tion activities: Provided, That of the funds made
available under this heading for carrying out
title XX of the Public Health Service Act,
$13,120,000 shall be for activities specified under
section 2003(b)(2), all of which shall be for pre-
vention service demonstration grants under sec-
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tion 510(b)(2) of title V of the Social Security
Act, as amended, without application of the lim-
itation of section 2010(c) of said title XX: Pro-
vided further, That of this amount, $51,891,000
shall be for minority AIDS prevention and treat-
ment activities; and $5,941,000 shall be to assist
Afghanistan in the development of maternal
and child health clinics, consistent with section
103(a)(4)(H) of the Afghanistan Freedom Sup-
port Act of 2002; and $1,000,000 shall be trans-
ferred, not later than 30 days after enactment of
this Act, to the National Institute of Mental
Health to administer the Interagency Autism
Coordinating Committee; and $5,500,000 shall be
for a Health Diplomacy Initiative and may be
used to carry out health diplomacy activities
such as health training, services, education, and
program evaluation, provided directly, through
grants, or through contracts: Provided further,
That specific information requests from the
chairmen and ranking members of the Sub-
committees on Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Education, and Related Agencies, on
scientific research or any other matter, shall be
transmitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions in a prompt, professional manner and
within the time frame specified in the request:
Provided further, That scientific information,
including such information provided in congres-
sional testimony, requested by the Committees
on Appropriations and prepared by government
researchers and scientists shall be transmitted to
the Committees on Appropriations, uncensored
and without delay: Provided further, That
funds provided in this Act for embryo adoption
activities may be used to provide, to individuals
adopting embryos, through grants and other
mechanisms, medical and administrative services
deemed mnecessary for such adoptions: Provided
further, That such services shall be provided
consistent with 42 CFR 59.5(a)(4).

OFFICE OF MEDICARE HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For expenses necessary for administrative law
judges responsible for hearing cases under title
XVIII of the Social Security Act (and related
provisions of title XI of such Act), $67,500,000, to
be transferred in appropriate part from the Fed-
eral Hospital Insurance and the Federal Supple-
mentary Medical Insurance Trust Funds.

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR FOR

HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

For expenses necessary for the Office of the
National Coordinator for Health Information
Technology, including grants, contracts and co-
operative agreements for the development and
advancement of an interoperable mnational
health information technology infrastructure,
$27,651,000: Provided, That in addition to
amounts provided herein, $38,500,000 shall be
available from amounts available under section
241 of the Public Health Service Act to carry out
health information technology network develop-
ment.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For expenses nmecessary for the Office of In-
spector General, including the hire of passenger
motor vehicles for investigations, in carrying out
the provisions of the Inspector General Act of
1978, $45,187,000: Provided, That of such
amount, necessary sums are available for pro-
viding protective services to the Secretary and
investigating mnon-payment of child support
cases for which non-payment is a Federal of-
fense under 18 U.S.C. 228.

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

For expenses necessary for the Office for Civil
Rights, $33,748,000, together with not to exceed
33,314,000 to be transferred and expended as au-
thorized by section 201(g)(1) of the Social Secu-
rity Act from the Hospital Insurance Trust
Fund and the Supplemental Medical Insurance
Trust Fund.

RETIREMENT PAY AND MEDICAL BENEFITS FOR

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

For retirement pay and medical benefits of

Public Health Service Commissioned Officers as
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authorized by law, for payments under the Re-
tired Serviceman’s Family Protection Plan and
Survivor Benefit Plan, for medical care of de-
pendents and retired personnel under the De-
pendents’ Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C. chapter
55), such amounts as may be required during the
current fiscal year.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES EMERGENCY

FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses mecessary to support activities
related to countering potential biological, dis-
ease, nuclear, radiological and chemical threats
to civilian populations, and for other public
health emergencies, $741,586,000, of which not to
exceed 322,363,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009, is to pay the costs described in
section 319F-2(c)(7)(B) of the Public Health
Service Act, and of which $149,250,000 shall be
used to support advanced research and develop-
ment of medical countermeasures, consistent
with section 319L of the Public Health Service
Act.

For expenses necessary to prepare for and re-
spond to an influenza pandemic, $763,923,000, of
which $685,832,000 shall be available until ex-
pended, for activities including the development
and purchase of vaccine, antivirals, necessary
medical supplies, diagnostics, and other surveil-
lance tools: Provided, That products purchased
with these funds may, at the discretion of the
Secretary, be deposited in the Strategic National
Stockpile: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 496(b) of the Public Health
Service Act, funds may be used for the construc-
tion or renovation of privately owned facilities
for the production of pandemic influenza vac-
cines and other biologicals, where the Secretary
finds such a contract necessary to secure suffi-
cient supplies of such vaccines or biologicals:
Provided further, That funds appropriated here-
in may be transferred to other appropriation ac-
counts of the Department of Health and Human
Services, as determined by the Secretary to be
appropriate, to be used for the purposes speci-
fied in this sentence.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 201. Funds appropriated in this title shall
be available for not to exceed $50,000 for official
reception and representation exrpenses when
specifically approved by the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

SEC. 202. The Secretary shall make available
through assignment not more than 60 employees
of the Public Health Service to assist in child
survival activities and to work in AIDS pro-
grams through and with funds provided by the
Agency for International Development, the
United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund or the World Health Organization.

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act for the National Institutes of Health,
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Qual-
ity, and the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration shall be used to
pay the salary of an individual, through a
grant or other extramural mechanism, at a rate
in excess of Executive Level I.

SEC. 204. None of the funds appropriated in
this title for Head Start shall be used to pay the
compensation of an individual, either as direct
costs or any proration as an indirect cost, at a
rate in excess of Executive Level II.

SEC. 205. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act may be expended pursuant to section
241 of the Public Health Service Act, except for
funds specifically provided for in this Act, or for
other taps and assessments made by any office
located in the Department of Health and Human
Services, prior to the preparation and submis-
sion of a report by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and
the Senate detailing the planned uses of such
funds.

SEC. 206. Notwithstanding section 241(a) of
the Public Health Service Act, such portion as
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the Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall determine, but not more than 2.4 percent,
of any amounts appropriated for programs au-
thoriced under such Act shall be made available
for the evaluation (directly, or by grants or con-
tracts) of the implementation and effectiveness
of such programs.
(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 207. Not to exceed 1 percent of any discre-
tionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985)
which are appropriated for the current fiscal
year for the Department of Health and Human
Services in this Act may be transferred between
a program, project, or activity, but no such pro-
gram, project, or activity shall be increased by
more than 3 percent by any such transfer: Pro-
vided, That the transfer authority granted by
this section shall be available only to meet emer-
gency needs and shall not be used to create any
new program or to fund any project or activity
for which no funds are provided in this Act:
Provided further, That the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate are notified at least 15 days in
advance of any transfer.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. The Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, jointly with the Director of the
Office of AIDS Research, may transfer up to 3
percent among institutes and centers from the
total amounts identified by these two Directors
as funding for research pertaining to the human
immunodeficiency virus: Provided, That the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate are notified at
least 15 days in advance of any transfer.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 209. Of the amounts made available in
this Act for the National Institutes of Health,
the amount for research related to the human
immunodeficiency virus, as jointly determined
by the Director of the National Institutes of
Health and the Director of the Office of AIDS
Research, shall be made available to the ‘‘Office
of AIDS Research’ account. The Director of the
Office of AIDS Research shall transfer from
such account amounts necessary to carry out
section 2353(d)(3) of the Public Health Service
Act.

SEC. 210. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act may be made available to any entity
under title X of the Public Health Service Act
unless the applicant for the award certifies to
the Secretary that it encourages family partici-
pation in the decision of minors to seek family
planning services and that it provides coun-
seling to minors on how to resist attempts to co-
erce minors into engaging in sexual activities.

SEC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, mo provider of services under title X of
the Public Health Service Act shall be exempt
from any State law requiring notification or the
reporting of child abuse, child molestation, sex-
ual abuse, rape, or incest.

SEC. 212. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act (including funds appropriated to any
trust fund) may be used to carry out the Medi-
care Advantage program if the Secretary of
Health and Human Services denies participation
in such program to an otherwise eligible entity
(including a Provider Sponsored Organization)
because the entity informs the Secretary that it
will not provide, pay for, provide coverage of, or
provide referrals for abortions: Provided, That
the Secretary shall make appropriate prospec-
tive adjustments to the capitation payment to
such an entity (based on an actuarially sound
estimate of the expected costs of providing the
service to such entity’s enrollees): Provided fur-
ther, That nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to change the Medicare program’s cov-
erage for such services and a Medicare Advan-
tage organization described in this section shall
be responsible for informing enrollees where to
obtain information about all Medicare covered
services.
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SEC. 213. (a) Except as provided by subsection
(e) none of the funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to withhold substance abuse fund-
ing from a State pursuant to section 1926 of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300x-26) if
such State certifies to the Secretary of Health
and Human Services by May 1, 2008, that the
State will commit additional State funds, in ac-
cordance with subsection (b), to ensure compli-
ance with State laws prohibiting the sale of to-
bacco products to individuals under 18 years of
age.

(b) The amount of funds to be committed by a
State under subsection (a) shall be equal to 1
percent of such State’s substance abuse block
grant allocation for each percentage point by
which the State misses the retailer compliance
rate goal established by the Secretary of Health
and Human Services under section 1926 of such
Act.

(c) The State is to maintain State expenditures
in fiscal year 2008 for tobacco prevention pro-
grams and for compliance activities at a level
that is not less than the level of such expendi-
tures maintained by the State for fiscal year
2007, and adding to that level the additional
funds for tobacco compliance activities required
under subsection (a). The State is to submit a
report to the Secretary on all fiscal year 2007
State expenditures and all fiscal year 2008 obli-
gations for tobacco prevention and compliance
activities by program activity by July 31, 2008.

(d) The Secretary shall exercise discretion in
enforcing the timing of the State obligation of
the additional funds required by the certifi-
cation described in subsection (a) as late as July
31, 2008.

(e) None of the funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to withhold substance abuse fund-
ing pursuant to section 1926 of the Public
Health Service Act from a territory that receives
less than $1,000,000.

SEC. 214. In order for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to carry out inter-
national health activities, including HIV/AIDS
and other infectious disease, chronic and envi-
ronmental disease, and other health activities
abroad during fiscal year 2008:

(1) The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary
of HHS’’) may exercise authority equivalent to
that available to the Secretary of State in sec-
tion 2(c) of the State Department Basic Authori-
ties Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2669(c)). The Sec-
retary of HHS shall consult with the Secretary
of State and relevant Chief of Mission to ensure
that the authority provided in this section is ex-
ercised in a manner consistent with section 207
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C.
3927) and other applicable statutes administered
by the Department of State.

(2) The Secretary of HHS is authorized to pro-
vide such funds by advance or reimbursement to
the Secretary of State as may be mecessary to
pay the costs of acquisition, lease, alteration,
renovation, and management of facilities out-
side of the United States for the use of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services. The
Department of State shall cooperate fully with
the Secretary of HHS to ensure that the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services has secure,
safe, functional facilities that comply with ap-
plicable regulation governing location, setback,
and other facilities requirements and serve the
purposes established by this Act. The Secretary
of HHS is authorized, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, through grant or cooperative
agreement, to make available to public or non-
profit private institutions or agencies in partici-
pating foreign countries, funds to acquire, lease,
alter, or renovate facilities in those countries as
necessary to conduct programs of assistance for
international health activities, including activi-
ties relating to HIV/AIDS and other infectious
diseases, chronic and environmental diseases,
and other health activities abroad.

SEC. 215. (a) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Director of the
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National Institutes of Health (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Director of NIH’) may use
funds available wunder section 402(b)(7) or
402(b)(12) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 282(b)(7), 282(b)(12)) to enter into trans-
actions (other than contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, or grants) to carry out research identi-
fied pursuant to such section 402(b)(7) (per-
taining to the Common Fund) or research and
activities described in such section 402(b)(12).

(b) PEER REVIEW.—In entering into trans-
actions under subsection (a), the Director of the
NIH may utilice such peer review procedures
(including consultation with appropriate sci-
entific experts) as the Director determines to be
appropriate to obtain assessments of scientific
and technical merit. Such procedures shall
apply to such transactions in lieu of the peer re-
view and advisory council review procedures
that would otherwise be required under sections
301(a)(3), 405(b)(1)(B), 405(b)(2), 406(a)(3)(4),
492, and 494 of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 241(a)(3), 284(b)(1)(B), 284(b)(2),
284a(a)(3)(4), 289a, and 289c).

SEC. 216. Funds which are available for Indi-
vidual Learning Accounts for employees of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(““CDC”’) and the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (‘““ATSDR)’’ may be trans-
ferred to ‘‘Disease Control, Research, and
Training’’, to be available only for Individual
Learning Accounts: Provided, That such funds
may be used for any individual full-time equiva-
lent employee while such employee is employed
either by CDC or ATSDR.

SEC. 217. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sions of law, funds made available in this Act
may be used to continue operating the Council
on Graduate Medical Education established by
section 301 of Public Law 102-408.

SEC. 218. The Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health shall require that all investiga-
tors funded by the NIH submit or have sub-
mitted for them to the National Library of Medi-
cine’s PubMed Central an electronic version of
their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon ac-
ceptance for publication, to be made publicly
available no later than 12 months after the offi-
cial date of publication: Provided, That the NIH
shall implement the public access policy in a
manner consistent with copyright law.

SEc. 219. (a) The Secretary of Health and
Human Services is authoriced to award a grant
to the Delta Health Alliance, a nonprofit alli-
ance of academic institutions in the Mississippi
Delta region that has as its primary purposes
addressing longstanding, unmet health needs
and catalyzing economic development in the
Mississippi Delta.

(b) To be eligible to receive a grant under sub-
section (a), the Delta Health Alliance shall so-
licit and fund proposals from local governments,
hospitals, health care clinics, academic institu-
tions, and rural public health-related entities
and organizations for research development,
educational programs, health care services, job
training, and planning, construction, and
equipment of public health-related facilities in
the Mississippi Delta